
SYSTEMS'
STORM DRAIN VS.

SANITARY SEWER

Storm droin ond tdnitcrry tewer syttems
have two distínct functio¡ts. lt is uery
impoÊant to understand the difference.

Catch basins are the entryway into the
Storm Drain System and are typicaþ
located at the bottom of a hill or at street

corners. This system collects and trans-
ports water and other liquids away from
these areas and out to a local waterbody
untreated. The Storm Drain System 5!q
Ogg remove pollutants Êom water befo¡e it
is discharged into streams and rivers.
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The Sanitary Sewer System collects waste-

water from indoor plumbing such as sinks,
toilets, washing machines, and floor drains
where it is transported through under-
ground pipes to a sewage treatmeût plant.
The treatment plant removes many pol
lutants from wastewater before it is dis-

charged back into a river.
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)ity of Lodi (209) 368-5735

)ounty of San Joaquin (209) 468-3055

)ity of Lathrop (209) 85&2860 ext. 32€

)ity of Manteca (209) 239-8460

)ity of Ripon (209) 599-2108

)ity of Stockton (209) 937-8791

)ity of Tracy (2Og) 831-4420

CITY OF LODI

STORMSøAT'ER
Pollution Prer¡entíon

::il;

WAfEn POLLUTtgtI¡
your local Stormwater Management Office:

City of Lodi (209) 368-5735

County of San Joaquin (2Og) 468-2179 or 3073
http ://www. co. san-ioaq u i n. ca. us/pubworks/N PDES. htm

City of Lathrop (209) 858-2860 ext. 328

City of Manteca (209) 239-2839

City of Ripon (209)599-2108

City of Stockton (209) 937-8791

City of Tracy (209) 831-4333

NO DUMPING !
Tel: 209-333 -67 40
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'EtgvtRoxMENTALLY
Srvmnrtt

Ífelp keep pollutan
oat of the stoÍÍn

drain sys tetn.

A good housekeeping
guide for Lodi's non-
profits, schools aîd
civic org arrizations.

LODI 
'IORTWATERTATAGETEilT PROGRAT

ts



;;;l;;;;;; STORMWATER POLLUTION 5OLUTION5
RilsE MoNEV AND pRorECT CnuronNrA's wATERWAVS

THE PROBLEM: Holding a car wash
is a popular way to raise funds for vari-
ous organizations but all too often,
while they help the organization, such
car washes hurt the environment.
Thats because they are often held in
public parking lots that drain into the
stormwater system, which leads di-
rectly into nearby streams, creeks,
and rivers.

uses up oxygen needed by fish, plants, and
other marine life. lt's imporhnt to avoid us-
ing cleansers that contain phosphates,
chlorine, chlorine bleach, nitrates and am-
monia.

THE SOLUTION: By planning ahead, your
car wash fundraiser can be both fun and
profitable for your organization, as well as
respectful of our local water resources.
Some options on how to conduct an envi-
ronmentally-friendly car wash are listed b+
low. ln all cases use a flow-control devlce
such as a hand spray with an on/ofi hose
trigger to conserve uiater.

Option #l Hold vour car wash in a
orassv field instead of a paved parkinq
lot

Wash all vehicles on a permeable suface
such as a grassy or gravel lot, using biode-
gradable, phosphate- free soap. Soil and
plants help to filter out toxins before they
seep into groundwater. Never allow wash-
water to enter the storm drain system.

Contaú nøs¡þers are listed on tÌ¡e þø&, of tÌ:i-s hroùøre,

Option #2 Find a sponsor for vour car-
wash that uses a closed loop washinq
svstem.
Preferably you uant one that recycles its
water. These are generally industrial and
commercial sites that are designated with
an equipmenUvehicle wash area. The
wash pad must be directly connected to
the sanitary sewer system and the protr
erty owner is responsible for all necessary
discharge permits. Do not hold your car-
wash at a facility that is not properly
equipped. Popular host sites such as ser-
vice stations and parking lots usually do
not have the necessary connections to the
sanitary sewer.

Option tB Block Storm and Discharqe

to Sanitary Sewer

A diversion kit can be used to
prevent pollutants from entering
the stormwater system. This kit
includes storm line plugs and a
sump pump. The wash water
would be pumped into the sanitary
sewer with the proPertY owners
permission. A pre-inspection is
required to confirm electrical GFI
hookup, storm line location and
size, and sanitary sewer
discharge location.

Soap suds, oil, grease, and other con-
taminants are washing into the curb
and end up polluting localwatemays.
Putting these materials Ínto the
stormdrain is the same as dumping
them directly into the Mokelumne
River, or any nearby stream or wetland.

Dirt, grime, oil, soap, and other car
wash residuals are harmfulto fish, wild-
life, and plants that grow in and around
watenruays. Even biodegradable soap
causes trouble because when it enters
a waten¡vay and begins to degrade, it


