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Chapter 1
Introduction to Initial Study

Project Brief

The proposed project involves construction and operation of a planned 60 kilovolt (kV) 
power line by the City of Lodi Electrical Utility Department.  The line would connect the 
City’s proposed Westside substation with existing Northern California Power Agency 
(NCPA) facilities near the City’s White Slough wastewater plant located west of Interstate 5 
(I-5) and south of Highway 12.  The purpose of the project is to increase the reliability of 
the City’s electrical system by providing a second point of supply; the City system is 
presently served with power supply from a single PG&E substation located in an 
unincorporated area to the east of the City.  The White Slough facility is not contiguous 
with the City of Lodi but is within the City limits.  

The primary power line alignment would be approximately 7.5 miles in length and would 
extend west from the future Westside Substation, located at the southwest corner of 
Highway 12 and the future Westgate Drive, to a private road west of the proposed 
substation.  The proposed power line will extend south along the private road to Harney 
Lane; then west along Harney Lane; south along DeVries Road; west along Tredway Road; 
north along Neeley Road; west along Kingdon Road; south along Thornton Road; 
continues south, paralleling I-5; and west across I-5 where it will terminate inside the 
existing Northern California Power Agency facility. 

Except for the private land sections near the future Westside Substation and along the east 
side of I-5, the project would be located within existing highway and road rights-of-way.  
The project would involve the installation of approximately 140 poles, some of which 
would be shared with existing PG&E distribution and other overhead facilities under a joint 
pole agreement; approximately 13 steel poles will be used where required (i.e., at corners). 

Purpose of Initial Study

The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) requires that public agencies document 
and consider the potential environmental effects of any agency actions that meet CEQA’s 
definition of a “project;” briefly summarized, a “project” is an action that has the potential 
to result in direct or indirect physical changes in the environment.  A project includes the 
agency’s direct activities as well as activities that involve public agency approvals or 
funding.  Guidelines for an agency’s implementation of CEQA are found in the “CEQA 
Guidelines” (Title 14, Chapter 3 of the California Code of Regulations).

Provided that a project is not found to be exempt from CEQA, the first step in the agency’s 
evaluation of the potential environmental effects of the project is the preparation of an 
Initial Study.  The purpose of an Initial Study is to determine whether the project would 
involve “significant” environmental effects as defined by CEQA and to describe feasible 
mitigation measures that would be necessary avoid the significant effects or reduce them to 
a less than significant level.  In the event that the Initial Study does not identify significant 
effects, or identifies mitigation measures that would reduce all of the significant effects of 
the project to a less than significant level, the agency may prepare a Negative Declaration.  
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If this is not the case, the agency must prepare an Environmental Impact Report (EIR); the 
agency may also decide to proceed directly with the preparation of an EIR without 
preparation of an Initial Study.  

The approval of the design plans and the subsequent installation of the power line within 
the study area is a “project” as defined by CEQA.  The City of Lodi has determined that the 
project involves the potential for significant environmental effects and that an EIR will be 
prepared for the project.  The City of Lodi has also elected to prepare this Initial Study of 
the project in conjunction with the Notice of Preparation that is required when the City 
prepares an EIR.  The Notice of Preparation is located on page iv of this document.

This Initial Study has been prepared by the City of Lodi pursuant to its decision to prepare 
an EIR.  The purpose of this Initial Study is to describe the proposed project, briefly 
describe the environmental setting of the project, discuss the potential environmental 
effects of the project, and describe the proposed scope of the EIR.  The Initial Study is 
intended to be attached to the Notice of Preparation (NOP) for the City’s EIR; the NOP will 
be circulated to agencies with potential permit or approval responsibility for the project 
(responsible agencies) as well as agencies that are responsible for the management of 
public trust resources (trustee agencies).  

Scope of Initial Study

This Initial Study evaluates the project’s potential to result in “significant” environmental 
effects, as defined by CEQA, in the following issue areas. 

Aesthetics

Agricultural Resources

Air Quality

Biological Resources 

Cultural Resources

Geology and Soils

Global Climate Change

Hazards and Hazardous Materials

Hydrology and Water Quality

Land Use and Planning

Mineral Resources

Noise

Population and Housing

Public Services

Recreation

Transportation/Traffic

Utilities and Service Systems

Mandatory Findings of Significance
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Where the City can identify feasible mitigation measures that would avoid or reduce the 
potential significant effects of the project, they are identified, at least briefly in this Initial 
Study.  The proposed scope of the EIR, i.e. the issues that the City will address in the EIR, is 
identified in each of the above-listed environmental issue areas.  The subsequent 
preparation of the EIR will involve detailed analysis of each of the environmental issues 
identified and detailed consideration of any mitigation measures that may be needed to 
address those issues.  The EIR will also address alternatives to the project, including 
alternative routes, cumulative impacts and a range of other topics required by CEQA.  

Environmental Evaluation Checklist Terminology

The potential environmental effects of the proposed project are evaluated in Chapter 3 of 
this document, which is the Environmental Evaluation Checklist.  The checklist includes a 
list of environmental considerations against which the project is evaluated.  For each 
question, the agency determines whether the project would involve: 1) No Impact, 2) a 
Less Than Significant Impact, 3) a Less Than Significant Impact With Mitigation 
Incorporated, or 4) a Potentially Significant Impact. 

A Potentially Significant Impact occurs when there is substantial evidence that the project 
would involve a substantial adverse change to the physical environment, i.e. that the 
environmental effect may be significant, and mitigation measures have not been defined 
that would reduce the impact to a less than significant level. If there are one or more 
Potentially Significant Impact entries in the Initial Study, an EIR is required.  The Potentially 
Significant issues will be addressed in detail in the EIR.  

A Less Than Significant Impact occurs when the project would involve effects on a 
particular resource, but the project would not involve a substantial adverse change to the 
physical environment, and no mitigation measures are required.  These issues will be 
addressed in the EIR but would not be treated to the same extent as Potentially Significant 
Impacts.  

An environmental effect that is Less Than Significant With Mitigation Incorporated is a 
Potentially Significant Impact that can be avoided or reduced to a less than significant level 
with the application of mitigation measures.  These issues as well as the mitigation 
measures needed to address them will receive detailed consideration in the EIR.   

A determination of No Impact is self-explanatory.  

Initial Study Organization

Chapter 1, Introduction, briefly summarizes the project, the purposes of the Initial Study, 
the terminology used in the Initial Study, and the organization of the document.  

Chapter 2, Project Description, describes the proposed development project, its location, 
planned land uses and the road and utility improvements required to serve planned 
development as well as required permits and approvals.  
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Chapter 3, the Environmental Checklist, contains additional information describing the 
project, the environmental evaluation of the project in the environmental issue areas 
described above, documentation of the resources used to prepare the Initial Study, and the 
lead agency’s formal determination that an EIR is required.  The proposed scope of the EIR 
evaluation is also described within each of the issue areas.  
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Chapter 2
Project Description

This chapter of the Initial Study provides a brief summary description of the project 
followed by project setting and background information, and detailed descriptions of the 
location and physical elements of the project.  

Project Purpose

The proposed project involves the adoption and implementation of the proposed Lodi 
West 60kV Power Line Project (“Project”).  The purpose of the project is to increase the 
reliability of the City’s electrical system by providing a second point of supply; the City 
system is presently served with power supply from a single PG&E substation located in an 
unincorporated area to the east of the City of Lodi.  This line has experienced several 
failures in the past years that resulted in the loss of power to the entire City.  An additional 
power line as proposed will connect the City of Lodi to the regional power grid at a second 
location, providing an alternate electric supply in the case of an accidental interruption of 
service from the existing line.

Project Location

The proposed project, which is linear in nature, will connect to the future Westside 
Substation site, located on the southwest corner of Kettleman Lane (also known as 
Highway 12) and future Westgate Drive, in the City of Lodi (Figures 2-1 through 2-3). The 
project traverses west across unincorporated territory and will terminate inside the existing 
NCPA facility near the White Slough Water Pollution Control Plant.  Except for privately 
held land near the future Westside substation and along the east side of I-5, the project 
would be located within the following road rights-of-ways; Harney Lane, DeVries Road, 
Tredway Road, Neeley Road, Kingdon Road, and Thornton Road.  

The White Slough facility is not contiguous with the City of Lodi but is within the City 
limits. 

Project Setting and Background

The proposed power line will receive electric supply from major statewide transmission 
lines that parallel the west side of I-5, south of Highway 12.  The proposed new 60kV 
power line would extend approximately 7.5 miles, most of which would be located 
outside City of Lodi limits.  The majority of the route, which will be located in public road 
rights-of-way, will be adjacent to agricultural areas located within the jurisdiction of San 
Joaquin County.  The remaining portion of the project will traverse agricultural areas; some 
of these lines will be located along dirt access roads.

The project area is largely a rural agricultural area planted in vineyard, row and field crops 
(Figure 2-3).  Land uses in the area include scattered residences, particularly adjacent to 
roadways and some small wineries and other agricultural related businesses.  Within the 
project area are also two small private airports, Interstate 5 and State Highway 12.
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The Electric Utility Department (EUD) has completed several route alternative studies that 
analyzed several possible routes and discussed the pros and cons of the alternative routes.  
From this body of work, the EUD has narrowed the choices of routes down and has
identified what has become known as the “Primary Route” or “Project” analyzed in this 
CEQA document.  Other less favorable but viable alternative routes (Alternate 1 Route and 
Alternate Route 2) will be addressed in the Environmental Impact Report (EIR) under the 
Alternatives Chapter.  Figure 2-5 depicts the alternate routes that will be discussed in the 
Alternative Section of the CEQA document.

Project Details

The proposed project (the Primary Route) involves construction and operation of a planned 
60 kilovolt (kV) power line by the City of Lodi Electrical Utility Department.  The line 
would connect the City’s future Westside Substation with electric supply from major 
statewide transmission lines that parallel the west side of I-5, south of Highway 12.  This 
tie-in will occur inside the existing Northern California Power Agency facilities near the 
City’s White Slough Water Pollution Control Plant located west of I-5.

The majority of the proposed power line will be constructed with wooden poles 
(approximately 127).  Approximately 13 steel poles will be used at main angle points 
(approximately 90 degrees) and at critical crossing locations such as roadways and/or 
drainage ways.  Some sections of line will be constructed jointly with existing PG&E 
distribution lines.  All PG&E poles will be replaced and existing facilities transferred to the 
new poles.  The City’s preliminary estimate indicates 104 of the proposed poles will be 
joint with PG&E along the primary route and 36 poles will have EUD solo attachment.

The determination of the height of the poles is based on CPUC General Order 95 (GO-95) 
construction standards for a 60kV line.  See Figure 2-4 for a schematic of types of pole 
design.  The steel poles and wooden poles will be a minimum of 57 feet above ground 
level.  Heights up to approximately 90 feet will be required for crossing of  existing PG&E 
transmission lines, the Union Pacific Railroad tracks and I-5.  

Primary Route Description by Segment

The following is a detailed description of each segment of the primary route.  Each straight, 
linear run of line corresponds to a segment.  A descriptive title has also been given each 
segment.  Unless steel pole locations are specifically identified in the detailed description 
or shown on the figures, all other poles should be assumed to be wooden. 

Segment A (Future Westside Substation)

• The power line begins at the easternmost interconnection point, the future 
Westside Substation, located on the southwest corner of Kettleman Lane and the 
future Westgate Drive.  The 60kV power line exits the proposed Westside 
Substation at the southwest corner of the substation and proceeds west 
approximately 900 feet on the north side of a future street right-of-way to a private 
farm road.  
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• The first pole next to the future Westside Substation will be steel.

Segment B (Farm Road)

• The power line turns south, with the use of a steel pole, on the private farm road 
and continues approximately 4,800 feet to Harney Lane.  The first approximately 
900 feet of the power line will be constructed jointly with PG&E distribution.  After 
approximately 900 feet the power line will leave the joint pole and consist of a solo 
attachment (the 60 kV power line only).  A steel pole is used at this transition from 
joint to solo.

• The last 1,200 feet of this section, north of Harney Lane will be constructed jointly 
with PG&E distribution.  

• This north-south trending section ends with a steel pole within the Harney Lane 
right of way.

Segment C (Harney)

• The power line turns west along the north side of Harney Lane and continues 
approximately 12,000 feet to DeVries Road.  This section of power line will be 
constructed jointly with PG&E distribution and existing communication lines (i.e., 
telephone).  The last 1,000 feet before DeVries Road will joint use with PG&E 
distribution only (no communication). 

• This east-west trending segment ends with a steel pole at the northeast corner of 
DeVries Road and Harney Lane.

Segment D (DeVries)

• The power line turns south on the east side of DeVries Road for approximately 
1,300 feet to Tredway Road. This section of power line will be constructed jointly 
with PG&E distribution.  

• This north-south trending segment ends with a steel pole at the northeast corner of 
DeVries Road and Tredway Road.

Segment E (Tredway)

• The power line heads west on the north side of Tredway Road for approximately 
2,800 feet to Neeley Rd.  The power line will leave the joint pole at DeVries Road 
and consist of a solo attachment (the 60 kV power line only) along this segment.

• This east-west trending segment ends with a joint steel pole at the northeast corner 
of Neeley Road and Tredway Road.



Lodi West 60kV Power Line Project, Initial Study/Notice of Preparation for EIR 2-4

Segment F (Neeley)

• The power line turns north along crosses Neely, then travels along the west side of 
Neeley Road for approximately 3,100 feet.  A steel pole is located at the northwest 
corner of Neeley Road and Tredway Road.

• This section of power line will be constructed jointly with PG&E distribution and 
communication lines.  

• This segment ends with a steel pole at the southwest corner of Kingdon Road and 
Neeley Road.

Segment G (Kingdon)

• The power line turns west along the south side of Kingdon Road for approximately 
8,200 feet to the west side of Thornton Road.  

• This section of power line will be constructed jointly with PG&E distribution and 
communication lines.  

• This segment ends with a steel pole at the southwest corner of Kingdon Road and 
Thornton Road.

Segment H (Thornton and I-5)

• The power line turns south along the west side of Thornton Road for approximately 
4,000 feet, at which point Thornton Road turns to the east.  The proposed 60 kV 
power line continues south, paralleling I-5 for another 4,000 feet along private 
property owned by the City of Lodi. 

• This section of power line consist of a solo attachment (the 60 kV power line only). 

Segment I (White Slough)

• The power line crosses I-5 in the same location as an existing PG&E 12kV 
distribution line crossing. This section of power line will be constructed jointly with 
PG&E distribution.  

• The power line continues west on City of Lodi property for approximately 1,300 
feet to a proposed substation site at the NCPA facility near White Slough Water 
Pollution Control Plant.

• Steel poles will be used at both ends of this segment.
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Construction Methods

Construction of the power lines would consist of drilling the holes for poles, setting the 
poles, installing associated cross-arms and other hardware, and pulling the conductors into 
place.  Typically, the holes would be drilled and the poles placed with a line truck; 
approximately five poles can be placed per day by a three-man crew.  Typically, once the 
poles are in place, a rope is strung along the alignment and over the pole fixtures.  The 
rope is tightened and connected to the spooled conductor, and then is used to pull the 
conductors into place.  Usually a 4,400-foot reel of conductor is pulled at once, although 
more or less may be pulled depending on the constraints of the site.

Construction of steel corner poles for power lines would involve excavation, pouring of a 
concrete foundation and placement of anchor bolts to which the flanged corner poles 
would be fastened.

Construction of power lines would involve temporary work and minor disturbances along 
existing roads and streets.  Conflicts with travel lanes will be minimized at all times, and 
closure of more than one lane at a time (if any) would be unlikely.  Where required, 
encroachment permits and required inspections of trenching, boring and pavement cutting 
would be obtained from the County or other agencies in whose jurisdiction construction 
would occur, and traffic safety cones or construction signage would be used to alert drivers 
to the presence of workers and equipment.

Project Permits and Approvals

TABLE 2-1
PERMITS AND APPROVALS

Agency Permit/Approval

Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Application for Construction of a Permanent Structure

California Department of Transportation Encroachment Permit

San Joaquin County Encroachment Permit

Lodi City Council Final Environmental Impact Report Certification

Construction Authorization
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Insert figures 2-1 through 2-4
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Chapter 3.0
Environmental Significance Checklist

A. PROJECT DESCRIPTION

1. Project Title: Lodi West 60kV Power Line Project

2. Project Entitlements: Final Environmental Impact Report Certification
Construction Authorization

3. Lead Agency Name and 
Address:

City of Lodi, City Hall, 221 West Pine Street, Lodi, CA 95241

4. Contact Person and Phone 
Number:

Konradt Bartlam, Interim Director of Community Development
209-333-6711

5. Project Location: The approximately 7.5-mile linear project is located in the 
western portion of the City of Lodi and unincorporated areas of 
San Joaquin County, California.  The Primary Route initiates 
east of White Slough Water Pollution Control Plant (west of 
Interstate 5), travels east across both private land and public 
rights-of-way and terminates at the southwest corner of 
Highway 12 and the future Westgate Drive.  A detailed 
description of the project location by segments is included in 
Chapter 2.0 of this Initial Study.

6. Project Sponsor's Name 
and Address:

Same as Lead Agency (Item 3 and 4, above)

7. General Plan Designation 
and Zoning:

City Designation – PUB, Public
San Joaquin County - Agriculture

8. Description of Project: A detailed description of the project is included in Chapter 2.0 
of this Initial Study.

9. Surrounding Land Uses and 
Setting:

The project area is bounded by agricultural uses to the north 
west, south and east; the majority of the primary route is 
located in public road rights-of-way; crosses major 
transportation uses (Union Pacific Railroad tracks and Interstate 
5); and rural residential units associated with the agricultural 
operations are located along the primary route, especially 
along Harney Lane, DeVries Road and Tredway Road

10. Other public agencies 
whose approval is required:

Federal Aviation Administration; California Department of 
Transportation; and San Joaquin County.
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B. ENVIRONMENTAL FACTOR POTENTIALLY AFFECTED

The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this project, involving at 
least one impact that is a "Potentially Significant Impact" as indicated by the checklist on the 
following pages.

� Aesthetics � Agriculture Resources � Air Quality
� Biological Resources � Cultural Resources � Geology /Soils
� Hazards & Hazardous 

Materials

� Hydrology/Water Quality � Land Use/Planning

� Mineral Resources � Noise � Population / Housing
� Public Services � Recreation � Transportation/Traffic
� Utilities/Service Systems � Global Climate Change � Mandatory Findings of 

Significance               

C. LEAD AGENCY DETERMINATION

On the basis of this initial evaluation:

� I find that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment 
and a NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

� I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment 
there will not be a significant effect in this case because revisions in the project have been 
made by or agreed to by the project proponent.  A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION 
will be prepared.

� I find that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required.

� I find that the proposed project MAY have a "potentially significant impact" or "potentially 
significant unless mitigated" impact on the environment, but at least one effect 1) has been 
adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and 2) 
has been addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis as described on 
attached sheets. An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required, but it must analyze 
only the effects that remain to be addressed.

� I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment 
because all potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier 
EIR pursuant to applicable standards, and (b) have been avoided or mitigated pursuant to 
that earlier EIR, including revisions or mitigation measures that are imposed upon the 
proposed project, nothing further is required.

__________________________________________________________ __________________
Konradt Bartlam, Interim Community Development Director Date
City of Lodi



Lodi West 60kV Power Line Project, Initial Study/Notice of Preparation for EIR 3-3

D. EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

The foregoing environmental determination is based on the evaluation of the potential 
environmental effects of the proposed project, as documented in the following checklist and 
supporting documentation.  The checklist has been prepared in accordance with the following 
requirements:  

1) A brief explanation is required for all answers except "No Impact" answers that are adequately 
supported by the information sources a lead agency cites in the parentheses following each 
question. A "No Impact" answer is adequately supported if the referenced information sources 
show that the impact simply does not apply to projects like the one involved (e.g., the project 
falls outside a fault rupture zone). A "No Impact" answer should be explained where it is based 
on project-specific factors as well as general standards (e.g., the project will not expose 
sensitive receptors to pollutants, based on a project-specific screening analysis).

2) All answers must take account of the whole action involved, including off-site as well as on-site, 
cumulative as well as project-level, indirect as well as direct, and construction as well as 
operational impacts.

3) Once the lead agency has determined that a particular physical impact may occur, then the 
checklist answers must indicate whether the impact is potentially significant, Iess than 
significant with mitigation, or less than significant. “Potentially Significant Impact" is appropriate
if there is substantial evidence that an effect may be significant. If there are one or more 
"Potentially Significant Impact" entries when the determination is made, an EIR is required.

4) "Less Than Significant With Mitigation Incorporated" applies where the incorporation of 
mitigation measures has reduced an effect from "Potentially Significant Impact" to a "Less Than 
Significant Impact." The lead agency must describe the mitigation measures, and briefly explain 
how they reduce the effect to a less than significant level (mitigation measures from Section 
XVII, "Earlier Analyses," may be cross-referenced).

5) Earlier analyses may be used where, pursuant to tiering, program EIR, or other CEQA process, 
an effect has been adequately analyzed in an earlier EIR or Negative Declaration. Section 
15063(c)(3)(D). In this case, a brief discussion should identify the following:

a) Earlier Analysis Used. Identify and state where the analysis(es) are available for review.

b) Impacts Adequately Addressed. Identify which effects from the above checklist were within 
the scope of, and adequately analyzed in, an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal 
standards, and state whether such effects were addressed by mitigation measures based on 
the earlier analysis.

c) Mitigation Measures. For effects that are "Less than Significant with Mitigation 
Incorporated", describe the mitigation measures which were incorporated or refined from 
the earlier document and the extent to which they address site-specific conditions for the
project.

6) Lead agencies are encouraged to incorporate into the checklist references to information 
sources for potential impacts (e.g., general plans, zoning ordinances). Reference to a previously 
prepared or outside document should, where appropriate, include a reference to the page or 
pages where the statement is substantiated.

7) Supporting Information Sources: A source list should be attached, and other sources used or 
individuals contacted should be cited in the discussion.
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8) This is only a suggested form, and lead agencies are free to use different formats.

9) The explanation of each issue should identify: 

a) the significance criteria or threshold, if any, used to evaluate each question; and

b) the mitigation measure identified, if any, to reduce the impact to less than significance
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E. ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST AND NARRATIVE EXPLANATION

1. AESTHETICS -- Would the project: Potentially 
Significant 

Impact

Less Than 
Significant With 

Mitigation 
Incorporated

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact

No Impact

a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista? � � � �

b) Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not 
limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and historic buildings within 
a state scenic highway?

� � � �

c) Substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality of 
the site and its surroundings?

� � � �

d) Create a new source of substantial light or glare which would 
adversely affect day or nighttime views in the area?

� � � �

NARRATIVE EXPLANATION

Environmental Setting

The project setting is rural in nature, consisting of predominately agricultural and rural 
residential uses.  Potentially affected viewer populations would consist of general-use 
motorists and local area residents.  The rural alignments may represent an open space 
resource for residents of nearby urban areas and receive occasional dispersed use for this 
purpose.  However, there are no identified scenic resources, scenic vistas or scenic routes 
located on or in the vicinity of the project area.

The potential aesthetic effects of the project would result from construction activities, and 
from the ongoing presence of the newpower lines.  Aesthetic effects are subjective in 
nature but can be related to the aesthetic quality of the existing setting, the nature and 
extent of change associated with the project, and the expectations and preferences of 
affected viewers.  

Hole-drilling, pole-setting, installation of hardware, and conductor stringing in any 
particular area would involve temporary, minor and localized effects during the 
construction period and would require the presence of construction equipment and 
construction activity for no more than a few days in any location.  The presence of 
construction equipment similar to agricultural equipment is familiar and unsurprising in the 
project area and would result in no significant aesthetic effect.   

Physical changes associated with the proposed power line would include the addition of 
new poles, or the replacement of existing poles with taller poles; the addition of new 
insulators, cross-arms and other equipment.  These new features would be added to the 
existing aesthetic environment, potentially resulting in significantly aesthetic effects.  In 
some cases, new equipment may be combined with existing equipment, which would 
reduce potential visual impacts by reducing the number of new poles. 
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The proposed project will not introduce any new permanent source of light and glare 
along the primary route.  However, improvements at the Westside Substation and at the 
NCPA facility will have security lighting, but the lighting will be contained within the 
boundaries of the facilities through directional lighting and limiting the “candle” power 
(i.e., brightness) of the light source.  Since new lighting will be confined to the substation 
and NCPA facility and is not considered a new source of “substantial” light and glare, this 
issue is not discussed in the EIR.

Issues to be addressed in the EIR would include:   

• Description of viewshed change associated with the addition of new poles and 
conductors, and the consolidation of existing lines on to a jointly used pole.

• In order to better understand the long-term aesthetic impacts, the EIR will include 
two visual simulations of the proposed project’s primary route at two specified 
locations.

2. AGRICULTURE RESOURCES -- In determining whether 
impacts to agricultural resources are significant environmental 
effects, lead agencies may refer to the California Agricultural Land 
Evaluation and Site Assessment Model prepared by the California 
Department of Conservation as an optional model to use in 
assessing impacts on agriculture and farmland.  Would the project:

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact

Less Than 
Significant With 

Mitigation 
Incorporated

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact

No Impact

a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of 
Statewide Importance (Farmland), as shown on the maps prepared 
pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of the 
California Resources Agency, to non-agricultural use?

� � � �

b) Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a 
Williamson Act contract?

� � � �

c) Involve other changes in the existing environment which, due 
to their location or nature, could result in conversion of Farmland, 
to non-agricultural use?

� � � �

NARRATIVE EXPLANATION

Environmental Setting

The State Department of Conservation’s Important Farmland Maps identify three farm land 
types adjacent to the project alignment: Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland and Farmland 
of Local Importance.  The proposed power line alignment is located primarily within 
existing public road rights-of-way and in disturbed areas between agricultural areas.  These 
right-of-way areas contain dirt roads, access points to residential areas, agricultural fields, 
roadway dirt shoulders and improved roadways.  

Long-term operation of the proposed project has no potential to convert existing farmland 
to non-agricultural uses or conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a 
Williamson Act contract.  Short-term construction impacts may temporarily block access 
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points; and temporarily disturb agricultural fields within the existing right-of-way as 
installation of the power line occurs.  Disturbance would occur in the immediate area 
around the pole installation, not under the power line.

Issues to be addressed in the EIR would include:  

• Potential short-term and long-term operational impacts between the proposed 
electrical lines and adjacent agricultural crops.

• Potential long-term effects on agricultural pest control, including aerial application of 
pesticides, and existing irrigation systems.

3. AIR QUALITY -- Where available, the significance criteria 
established by the applicable air quality management or air 
pollution control district may be relied upon to make the following 
determinations.  Would the project:

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact

Less Than 
Significant With 

Mitigation 
Incorporated

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact

No Impact

a) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable Air 
Quality Attainment Plan?

� � � �

b) Violate any air quality standard or contribute to an existing or 
projected air quality violation?

� � � �

c) Result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any 
criteria pollutant for which the project region is non attainment 
under an applicable federal or state ambient air quality standard 
(including releasing emissions which exceed quantitative 
thresholds for ozone precursors)?

� � � �

e) Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant 
concentrations?

� � � �

f) Create objectionable odors affecting a substantial number of 
people?

� � � �

NARRATIVE EXPLANATION

Environmental Setting

The project site is within the northern portion of the San Joaquin Valley Air Basin (SJVAB).  
The SJVAB is subject to the air quality regulatory authority of the San Joaquin Valley Air 
Pollution Control District (SJVAPCD).  The SJVAB is designated Nonattainment/Serious by 
the federal government, and Nonattainment/Severe by the state, for ozone.  Both state and 
federal government classify the basin as Nonattainment for particulate matter.  With the 
exception of the Fresno urbanized area, the SJVAB is in attainment of, or unclassified for, 
carbon monoxide and other applicable standards. 

Construction of the project would involve emissions consisting of PM-10 from soil 
disturbance and equipment operation in unpaved areas, and ozone precursor emissions 
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from worker commute vehicles and construction equipment.  Soil disturbance for power 
line construction will be very minimal, limited to pole hole drilling and minor disturbance 
associated with equipment movement and conductor stringing along the proposed 
alignment. The project will be subject to existing SJVAPCD dust control regulations that 
will reduce project construction impacts to less than significant levels. 

Operation of new electrical lines will not involve any substantial air emissions, and no 
significant direct air quality effects.  The electrical lines will require maintenance activity 
and associated vehicle traffic.  This traffic will involve incidental new ozone precursor 
contributions to the air basin.  This issue is considered less than significant.  

The proposed project will not involve any known odor emissions, therefore, there will be 
no discussion regarding odor emissions in the EIR.

Issues to be addressed in the EIR would include:   

• Identification of construction emissions and specification of control measures per 
GAMAQI requirements.

• Assessment of long-term area and mobile-source ozone precursor emissions.

• Energy efficiency and related air quality implications or benefits of alternative power 
supply (also of interest with respect to global climate change issue).

4. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES -- Would the project: Potentially 
Significant 

Impact

Less Than 
Significant With 

Mitigation 
Incorporated

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact

No Impact

a) Adversely impact, either directly or through habitat 
modifications, any endangered, rare, or threatened species, as 
listed in Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations (sections 
670.2 or 670.5) or in Title 50, Code of Federal Regulations 
(sections 17.11 or 17.12)?

� � � �

b) Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through 
habitat modifications, on any species identified as a candidate, 
sensitive, or special status species in local or regional plans, 
policies, or regulations, or by the California Department of Fish 
and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

� � � �
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NARRATIVE EXPLANTION

Environmental Setting

The project area primarily consists of agricultural fields and a network of rural roadways.  
A negligible amount of undisturbed, non-agricultural fields are present along the majority 
of the power line.  If not in agricultural use, other uses along the power line include rural 
residential units; proposed commercial uses (currently a vacant lot) and the White Slough 
Water Pollution Control Plant.  

The proposed power line will be located along dirt access roads, along agricultural fields, 
and within routinely maintained road shoulders of public roadways, between the paved 
roadways and adjacent agricultural lands.  Data base review and field inspection of the 
project alignments for sensitive biological resources will be performed as part of the EIR 
preparation. 

Issues to be addressed in the EIR would include:   

• Effects of proposed power line construction on the availability and utility of wildlife 
habitat, wildlife habitat diversity and utilization of any critical wildlife habitats 
which may be identified on or adjacent to the project site.

• Potential effects on special-status plant species.

• Potential effects on habitat, nesting activity or habitat use by special-status wildlife 
species.

c) Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or 
other sensitive natural community identified in local or regional 
plans, policies, regulations, or by the California Department of 
Fish and Game or US Fish and Wildlife Service?

� � � �

d) Have a substantial adverse effect on federally protected 
wetlands as defined by Section 404 of the Clean Water Act 
(including, but not limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) 
through direct removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or other 
means?

� � � �

e) Interfere substantially with the movement of any native resident 
or migratory fish or wildlife species or with established native 
resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or impede the use of 
native wildlife nursery sites?

� � � �

f) Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting 
biological resources, such as a tree preservation policy or 
ordinance?

� � � �

g) Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation 
Plan, Natural Conservation Community Plan, or other approved 
local, regional, or state habitat conservation plan?

� � � �
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• Potential effects on Waters of the U.S. and wetlands, if any

• Impacts on oak trees, including heritage oaks, if any.

5. CULTURAL RESOURCES -- Would the project: Potentially 
Significant 

Impact

Less Than 
Significant With 

Mitigation 
Incorporated

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact

No Impact

a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a 
historical resource?

� � � �

b) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a 
unique archaeological resource (i.e., an artifact, object, or site 
about which it can be clearly demonstrated that, without merely 
adding to the current body of knowledge, there is a high 
probability that it contains information needed to answer 
important scientific research questions, has a special and 
particular quality such as being the oldest or best available 
example of its type, or is directly associated with a scientifically 
recognized important prehistoric or historic event or person)?

� � � �

c) Directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological resource 
or site or unique geologic feature?

� � � �

d) Disturb any human remains, including those interred outside of 
formal cemeteries?

� � � �

NARRATIVE EXPLANATION

Environmental Setting

Agricultural operations and improved rural roads are located adjacent to and within the 
right-of-way of the proposed project.  Agricultural operations and roadway construction 
have disturbed the surface soils along the Primary Route.  In addition, no structures are 
located within the Primary Route that will need to be removed.

A cultural resources inventory of the proposed study area will be prepared in conjunction 
with preparation of the EIR; this will include an archaeological survey of the proposed 
Primary Route (also referred to as the Study Area).  The EIR will need to document and 
describe known archaeological or historical sensitivities of the study area based on a 
search of database and other records. 

Issues to be addressed in the EIR would include:

• Potential for direct disturbance of known surface and subsurface cultural resources, 
if any, as a result of power line construction.

• Potential for indirect disturbance of cultural resources, if any, as a result of project 
construction.
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• Potential for avoidance, minimization, or mitigation of impacts through information 
recovery, site recordation, site protection, open space, or other measures as 
appropriate or as required by CEQA.

6. GEOLOGY AND SOILS -- Would the project: Potentially 
Significant 

Impact

Less Than 
Significant With 

Mitigation 
Incorporated

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact

No Impact

a) Expose people or structures to potential substantial adverse 
effects, including the risk of loss, injury, or death involving:

i) Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as delineated on the 
most recent Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Map 
issued by the State Geologist for the area or based on other 
substantial evidence of a known fault? Refer to Division of 
Mines and Geology Special Publication 42.

� � � �

ii) Strong seismic ground shaking? � � � �

iii) Seismic-related ground failure, including liquefaction? � � � �

iv) Landslides? � � � �

b) Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of topsoil? � � � �

c) Be located on strata or soil that is unstable, or that would 
become unstable as a result of the project, and potentially result 
in on- or off-site landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence, 
liquefaction or collapse?

� � � �

d) Be located on expansive soil, as defined in Table 18-1-B of the
Uniform Building Code, creating substantial risks to life or 
property?

� � � �

e) Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the use of septic 
tanks or alternative wastewater disposal systems where sewers are 
not available for the disposal of wastewater?

� � � �

NARRATIVE EXPLANATION

Environmental Setting

The topography of the Primary Route is flat.  No significant geologic features or soil 
conditions are present along or adjacent to the Primary Route.  Typical erosion control 
measures will reduce potential erosion impacts to less than significant levels.

The EIR will describe regional and local geology, topography, faulting, and seismicity 
including any fault displacement, seismic shaking, liquefaction, or settlement hazards from 
existing literature.  The EIR will include a description of soil mapping units, soil 
productivity, soil characteristics (depth, texture, drainage, etc.), limitations (shrink/swell, 
saturation, etc.) and wind and water erosion potential. 
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Issues to be addressed in the EIR would include:

• Exposure of proposed electrical facilities to seismic, liquefaction, settlement or 
other geologic hazards.

• Exposure of proposed electrical facilities to soil constraints and construction 
concerns, if any.

• Potential effects on soil erosion, potential discharges, if any, need for erosion 
control measures.  Relationship to City and County storm water quality 
management programs and criteria.

7. GLOBAL CLIMATE CHANGE -- Would the project: Potentially 
Significant 

Impact

Less Than 
Significant With 

Mitigation 
Incorporated

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact

No Impact

a) Result in a significant effect on, or a cumulatively considerable 
contribution to, global climate change?

� � � �

NARRATIVE DISCUSSION:

Environmental Setting

Global climate change is a subject of increasing scientific and public concern as well as of 
government action.  Global climate change is understood to be the result of atmospheric 
concentrations of greenhouse gases (GHGs) that trap heat in the earth’s atmosphere.  
GHGs are naturally occurring and are emitted by human activity.  GHGs include carbon 
dioxide (CO2), the most abundant GHG, as well as methane, nitrous oxide and other 
gases. 

GHG emissions are associated with the combustion of carbon-based fuels; major GHG 
sources in California include transportation (40.7%), electric power (20.5%), industrial 
(20.5%), agriculture and forestry (8.3%) and others (8.3%).

The EIR will include a discussion of global climate change issues and their relationship to 
emissions of greenhouse gases (GHGs).  Ongoing state and local planning to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions will be discussed as will existing emissions per unit of power for 
power supply contributors to the Lodi Electric Utility, including NCPA.  

Issues to be addressed in the EIR would include:

• Construction emissions of greenhouse gases

• Increases or decreases in greenhouse gas emissions associated with project 
operation reflecting potential changes in utility efficiency.
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8. HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS -- Would the 
project:

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact

Less Than 
Significant With 

Mitigation 
Incorporated

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact

No Impact

a) Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment 
through the routine transport, use, or disposal of hazardous 
materials?

� � � �

b) Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment 
through reasonably foreseeable upset and accident conditions 
involving the release of hazardous materials into the environment?

� � � �

c) Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely 
hazardous materials, substances, or waste within one-quarter mile 
of an existing or proposed school?

� � � �

d) Be located on a site which is included on a list of hazardous 
materials sites compiled pursuant to Government Code Section 
65962.5 and, as a result, would it create a significant hazard to 
the public or the environment?

� � � �

e) For a project located within an airport land use plan or, where 
such a plan has not been adopted, within two miles of a public 
airport or public use airport, would the project result in a safety 
hazard for people residing or working in the project area?

� � � �

f) For a project within the vicinity of a private airstrip, would the 
project result in a safety hazard for people residing or working in 
the project area?

� � � �

g) Impair implementation of or physically interfere with an 
adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan?

� � � �

h) Expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss, injury or 
death involving wildland fires, including where wildlands are 
adjacent to urbanized areas or where residences are intermixed 
with wildlands?

� � � �

NARRATIVE EXPLANATION

Environmental Setting

Land uses along the Primary Route consist of rural residential uses, agricultural operations 
and transportation facilities.  Transportation facilities include railroad tracks, Interstate 5 
and Kingdon Airport.  None of these land uses are anticipated to contain significant 
amounts of hazardous materials that would be impacted as a result of installation of the 
proposed project.  However, installation of power poles near Kingdon Airport will need to 
conform with the airport land plan and air restriction in the vicinity of the airport.  The EIR 
will expand on this discussion between the Primary Route and the Kingdon Airport Land 
Plan.

Due to the management of the adjacent lands under agricultural production, the threat of 
wildland fires is extremely low.  In addition, due to the rural setting along the Primary 
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Route, the proposed project will not impair implementation or physically interfere with any 
emergency response or evacuation plans.

Power lines and substations involve varying types and degrees of environmental risk.  
Potential hazards include potential hazardous material spills during construction, increased 
electrocution risk, potential hazardous material spills from oil-filled electrical equipment 
and electro-magnetic fields.  There has been public concern since 1979 that 
electromagnetic fields (EMFs) surrounding power lines and other electrical equipment have 
the potential to contribute to increased risk of cancer. The EIR will expand on this 
discussion and cite appropriate guidelines derived from multiple studies regarding the 
health implications of being exposed to EMFs.  

Issues to be addressed in the EIR would include:

• Potential for exposure of construction personnel and future site users to 
environmental risks associated with previous hazardous materials usage or waste 
on or near the project area.

• Identification of potential for use of hazardous materials in construction of the 
project and controls on such use.

• Potential hazards associated with project operation, including a discussion of 
health hazards associated with electromagnetic fields (EMF).  

• Potential conflicts between proposed electrical facilities and airspace restrictions at 
Kingdon Airpark.

9. HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY -- Would the project: Potentially 
Significant 

Impact

Less Than 
Significant With 

Mitigation 
Incorporated

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact

No Impact

a) Violate any water quality standards or waste discharge 
requirements?

� � � �

b) Substantially deplete groundwater supplies or interfere 
substantially with groundwater recharge such that there would be 
a net deficit in aquifer volume or a lowering of the local 
groundwater table level (e.g., the production rate of pre-existing 
nearby wells would drop to a level which would not support 
existing land uses or planned uses for which permits have been 
granted)?

� � � �

c) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or 
area, including through the alteration of the course of a stream or 
river, in a manner which would result in substantial erosion or 
siltation on- or off-site?

� � � �
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d) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or 
area, including through the alteration of the course of a stream or 
river, or substantially increase the rate or amount of surface runoff 
in a manner which would result in flooding on- or off-site?

� � � �

e) Create or contribute runoff water which would exceed the 
capacity of existing or planned stormwater drainage systems?

� � � �

f) Place housing within a 100-year flood hazard area as mapped 
on a federal Flood Hazard Boundary or Flood Insurance Rate Map 
or other flood hazard delineation map?

� � � �

g) Place within a 100-year flood hazard area structures which 
would impede or redirect flood flows?

� � � �

h) Expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss, injury or 
death involving flooding, including flooding as a result of the 
failure of a levee or dam? 

� � � �

i) Inundation by seiche, tsunami, or mudflow? � � � �

NARRATIVE EXPLANATION

Environmental Setting

The project area is flat and no significant drainage features exist within the project area.
The proposed power lines site would not encroach into natural waterways.  The proposed 
power lines would cross irrigation canals and drainage ditches.  These crossings would 
involve the placement of poles in upland areas and the suspension of electrical conductors 
over the waterways.  

The project would not expose people to flooding hazards and will only create insignificant 
amounts of impervious surfaces.  The EIR will describe the existing hydrology features in 
the vicinity of the study area and identify floodplain classifications from FEMA maps.  Due 
to the nature of the proposed project and limited impervious surfaces associated with it, 
groundwater quantity and quality are not anticipated to be impacted by the proposed 
project.

Issues to be addressed in the EIR would include:

• Changes in existing drainage patterns, features and runoff as result of the project.

• Potential construction sediment contributions to waterways and effects on water 
quality.  Application of City and County storm water management requirements to 
the project, and identification of necessary erosion control measures.
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10. LAND USE AND PLANNING – Would the project: Potentially 
Significant 

Impact

Less Than 
Significant With 

Mitigation 
Incorporated

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact

No Impact

a) Physically divide an established community? � � � �

b) Conflict with any applicable land use plan, policy, or 
regulation of an agency with jurisdiction over the project 
(including, but not limited to the general plan, specific plan, local 
coastal program, or zoning ordinance) adopted for the purpose of 
avoiding or mitigating an environmental effect?

� � � �

c) Conflict with any applicable habitat conservation plan or 
natural communities conservation plan? 

� � � �

NARRATIVE EXPLANATION

Environmental Setting

Land uses along the proposed power line alignments are predominantly agricultural, 
primarily vineyards with some row crops and orchards. Rural residences, at low densities, 
are interspersed with agricultural uses along the proposed Primary Route.  Other uses 
along the proposed Primary Route include, a privately-owned airport known as Kingdon 
Airpark, south of Tredway Road; wineries that are open to the public; and two major 
transportation facilities, Interstate 5 and the Union Pacific Railroad which both run north to 
south, intersecting the Primary Route at two specific locations. 

Proposed facilities would be located within existing public road rights-of-way or adjacent 
easements and are exempt from local zoning requirements (Government Code Section 
53091).  There are no schools adjacent to the proposed power line alignments. There are 
no parks or day care facilities located along the proposed Primary Route.  

The EIR will identify, describe, and map existing and planned land uses and circulation 
patterns in the study area and vicinity as well as proposals for development of other lands 
in the vicinity.  The EIR will also address the project’s impact on the City of Lodi and 
County of San Joaquin land use planning documents since the Primary Route will be 
located in both jurisdictions.

Issues to be addressed in the EIR would include:

• Land use change associated with the project and effects on adjoining agricultural 
and rural lands.

• Consistency of the project with approved urban land uses as well as existing 
residential, agricultural and other land uses adjacent to the proposed Primary 
Route.  

• Consistency of the project with land use/circulation designations and applicable 
policy provisions of the Lodi General Plan and the San Joaquin County General 
Plan and zoning.
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• Consistency of the project with any other applicable adopted planning documents.

11. MINERAL RESOURCES -- Would the project: Potentially 
Significant 

Impact

Less Than 
Significant With 

Mitigation 
Incorporated

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact

No Impact

a) Result in the loss of availability of a known mineral resource 
classified MRZ-2 by the State Geologist that would be of value to 
the region and the residents of the state?

� � � �

b) Result in the loss of availability of a locally-important mineral 
resource recovery site delineated on a local general plan, specific 
plan or other land use plan?

� � � �

NARRATIVE EXPLANATION

According to the Sate Department of Conservation’s Mineral Land Classification Map for 
San Joaquin County, there are no known mineral resources of value nor any locally-
important mineral resource recovery sites within the project area.  There will be no further 
discussion regarding impacts to mineral resources in the EIR.

12. NOISE – Would the project result in: Potentially 
Significant 

Impact

Less Than 
Significant With 

Mitigation 
Incorporated

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact

No Impact

a) Exposure of persons to or generation of noise levels in excess of 
standards established in the local general plan or noise ordinance, 
or applicable standards of other agencies?

� � � �

b) Exposure of persons to or generation of excessive groundborne 
vibration or groundborne noise levels?

� � � �

c) A substantial permanent increase in ambient noise levels in the 
project vicinity above levels existing without the project?

� � � �

d) A substantial temporary or periodic increase in ambient noise 
levels in the project vicinity above levels existing without the 
project?

� � � �

e) For a project located within an airport land use plan or, where 
such a plan has not been adopted, within two miles of a public 
airport or public use airport, would the project expose people 
residing or working in the project area to excessive noise levels?

� � � �

f) For a project within the vicinity of a private airstrip, would the 
project expose people residing or working in the project area to 
excessive noise levels?

� � � �

NARRATIVE EXPLANATION

Environmental Setting
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Major existing noise sources in the project area are related to vehicular and aviation traffic 
and railroad operations.  Major transportation noise sources include County roads along 
which the proposed Primary Route is located, Interstate 5 that crosses the segment west of 
Thornton Road and the Union Pacific Railroad that crosses the Harney Lane segment.  
Noise is a significant influence in the immediate vicinity of these transportation facilities.   
On the more lightly-traveled county roads in the unincorporated area, traffic and related 
noise is minimal.  Noise is locally high in the immediate vicinity of the Kingdon Airpark.  
Noise levels are intermittently and seasonally high in agricultural areas but otherwise 
incidental.  

Sensitive receptors are limited to rural residences along the local roads in which the 
Primary Route is located. 
Power line construction activity and related equipment use would result in temporary 
noise increases in the vicinity of construction.  The EIR will evaluate the potential for 
construction noise and any controls necessary to minimize noise on sensitive receptors in 
the vicinity of the project.

No major new long-term noise sources are anticipated with the project.

Issues to be addressed in the EIR would include:

• Construction noise impacts on adjacent rural residential uses.

13. POPULATION AND HOUSING -- Would the project: Potentially 
Significant 

Impact

Less Than 
Significant With 

Mitigation 
Incorporated

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact

No Impact

a) Induce substantial population growth in an area, either directly 
(for example, by proposing new homes and businesses) or 
indirectly (for example, through extension of roads or other 
infrastructure)?

� � � �

b) Displace substantial numbers of existing housing, necessitating 
the construction of replacement housing elsewhere?

� � � �

c) Displace substantial numbers of people, necessitating the 
construction of replacement housing elsewhere?

� � � �

NARRATIVE EXPLANATION

None of the Primary Route segments would involve the demolition of housing or have any 
other direct effect on community population, housing stock, or growth rates.  

Electrical service is presently available in the project area and is not a limit or an 
inducement to growth.  The primary purpose of the proposed project is to increase the 
reliability of the City’s electrical system by providing a second point of supply that will 
prevent mass outages citywide should the initial point of supply be interrupted.  Potential 
growth-inducing impacts will be addressed in a separate EIR chapter devoted to that 
subject.
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14. PUBLIC SERVICES -- Would the project result in substantial 
adverse physical impacts associated with the provision of new or 
physically altered governmental facilities, need for new or physically 
altered governmental facilities, the construction of which could 
cause significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain 
acceptable service ratios, response times or other performance 
objectives for any of the public services:

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact

Less Than 
Significant With 

Mitigation 
Incorporated

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact

No Impact

a) Fire protection? � � � �

b) Police protection? � � � �

c) Schools? � � � �

d) Parks? � � � �

e) Other public facilities? � � � �

NARRATIVE EXPLANATION

Environmental Setting

Due to the rural nature of the Primary Route, certain services are not readily available.  
This becomes a more sensitive issue during the construction phase of the project when 
roadways may be temporarily blocked or detours identified.  Under an operational 
scenario, the project will not modify existing response conditions.  Also, a positive impact 
of the project will be the ability of the City of Lodi to maintain power to the City should 
one of the two connections to the state power grid becomes interrupted.

Due to type and nature of the proposed project, schools, parks and recreation facilities
within both the City and County will not be impacted.

Issues to be addressed in the EIR would include:

• Identify and describe City, County and other service providers in the project area.

• Describe existing facilities crossed by or near the Primary Route.

• Identify the nature and operations of emergency response agencies and any relevant 
capacity or operational constraints for police and fire protection services due to short-
term construction activities or operational activities.  
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15. RECREATION Potentially 
Significant 

Impact

Less Than 
Significant With 

Mitigation 
Incorporated

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact

No Impact

a) Would the project increase the use of existing neighborhood 
and regional parks or other recreational facilities such that 
substantial physical deterioration of the facility would occur or be 
accelerated?

� � � �

b) Does the project include recreational facilities or require the 
construction or expansion of recreational facilities which might 
have an adverse physical effect on the environment?

� � � �

NARRATIVE EXPLANATION

The project would not involve any new demands for recreational sites or facilities or involve any 
adverse physical impact on an existing or planned recreational facility.  The project does not 
include recreational facilities, or require construction or expansion of recreational facilities. 

16.  TRANSPORTATION/TRAFFIC – Would the project: Potentially 
Significant 

Impact

Less Than 
Significant With 

Mitigation 
Incorporated

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact

No Impact

a) Cause an increase in traffic which is substantial in relation to 
the existing traffic load and capacity of the street system (i.e., 
result in a substantial increase in either the number of vehicle 
trips, the volume to capacity ratio on roads, or congestion at 
intersections)?

� � � �

b) Exceed, either individually or cumulatively, a level of service 
standard established by the county congestion management 
agency for designated roads or highways?

� � � �

c) Result in a change in air traffic patterns, including either an 
increase in traffic levels or a change in location that results in 
substantial safety risks?

� � � �

d) Substantially increase hazards to a design feature (e g., sharp 
curves or dangerous intersections) or incompatible uses (e g, farm 
equipment)?

� � � �

e) Result in inadequate emergency access? � � � �

f) Result in inadequate parking capacity? � � � �

g) Conflict with adopted policies supporting alternative 
transportation (e.g., bus turnouts, bicycle racks)?

� � � �
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NARRATIVE EXPLANATION

Environmental Setting

The EIR will identify and describe existing transportation systems in the project vicinity, 
including I-5, SR 12, County roads crossed and followed by the Primary Route, and the 
Union Pacific Railroad line.  The EIR will also describe Kingdon Airpark and related air 
traffic controls and other operational safety features.   

Issues to be addressed in the EIR would include: 

• Project effects on highway traffic operations, and on existing and projected local 
traffic operations during construction. 

• Effects of proposed power line on operation of Kingdon Airpark and related air 
traffic control, based on analysis of conflicts with defined airport safety areas for the 
airport.  

• Effects of the project on any other transportation systems in the project vicinity.

17. UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS -- Would the project: Potentially 
Significant 

Impact

Less Than 
Significant With 

Mitigation 
Incorporated

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact

No Impact

a) Exceed wastewater treatment requirements of the applicable 
Regional Water Quality Control Board?

� � � �

b) Require or result in the construction of new water or 
wastewater treatment facilities or expansion of existing facilities, 
the construction of which could cause significant environmental 
effects?

� � � �

c) Require or result in the construction of new storm water 
drainage facilities or expansion of existing facilities, the 
construction of which could cause significant environmental 
effects?

� � � �

d) Are sufficient water supplies available to serve the project from 
existing entitlements and resources, or are new or expanded 
entitlements needed?

� � � �

e) Has the wastewater treatment provider which serves or may 
serve the project determined that it has adequate capacity to serve 
the project's projected demand in addition to the provider's 
existing commitments?

� � � �

f) Is the project served by a landfill with sufficient permitted 
capacity to accommodate the project's solid waste disposal 
needs?

� � � �

g) Comply with federal, state. and local statutes and regulations 
related to solid waste? 

� � � �
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NARRATIVE EXPLANATION

Environmental Setting

The EIR will identify and describe existing and planned utility systems located in and 
serving the project area, including overhead utilities and pipelines.  The EIR will discuss 
City of Lodi electrical utility operations, NCPA and applicable inter-agency relationships. 

Issues to be addressed in the EIR would include:

• Potential effects of project construction on any existing or planned pipelines, 
communication, power, telephone or other utility facilities in the project 
vicinity.  

• Beneficial effects in terms of improving system reliability and transmission 
capacity impacts.  

• Effects of the project on availability of renewable energy supplies, if any.  

• Potential effects on other utility system operations in the project area, if any.

18. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE --

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact

Less Than 
Significant With 

Mitigation 
Incorporated

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact

No Impact

a) Does the project have the potential to degrade the quality of the 
environment, substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife 
species, cause a fish or wildlife population to drop below self-
sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal 
community, reduce the number or restrict the range of a rare or 
endangered plant or animal or eliminate important examples of 
the major periods of California history or prehistory?

� � � �

b) Does the project have impacts that are individually limited, but 
cumulatively considerable? ("Cumulatively considerable" means 
that the incremental effects of a project are considerable when 
viewed in connection with the effects of past projects, the effects 
of other current projects, and the effects of probable future 
projects)?

� � � �

c) Does the project have environmental effects which will cause 
substantial adverse effects on human beings, either directly or 
indirectly?

� � � �



Lodi West 60kV Power Line Project, Initial Study/Notice of Preparation for EIR 3-23

NARRATIVE EXPLANATION

The proposed project would involve the possibility of significant effects on aesthetic, 
biological, hazards and cultural resources.  These potential effects would be considered in 
detail in the EIR.  

The project would involve the potential for cumulatively considerable contributions, and 
therefore potentially significant, cumulative impacts.  Potential cumulative effects will be 
addressed in a separate chapter of the EIR and will address potential cumulative effects in 
each environmental discipline.  In addition, the EIR will also include consideration of 
growth-inducing impacts, irreversible effects and other technical requirements of CEQA.

Other than the potential environmental effects described in this document, the project 
would involve no other known impacts that could cause substantial adverse effects on 
human beings, either directly or indirectly.  
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