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REFERENCE           68 
 
INTRODUCTION TO INITIAL STUDY  
The project site is located at 2360 West Century Blvd. Adjacent to the well site is the site for a 
future City-owned DeBenedetti Park of Lodi. Well No. 27 has been drilled, but has not been 
activated. The well is a gravel envelope steel casing well to the depth of 505 feet below the 
ground surface complete with sanitary seal. Once completed and activated, Well No. 27 will 
produce drinking water approximately 1,600 gallons per minute.  
 
At this point, the water Well No. 27 has been drilled and the well head has been constructed but 
is not capable of discharging water to City mains. Until its completion and activation, the well 
head will be fenced off by a temporary chain link enclosure. Once completed, the well site will 
include pump and motor, water piping, storm drain piping, electrical panel, and sound wall-
fencing 8’ in height, granular activated carbon filters (if needed) and a portable generator (if 
needed) for emergency power. The new well will be part of the Lodi water supply system. The 
timing of completion of the proposed DeBenedetti Park of Lodi is unknown at this time. The 
proposed Negative Declaration covers the municipal well commonly referred to as Well No. 27. 
The proposed Negative Declaration, which attests that there will be no adverse environmental 
impact. 
  
 
PURPOSE OF INITIAL STUDY 
The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) requires that public agencies document and 
consider the potential environmental effects of any agency actions that meet CEQA’s definition 
of a “project;” briefly summarized, a “project” is an action that has the potential to result in direct 
or indirect physical changes in the environment. A project includes the agency’s direct activities 
as well as activities that involve public agency approvals or funding. Guidelines for an agency’s 
implementation of CEQA are found in the “CEQA Guidelines” (Title 14, Chapter 3 of the 
California Code of Regulations). 
 
Provided that a project is not found to be exempt from CEQA, the first step in the agency’s 
evaluation of the potential environmental effects of the project is the preparation of an Initial 
Study. The purpose of an Initial Study is to determine whether the project would involve 
“significant” environmental effects as defined by CEQA and to describe feasible mitigation 
measures that would be necessary to avoid the significant effects or reduce them to a less than 
significant level. In the event that the Initial Study does not identify significant effects, or 
identifies mitigation measures that would reduce all of the significant effects of the project to a 
less than significant level, the agency may prepare a Negative Declaration. If this is not the 
case, the agency must prepare an Environmental Impact Report (EIR); the agency may also 
decide to proceed directly with the preparation of an EIR without preparation of an Initial Study. 
Construction completion of a new well requires the preparation and adoption of an Initial 
Study/Negative Declaration.  Negative Declaration 08-ND-02 was prepared and circulated for 
review on this project and no significant environmental impacts will result from the proposed 
project.   
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NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY 
Notice is herby given that the City of Lodi, Community Development Department, has completed an initial study 
and proposed a Negative Declaration pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act for the project described 
below. 
 
The initial study prepared by the City was undertaken for the purpose of determining whether the project may have 
a significant effect on the environment. On the basis of the initial study, Community Development Department staff 
has concluded that the project will not have a significant effect on the environment, and therefore has prepared a 
proposed Negative Declaration 08-02.  The initial study reflects the independent judgment of the City.   
 
File Number: 08-ND-02 
 
Project Title: City of Lodi Well No. 27 
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The project site is located at 2360 West Century Blvd. Adjacent to the well site is the 
site for a future City-owned DeBenedetti Park of Lodi. Well No. 27 has been drilled, but has not been activated. 
The well is a gravel envelope steel casing well to the depth of 505 feet below the ground surface complete with 
sanitary seal. Once completed and activated, Well No. 27 will produce drinking water approximately 1,600 gallons 
per minute.  
 
At this point, the water Well No. 27 has been drilled and the well head has been constructed but is not capable of 
discharging water to City mains. Until its completion and activation, the well head will be fenced off by a temporary 
chain link enclosure. Once completed, the well site will include pump and motor, water piping, storm drain piping, 
electrical panel, and sound wall-fencing 8’ in height, granular activated carbon filters (if needed) and a portable  
generator (if needed)for emergency power. The new well will be part of the Lodi water supply system. The timing of 
completion of the proposed DeBenedetti Park of Lodi is unknown at this time. The proposed Negative Declaration 
covers the municipal water well commonly referred to as Well No. 27. The proposed Negative Declaration, which 
attests that there will be no adverse environmental impact. 
 
Copies of the Initial Study and the proposed Negative Declaration are on file and available for review at the 
following locations: 1) Lodi City Hall, Community Development Department located at 221 West Pine Street, Lodi, 
CA 95240; 2) Lodi Public Library, 201 West Locust Street, Lodi, CA 95240; and 3) City of Lodi website at 
www.lodi.gov. The City will receive comment on the Initial Study and proposed Negative Declaration for a 30-day 
period, commencing on Monday November 9, 2009 through Friday December 11, 2009. Any person wishing to 
comment on the Initial Study and proposed Negative Declaration must submit such comments in writing to the City 
of Lodi at the following address: 
 
Konradt Bartlam, Community Development Director 
City of Lodi 
P. O. Box 3006 
Lodi, CA 95241 
 
The City will provide additional public notices when the public hearings have been scheduled to consider approval 
of the Negative Declaration. 
 
___________________________________________ _________________________________ 
Signature    Date 
 
Konradt Bartlam_ _______________________________  
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Printed Name     
 
 
City of Lodi    Proposed Negative Declaration 
  
Prepared pursuant to City of Lodi Environmental Guidelines, §§ 1.7 (c), 5.5 
 
File Number: ND 08-02 
 
Project Title:  City of Lodi Well No. 27 
 
Project Description:   
The project site is located at 2360 West Century Blvd. Adjacent to the well site is the site for a future City-
owned DeBenedetti Park of Lodi. Well No. 27 has been drilled, but has not been activated. The well is a 
gravel envelope steel casing well to the depth of 505 feet below the ground surface complete with sanitary 
seal. Once completed and activated, Well No. 27 will produce drinking water approximately 1,600 gallons 
per minute.  
 
At this point, the water Well No. 27 has been drilled and the well head has been constructed but is not 
capable of discharging water to City mains. Until its completion and activation, the well head will be 
fenced off by a temporary chain link enclosure. Once completed, the well site will include pump and 
motor, water piping, storm drain piping, electrical panel, and sound wall-fencing 8’ in height, granular 
activated carbon filters (if needed) and a portable  generator (if needed)for emergency power. The new 
well will be part of the Lodi water supply system. The timing of completion of the proposed DeBenedetti 
Park of Lodi is unknown at this time. The proposed Negative Declaration covers the municipal water well 
commonly referred to as Well No. 27. The proposed Negative Declaration, which attests that there will be 
no adverse environmental impact. 
 
Project Location: 
The project site is located in the City of Lodi, County of San Joaquin. The project site is located at POR. 
SEC. 15, T.3N.R.6E. M.D.B&M., (+38° 6' 25.95", -121° 18' 14.62"). The project site is zoned PUB-Public 
and has a General Plan designation DBP - Drainage Basin Park. 
 
Name of Project Proponent/Applicant: City of Lodi. 
A copy of the Initial Study (“Environmental Information Form” and “Environment Checklist”) documenting 
the reasons to support the adoption of a Negative Declaration is available at the City of Lodi Community 
Development Department. 
 
Mitigation measures are  are not ⌧included in the project to avoid potentially significant effects on the 
environment. 
 
The public review on the proposed Negative Declaration will commence on Monday November 9, 2009 
and end at 5:00 p.m. on Friday December 11, 2009. 
 
The Planning Commission will hold a public hearing on the proposed Negative Declaration at a future 
date.  
 
 
_____________________________________________ ________________________________ 
Signature    Date 
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Konradt Bartlam_ _______________________________  
Printed Name     

 
CITY OF LODI 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
 

221 West Pine Street 
P. O. Box 3006 
Lodi, CA 95240-1910 
(209)333-6711 
(209)333-6842 Fax 
www.lodi.gov  

NEGATIVE DECLARATION NO. 08-ND-05 

Project Title: 
City of Lodi Well No. 27 

Reference Application Numbers: 
08-ND-02 
 

Lead Agency: 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT  
221 West Pine Street 
P. O. Box 3006 
Lodi, CA 95240-1910 

Contact Person and Telephone No.: 
Immanuel Bereket 
Assistant Planner  
(209)333-6711 

PROJECT LOCATION/DESCRIPTION:  
  The project site is located at 2360 West Century Blvd. Adjacent to the well site is the site for a future City-
owned DeBenedetti Park of Lodi. Well No. 27 has been drilled, but has not been activated. The well is a gravel 
envelope steel casing well to the depth of 505 feet below the ground surface complete with sanitary seal. Once 
completed and activated, Well No. 27 will produce drinking water approximately 1,600 gallons per minute.  
 
At this point, the water Well No. 27 has been drilled and the well head has been constructed but is not capable of 
discharging water to City mains. Until its completion and activation, the well head will be fenced off by a 
temporary chain link enclosure. Once completed, the well site will include pump and motor, water piping, storm 
drain piping, electrical panel, and sound wall-fencing 8’ in height, granular activated carbon filters (if needed) and 
a portable  generator (if needed)for emergency power. The new well will be part of the Lodi water supply system. 
The timing of completion of the proposed DeBenedetti Park of Lodi is unknown at this time. The proposed 
Negative Declaration covers the municipal water well commonly referred to as Well No. 27. The proposed 
Negative Declaration, which attests that there will be no adverse environmental impact. 
Project Proponent and Address: 
 City of Lodi, Public Works Department 
221 West Pine Street 
Lodi, CA 95241  
Public Agencies with Approval Authority: 
City of Lodi  
Community Development Department – Planning Division 
General Plan Designation:  
DBP, Drainage Basin Park 

City Zoning Designation:   
PUB-Public 
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Surrounding Land Use Designations:  
North: RMD, Medium Density Residential and PD (24), Planned Development mostly residential. 
South: PUB, Public (park and middle school) 
East: R-2, Single Family Residences. 
West: PUB, Park. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED 
The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this project, involving at least one impact 
that is a “Potentially Significant Impact” as indicated by the checklist on the following pages. 

 Aesthetics  Agriculture Resources  Air Quality 

 Biological Resources  Cultural Resources  Geology/Soils 

 Hazards & Hazardous Materials  Hydrology/Water Quality  Land Use/Planning 

 Mineral Resources  Noise  Population/Housing 

 Public Services  Recreation  Transportation/Traffic 

 Utilities/Service Systems  Mandatory Findings of Significance 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS/INITIAL STUDY CHECKLIST 
This section documents the screening process used to identify and focus upon environmental impacts that could result 
from this project. The Initial Study Checklist below follows closely the form prepared by the Governor’s Office of 
Planning and Research and was used in conjunction with the City’s CEQA Thresholds Guide and other sources to 
screen and focus upon potential environmental impacts resulting from this project. Impacts are separated into the 
following categories: 
 
No Impact.   This category applies when a project would not create an impact in the specific environmental issue 

area. A “No Impact” finding does not require an explanation when the finding is adequately supported by 
the cited information sources (e.g., exposure to a tsunami is clearly not a risk for projects not near the 
coast). A finding of “No Impact” is explained where the finding is based on project-specific factors as well 
as general standards (e.g., the project will not expose sensitive receptors to pollutants, based on a 
project-specific screening analysis). 

 
Less Than Significant Impact. This category is identified when the project would result in impacts below the 

threshold of significance, and would therefore be less than significant impacts. 
 
Less Than Significant After Mitigation. This category applies where the incorporation of mitigation measures would 

reduce a “Potentially Significant Impact” to a “Less Than Significant Impact.” The mitigation measures 
are described briefly along with a brief explanation of how they would reduce the effect to a less than 
significant level. Mitigation measures from earlier analyses may be incorporated by reference. There are 
no such impacts for the proposed project. 

 
Potentially Significant Impact. This category is applicable if there is substantial evidence that a significant adverse 

effect might occur, and no feasible mitigation measures could be identified to reduce impacts to a less 
than significant level. If there are one or more “Potentially Significant Impact” entries when the 
determination is made, an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) is required. There are no such impacts for 
the proposed project. 

 
Sources of information that adequately support findings of no impact are referenced following each question.  All 
sources so referenced are available for review at the offices of the Community Development Department, Planning 
Division, 221 West Pine Street, Lodi, California 95241. Answers to other questions (as well as answers of “no impact” 
that need further explanation) are discussed following each question. 
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DETERMINATION: 
On the basis of this initial evaluation: 

1. I find that the project could not have a significant effect on the environment, and a NEGATIVE 
DECLARATION will be prepared. 

 

   
2. I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, there 

will not be a significant effect in this case because revisions in the project have been made by or 
agreed to by the project proponent. A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

 

   
3. I find the proposed project may have a significant effect on the environment, and an 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required. 
 

   
4. I find that the proposed project may have a “potentially significant impact” or “potentially 

significant unless mitigated impact” on the environment, but at least one effect 1) has been 
adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and 2) has 
been addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis as described on attached 
sheets. An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required, but it must analyze only the effects 
that remain to be addressed. 

 

   
5. I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, 

because all potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier EIR or 
Negative Declaration pursuant to applicable standards, and (b) have been avoided or mitigated 
pursuant to that earlier EIR or Negative Declaration, including revisions or mitigation measures 
that are imposed upon the proposed project, nothing further is required. 

 

 
 
 ________________________________________                 ___________________________ 
Project Planner   Date 
 
________________________________________                 ___________________________ 
Community Development Director                         Date 
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I. AESTHETICS  
Environmental Setting: 
The project site is located on West Century Boulevard between Lower Sacramento Road and 
Mills Avenue in the DeBenedetti Park of the City of Lodi. The location is shown in vicinity map 
and aerial pictures, as well as on the site plan. The project area is mostly developed with single 
family residences to the east and is surrounded by vacant lot to the north and Public Park to 
the south and west. The project site has been disturbed through grading and ground-clearing 
activities. 
 
There are no private or public roads within the project area that are designated as “All 
American Road” under the Federal Highway Administration’s National Scenic Byways Program. 
All roads nationally designated are considered part of America’s Byways collection and must 
possess at least one of these six intrinsic qualities: historic, cultural, natural, scenic, 
recreational, and/or archaeological. To receive an All-American Road designation, a road must 
possess multiple intrinsic qualities that are nationally significant and contain one-of-a-kind 
features that do not exist elsewhere. The road must also be considered a “destination unto 
itself,” and must provide an exceptional travel experience. All the roads within the project 
vicinity are mostly residential roadways and have no scenic value.  
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I. AESTHETICS.  Would the project:    
 

    

a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic 
vista? 

 

    

b) Substantially damage scenic resources, 
including, but not limited to, trees, rock 
outcroppings, and historic buildings within a 
State scenic highway?  

 

    

c) Substantially degrade the existing visual 
character or quality of the site and its 
surroundings?  

 

    

d) Create a new source of substantial light or 
glare which would adversely affect day or 
nighttime views in the area?  

 

    

 
a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista? 

Reference: City of Lodi General Plan Final Environmental Impact Report SCH NO. 89020206 
and California, State of, Department of Transportation. San Joaquin County Officially Designated 
State Scenic Highways and Historic Parkways. 2009. Available online at 
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/LandArch/scenic_highways/index.htm  
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A scenic vista generally provides focal views of objects, settings, or features of visual 
interest or panoramic views of large geographic areas of scenic quality, primarily from a 
given vantage point. A significant impact may occur if the proposed project introduces 
incompatible visual elements within a field of view containing a scenic vista or substantially 
alters a view of a scenic vista.  

The project would be located adjacent and along the residential street and public park. The 
site is located within an urbanized area. No scenic vistas exist on or close to the project 
site. The proposed project involves construction of municipal water well within a public park, 
and no structures or other elements that may obstruct scenic vistas are planned. To the 
extent feasible, the well site and other planned structures will be designed and located in a 
manner that does not remove, alter, or destroy an existing valued natural or urban feature 
that contributes to the valued aesthetic character of an area; or so that key views are not 
blocked. Therefore, no impact on scenic vistas would occur as a result of the proposed 
project. 

b) Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not limited to, trees, rock 
outcroppings, and historic buildings within a State scenic highway? 
Reference: City of Lodi General Plan Final Environmental Impact Report SCH NO. 89020206 
and California, State of, Department of Transportation. San Joaquin County Officially Designated 
State Scenic Highways and Historic Parkways. 2009. Available online at 
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/LandArch/scenic_highways/index.htm  

A significant impact may occur where scenic resources within a state scenic highway would 
be damaged or removed by the proposed project.  
 
No state-designated scenic highways are located near the proposed project. These findings 
are based on a review of the California Scenic Highway Mapping System. Therefore, no 
impact on state-designated scenic highways would occur. 

 
c) Substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality of the site and its 

surroundings? 
Reference: City of Lodi General Plan Final Environmental Impact Report SCH NO. 89020206 
and California, State of, Department of Transportation. San Joaquin County Officially Designated 
State Scenic Highways and Historic Parkways. 2009. Available online at 
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/LandArch/scenic_highways/index.htm  

A significant impact may occur if the proposed project introduces incompatible visual 
elements to the project site or visual elements that would be incompatible with the 
character of the area surrounding the project site.   
 
The proposed project involves construction of a municipal well. The project site is disturbed 
through grading activities an is currently vacant undeveloped land. The completion of the 
proposed project would improve the aesthetic qualities of the site and make it more 
compatible with the requirements of the City’s current General, community, and specific 
plans, thereby ensuring compliance with the current policies of the City’s Municipal Code. 
Therefore, no adverse impact on the existing visual character or quality of the site and its 
surroundings would occur. 

 
d) Create a new source of substantial light or glare which would adversely affect day or 

nighttime views in the area?   
Reference: City of Lodi General Plan Final Environmental Impact Report SCH NO. 89020206 
and California, State of, Department of Transportation. San Joaquin County Officially Designated 
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State Scenic Highways and Historic Parkways. 2009. Available online at 
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/LandArch/scenic_highways/index.htm  

A significant impact may occur if the proposed project introduces a new source of light or 
glare that would be incompatible with the areas surrounding the project site or pose a 
safety hazard, especially to motorists using adjacent streets; caused a substantial increase 
in ambient illumination levels beyond the property line or caused new lighting to spill-over 
onto light-sensitive land uses such as residential, some commercial and institutional uses 
that require minimum illumination for proper function, and natural areas. 

The construction and completion of the proposed well is not expected to have a continuous 
demand for exterior lighting. Construction lighting would be used as necessary on a 
temporary basis and would be governed by Municipal Code and Standard Specifications 
designed to minimize impacts (e.g. it would be shielded and directed toward the 
construction, away from residences). There may be occasional lights at the well site for 
emergency repairs. No permanent sources of light or glare would be built as part of the 
proposed project. No impact is anticipated. 

 
 
MITIGATION MEASURES 
No mitigation is required. 
 
FINDINGS 
The project would not result in significant aesthetic impacts. 
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II. AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES 
Environmental Setting: 
A public street, Century Blvd, runs along the northern border of the project area. Uses located 
south and east of the project are newer subdivisions exclusively containing single family 
residences. Uses to the north consist of mixed density residential uses. The closest agricultural 
resources in the vicinity of the project area are vineyards to the west (approximately 2,200 ft. 
west of the project site). This area has been annexed into the City with residential land use 
designations. The project site does not contain agricultural resources. 
  
In determining whether impacts to agricultural resources are significant environmental effects, 
lead agencies may refer to the California Agricultural Land Evaluation and Site Assessment 
Model (1997), prepared by the California Department of Conservation as an optional model for 
use in assessing impacts on agricultural and farmland. 

 
 

ISSUES 

Po
te

nt
ia

lly
 

Si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
 

Im
pa

ct
 

Po
te

nt
ia

lly
 

Si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
 

U
nl

es
s 

M
iti

ga
tio

n 
Le

ss
 T

ha
n 

Si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
 

Im
pa

ct
 

N
o 

Im
pa

ct
 

II. AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES.  In determining 
whether impacts to agricultural resources are 
significant environmental effects, lead agencies may 
refer to the California Agricultural Land Evaluation 
and Site Assessment Model (1997) prepared by the 
California Dept. of Conservation as an optional 
model to use in assessing impacts on agriculture 
and farmland.  Would the project: 

 

    

a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or 
Farmland of Statewide Importance (Farmland), as 
shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the 
Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of 
the California Resources Agency, to a non-
agricultural use?  

 

    

b) Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, 
or a Williamson Act contract?  

 

    

c) Involve other changes in the existing environment 
which, due to their location or nature, could result 
in conversion of Farmland to non-agricultural 
use?  

 

    

a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide Importance 
(Farmland), as shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and 
Monitoring Program of the California Resources Agency, to a non-agricultural use? 
Reference: California, State of, Department of Conservation, Division of Land Resource 
Protection. San Joaquin County Important Farmland 2006, City of Lodi General Plan (1991) 
Conservation Element 
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A significant impact may occur if the proposed project were to result in the conversion of 
state-designated agricultural land from agricultural use to another non-agricultural use.  
 
According to the State Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program, no Prime Farmland, 
Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide Importance exists within the project area. 
Therefore, no adverse impact is anticipated.  

b) Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a Williamson Act contract? 
Reference: California, State of, Department of Conservation, Division of Land Resource 
Protection. San Joaquin County Important Farmland 2006, City of Lodi General Plan (1991) 
Conservation Element  

A significant impact may occur if the proposed project were to result in the conversion of 
land zoned for agricultural use or included under a Williamson Act contract from agricultural 
use to another non-agricultural use.  
 
The proposed project is located in an urbanized area of the City where no agricultural uses 
or properties included in a Williamson Act contract exist. Therefore, no impact related to 
conflicts with existing zoning for agricultural use would occur. 

 
c) Involve other changes in the existing environment which, due to their location or nature, 

could result in conversion of Farmland to non-agricultural use? 
Reference: California, State of, Department of Conservation, Division of Land Resource 
Protection. San Joaquin County Important Farmland 2006, City of Lodi General Plan (1991) 
Conservation Element 

 A significant impact may occur if a project results in the conversion of farmland to a non-
agricultural use.  
 
No farmland exists on or in the immediate vicinity of the project site. The project site has 
been disturbed through grading and clearing activities. The project area is considered urban 
land. Therefore, no impact related to the conversion of farmland to non-agricultural use 
would occur. 
 

 
MITIGATION MEASURES 
No mitigation is required. 

 
FINDINGS 
The project would not result in adverse impacts to agricultural resources. 
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III.   AIR QUALITY  
Environmental Setting: 
The federal Clean Air Act requires each state to identify areas where the ambient air quality 
violates federal standards. States are required to develop, adopt, and implement a state 
implementation plan (SIP) to achieve, maintain, and enforce federal Ambient Air Quality 
Standards (AAQS) in these non-attainment areas. The California Air Resources Board 
(CARB) is responsible for compiling and submitting the SIP to the USEPA. Local districts are 
responsible for preparing the portion of the SIP applicable within their boundaries.  
 
The project is located in the northern part of the San Joaquin Valley Air Basin and is within 
the jurisdiction of the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District (SJVAPCD), which 
regulates air quality in the San Joaquin Valley. The SJVAPCD has prepared and implements 
specific plans to meet the applicable laws, regulations and programs, including the 1991 Air 
Quality Attainment Plan (AQAP). In addition, the SJVAPCD has developed the Guide for 
Assessing and Mitigating Air Quality Impacts (Guide) to help lead agencies in the evaluating 
the significance of air quality impacts. Air quality and the amount of a given pollutant in the 
atmosphere are determined by the amount of pollutant released and the atmosphere’s ability 
to transport and dilute the pollutant. The major determinants of transport and dilution are 
wind, atmospheric stability, terrain and for photochemical pollutants, sunlight. 
 
The Federal Clean Air Act and the California Clean Air Act of 1988 require that the State Air 
Resources Board, based on air quality monitoring data, designate portions of the state where 
the federal or state ambient air quality standards are not met as “non-attainment areas.” 
Because of the differences between the national and state data standards, the designation of 
nonattainment areas is different under the federal and state legislation. Under the California 
Clean Air Act, the San Joaquin Valley is considered a non-attainment area for ozone and 
PM10 (fine particulate matter less than 10 microns in diameter). The Federal Clean Air Act 
(FCA) and the California Clean Air Act (CCA) require areas that are designated non-
attainment to reduce emissions until air quality standards are met. 
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III. AIR QUALITY.  Where available, the significance 
criteria established by the applicable air quality 
management or air pollution control district may be 
relied upon to make the following determinations.  
Would the project: 

 

    

a) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the 
applicable air quality plan?  

 

    

b) Violate any air quality standard or contribute 
substantially to an existing or projected air quality 
violation?  
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c) Result in a cumulatively considerable net 
increase of any criteria pollutant for which the 
project region is non-attainment under an 
applicable federal or State ambient air quality 
standard (including releasing emissions which 
exceed quantitative thresholds for ozone 
precursors)?  

 

    

d) Expose sensitive receptors to substantial 
pollutant concentrations?  

 

    

e) Create objectionable odors affecting a substantial 
number of people?  

 
 

    

a) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable air quality plan? 
Reference: City of Lodi General Plan, Conservation Element: Goal F 

A significant impact may occur if the project is not consistent with applicable Air Quality 
Management Plan (AQMP) or in some way represents a substantial hindrance to employing 
the policies or obtaining the goals of the plan. The San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control 
District (SJVAPCD), which regulates air quality in the San Joaquin Valley, has prepared and 
implements specific plans to meet the applicable laws, regulations and programs, including 
the 1991 Air Quality Attainment Plan (AQAP), which is a comprehensive air pollution control 
program for attaining state and federal ambient air quality standards. As part of its General 
Plan, the City adopted an Air Quality Element that contains policies and goals for attaining 
state and federal air quality standards, while simultaneously facilitating local economic growth 
and includes implementation strategies for local programs contained in the AQMP. A 
significant impact would occur if the project were not consistent with the AQMP or the City’s 
General Plan. 
The proposed project would serve existing and intended land uses and would not include 
regional employment or population growth. The main objectives of the project are to meet 
regulatory requirements and improve water quality. The project would also not result in a 
violation of air quality standards, as discussed in item 3(b) below. The project would therefore 
be consistent with the AQMP. No impact would occur. 

 
b) Violate any air quality standard or contribute substantially to an existing or projected air 

quality violation? 
Reference: City of Lodi General Plan, Conservation Element: Goal F and Air Quality and Guide 
for Assessing and Mitigating Air Quality Impacts (Guide) prepared by SJVAPCD. 

A significant impact may occur if the proposed project violated any SJVAPCD air quality 
standard. The SJVAPCD has set thresholds of significance for reactive organic gases (ROG), 
nitrogen oxides (NOx), carbon monoxide (CO), sulfur dioxide (S02), and particulate matter 
(PM10) emissions resulting from construction and operation in the San Joaquin Valley.  
 
According to the district’s Guide for Assessing and Mitigating Air Quality Impacts projects 
proposed in jurisdiction with general plans that are consistent with the SJVAPCD’s Air Quality 
Attainment Plan (AQAP) and projects that conform to those general plans would not create 
significant cumulative air quality impacts.  

08-ND-02  City of Lodi Well No. 27 21



In formulating its compliance strategies, the SJVAPCD relies on planned land uses 
established by local general plans. Land use patterns influence transportation needs, and 
motor vehicles are the primary source of air pollution. As stated in the Guide, projects 
proposed in jurisdictions with general plans that are consistent with the SJVAPCD’s AQAP 
and projects that conform to those general plans would not create significant cumulative air 
quality impacts. The proposed project conforms to the City’s General Plans and would not 
conflict with the applicable clean air plan. Other than construction related trips and periodic 
service trips to the well site, the well is not expected to generate traffic volume beyond the 
assumption used to formulate the SJVAPCD’s plans and standards. 
 
Further, The EPA designated the entire San Joaquin Valley as non-attainment for two 
pollutants: ozone and particle matter. On April 24, 2004, the EPA reclassified the San 
Joaquin Valley ozone non-attainment area from its previous severe status to “extreme” at 
the request of the San Joaquin Air Pollution Control District Board. On December 17, 2004, 
EPA took action to designate attainment and non-attainment areas under the more 
protective national air quality standards for fine particles or PM10.  
 
Levels of PM10 in the San Joaquin Valley currently exceed California Clean Air Act 
standards; therefore, the area is considered a non-attainment area for this pollutant relative 
to the State standards. PM10 levels monitored at the Stockton-Hazelton Street ambient air 
quality monitoring station, the closest monitoring station with PM10 data, exceeded the 
State’s standard at three times per year in 2003 and 2004. The standard was exceeded ten 
times in 2002. No exceedances of the State or federal CO standards have been recorded 
at any of the region’s monitoring stations in the last three years. The San Joaquin Valley is 
currently considered a maintenance area for State and federal CO standards. 
 
The District adopted an Ozone Attainment Demonstration Plan (2004) and a PM10 
Attainment Demonstration Plan (2003). In addition, to meet California Clean Air Act 
requirements, the District adopted the California Clean Air Act Triennial Progress Report 
and Plan Revision 1997-1999, adopted in 2001 to address the California ozone standard. A 
broad range of actions to improve air quality are set forth in the adopted plans to reduce 
CO, O3 precursor emissions, and particulate matter. Generally, the State standards for 
these pollutants are more stringent than the national standards. Each district plan is to 
achieve a 5 percent annual reduction average 3 consecutive 3-year periods, in district-wide 
emissions of each non-attainment pollutant or its precursors. Air quality standards are 
exceeded primarily during meteorological conditions conducive to high pollution levels, 
such as cold, windless winter nights or hot, sunny summer afternoons. 
 
The SJVAPCD significance threshold for construction dust impacts is based on the 
appropriateness of construction dust controls. The SJVAPCD regulates construction 
emissions through its Regulation VIII. Regulation VIII does not require any formal dust 
control plans or permits, but violations of the requirements of Regulation VIII are subject to 
enforcement action. The provisions of Regulation VIII pertaining to construction activities 
require: 

 
• Effective dust suppression for land clearing, grubbing, scraping, excavation, land 

leveling, grading, cut and fill and demolition activities. 

• Effective stabilization of all disturbed areas of a construction site, including 
storage piles, not used for seven or more days. 
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• Control of fugitive dust from on-site unpaved roads and off-site unpaved access 
roads. 

• Removal of accumulations of mud or dirt at the end of the work day or once every 
24 hours from public paved roads, shoulders and access ways adjacent to the 
site. 

Construction activities would temporarily affect local air quality, causing a temporary 
increase in particulate dust and other pollutants. However, this impact is considered 
less-than-significant. 

 
c) Result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria pollutant for which the 

project region is non-attainment under an applicable federal or State ambient air quality 
standard (including releasing emissions which exceed quantitative thresholds for ozone 
precursors)?  
Reference: City of Lodi General Plan, Conservation Element: Goal F and Air Quality and 
Guide for Assessing and Mitigating Air Quality Impacts (Guide) prepared by SJVAPCD. 

A significant impact may occur if the proposed project, when viewed together with the 
effects of other projects, would result in a considerable net increase of a criteria pollutant 
for which the region exceeds air quality standards.  
 
The district is designated as a non-attainment area for PM10. For any project that does not 
individually have operational air quality impacts, the determination of a significant 
cumulative impact should be based on the evaluation of the project’s consistency with the 
general plan and the general plan with regional air quality plan. SJVAPCD’s approach for 
assessing cumulative impacts is based on the AQMP forecasts of attainment of ambient air 
quality standards in accordance with the requirements of the federal and state Clean Air 
Acts. As discussed earlier in 3a, the proposed project would be consistent with the AQMP, 
which is intended to bring the district into attainment for all criteria pollutants. Further, as 
indicated in item 3(b) above, construction and operational emissions of the project would 
not exceed the SJVAPCD's thresholds of significance for criteria pollutants. For those 
emissions generated during construction, the minor generation of criteria pollutants would 
be temporary and short-term in nature. 
 
Climate change has been at the forefront of research and policy in recent years. In June 
2005, California Governor Arnold Schwarznegger signed Executive Order (E.O.) S-3-05. 
The goal of this E.O. is to reduce the state’s greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, including 
carbon dioxide, methane, nitrous oxide, hydrofluorocarbons, perfluorocarbons, and sulfur 
hexafluoride emissions, to 2000 levels by 2010, 1990 levels by 2020, and 80% below the 
1990 levels by the year 2050. On 2006, the California Global Warming Solutions Act, also 
known as Assembly Bill (AB) 32, established a cap on statewide greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions, called for a regulatory framework to achieve the corresponding emissions 
reduction, and charged the California Air Resources Board (CARB) with implementation of 
the act. 
 
When dealing with air quality issues related to operation emissions, thresholds are usually 
compared to the net change in emissions compared to baseline conditions (normally 
existing conditions with no project). However, the project’s purpose is to meet water 
demands/needs of the City and, moreover, the well has been drilled. Thus, the City does 
not have a “no project” option.  The proposed project would be connected to the City mains 
and will include pump and motor but not onsite treatment facility. GHG emissions are tied to 
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energy consumption, in general, the more energy used the higher the emissions. Based on 
pre-design information, no substantial energy use was identified for operation of the well. 
The project would incorporate energy efficiency through selection of energy efficient motors 
and pumps thus optimizing energy consumption as feasible. The energy required for 
operation of the well would be consistent with the City’s General Plan and the district’s 
requirements. Therefore, impacts would be less than significant.  

 
d) Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations? 

Reference: City of Lodi General Plan, Conservation Element: Goal F and Air Quality and 
Guide for Assessing and Mitigating Air Quality Impacts (Guide) prepared by SJVAPCD. 

A significant impact may occur if construction or operation of the proposed project 
generated pollutant concentrations to a degree that would significantly affect sensitive 
receptors. Land uses considered to be sensitive receptors include long-term health care 
facilities, rehabilitation centers, convalescent centers, retirement homes, residences, 
schools, playgrounds, child care centers, and athletic facilities. 
 
When quantifying mass emissions for localized analysis, only emissions that occur on the 
site are considered. Consistent with SJVAPCD’s Localized Significant Threshold (LST) 
methodology guidelines, emissions related to off-site delivery/haul truck activity and 
employee trips are not considered in the evaluation of localized impacts. During 
construction, the project may generate fugitive dust. However, applicable best management 
practices such as those in SJVAPCD Section 6 (Mitigating Air Quality Impacts) would, in 
addition to minimizing air quality impacts, also help minimize potential construction odors. 
Therefore, application of best management practices and local construction standards 
would reduce impacts that may result from construction-period air pollutant emissions to 
less than significant. 

 
e) Create objectionable odors affecting a substantial number of people? 

Reference: City of Lodi General Plan, Conservation Element: Goal F and Air Quality and 
Guide for Assessing and Mitigating Air Quality Impacts (Guide) prepared by SJVAPCD. 

A significant impact may occur if construction or operation of the proposed project would 
result in the generation of odors that would be detectable in adjacent areas.  
 
According to the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District Guide, land uses 
associated with odor complaints typically include agricultural uses, wastewater treatment 
plants, food processing plants, chemical plants, composting, refineries, landfills, dairies, 
and fiberglass molding facilities. The proposed project does not include any uses identified 
therein as being associated with odors. In addition, mandatory compliance with SJVAPCD 
rules will ensure that no construction activities or materials are proposed that would create 
a significant level of objectionable odors. As such, potential odor impacts during short-term 
construction would be less than significant. 

 
 
MITIGATION MEASURES 
No mitigation is required. 

 
FINDINGS 
The project would not result in adverse impacts to air quality. 
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IV. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES 

Environmental Setting: 
The project area is disturbed through grading activities associated with the storm water 
detention facility, the DeBenedetti Park development and the drilling of the water well. 
According to the City’s General Plan EIR, there are no known special-status species with 
potential to occur within or adjacent to the project area. The San Joaquin County Multi-
Species Habitat Conservation and Open Space Plan categorizes the project area as urban 
land, having no biological, no agricultural, no riparian habitat or other sensitive natural 
community resources value. 
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IV. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES.  Would the project: 
 

    

a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly 
or through habitat modifications, on any species 
identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special 
status species in local or regional plans, policies, 
or regulations, or by the California Department of 
Fish and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service? 

 

    

b) Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian 
habitat or other sensitive natural community 
identified in local or regional plans, policies, 
regulations or by the California Department of 
Fish and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service? 

 

    

c) Have a substantial adverse effect on federally 
protected wetlands as defined by Section 404 of 
the Clean Water Act (including, but not limited to, 
marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) Through direct 
removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or other 
means?  

 

    

d) Interfere substantially with the movement of any 
native resident or migratory fish or wildlife species 
or with established native resident or migratory 
wildlife corridors, or impede the use of native 
wildlife nursery sites?  

 

    

e) Conflict with any local policies or ordinances 
protecting biological resources, such as a tree 
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preservation policy or ordinance?  
 

f) Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat 
Conservation Plan, Natural Community 
Conservation Plan or other approved local, 
regional, or State habitat conservation plan?  

 

    

a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat modifications, on 
any species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special status species in local or 
regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by the California Department of Fish and 
Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service? 

Reference: Cit of Lodi. General Plan Final Draft Environmental Impact Report, 1991 and the 
San Joaquin County Multi-Species Habitat Conservation and Open Space Plan (SJMSCP); 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Critical Habitat Database (http://crithab.fws.gov/) 
A significant impact may occur if the proposed project would remove or modify habitat for 
any species identified or designated as a candidate, sensitive, or special-status species in 
local or regional plans, policies, or regulation or by the state or federal regulatory agencies 
cited. 
 
The project site consists of disturbed, graded and cleared park land and is devoid of trees or 
significant vegetation. Previously EIRs for the project vicinity established no habitat or 
sensitive natural community exist within the project area. Further, the proposed project is 
consistent with the San Joaquin County Multi-Species Habitat Conservation and Open 
Space Plan (SJMSCP), as amended, as reflected in the conditions of project approval for 
this proposal. Pursuant to the Final EIR/EIS for the San Joaquin county Multi-Species 
Habitat Conservation and Open Space Plan (SJMSCP), dated November 15, 2000, and 
certified by the San Joaquin Council of Governments on December 7, 2000, implementation 
of the SJMSCP is expected to reduce impacts to biological resources resulting from the 
proposed project to a level of less-than–significant. That document is hereby incorporated by 
reference and is available for review during regular business hours at the San Joaquin 
Council of Governments (555 East Webber Avenue/Stockton, CA 95202) or online at: 
www.sjcog.org. According to the SJCOG HCP, the project area is classified as Category A, 
which is disturbed urban land that has no wetlands, biological resources. Therefore, no 
impact is anticipated.  

 
b) Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other sensitive natural 

community identified in local or regional plans, policies, regulations or by the California 
Department of Fish and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service? 
Reference: Cit of Lodi. General Plan Final Draft Environmental Impact Report, 1991 and the 
San Joaquin County Multi-Species Habitat Conservation and Open Space Plan (SJMSCP); 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Critical Habitat Database (http://crithab.fws.gov/) 

A significant impact may occur if riparian habitat or any other identified sensitive natural 
community were to be adversely modified.  
 
No riparian habitat or sensitive natural communities exist on or immediately adjacent to the 
project site. Therefore, the proposed project would have no impact on any riparian habitat 
or sensitive natural community. 
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c) Have a substantial adverse effect on federally protected wetlands as defined by Section 
404 of the Clean Water Act (including, but not limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, 
etc.) Through direct removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or other means? 
Reference: Cit of Lodi. General Plan Final Draft Environmental Impact Report, 1991 and the 
San Joaquin County Multi-Species Habitat Conservation and Open Space Plan (SJMSCP); 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Critical Habitat Database (http://crithab.fws.gov/) 

A significant impact may occur if wetlands that are protected under federal regulation, as 
defined by Section 404 of the Clean Water Act, would be modified or removed.  
 
According to a review of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Wetlands Online Mapper, no 
wetlands, as defined by Section 404 of the Clean Water Act, exist on or in the immediate 
vicinity of the project site. Therefore, no impacts related to wetlands would occur. 

 
d) Interfere substantially with the movement of any native resident or migratory fish or 

wildlife species or with established native resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or 
impede the use of native wildlife nursery sites? 

Reference: Cit of Lodi. General Plan Final Draft Environmental Impact Report, 1991 and the 
San Joaquin County Multi-Species Habitat Conservation and Open Space Plan (SJMSCP); 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Critical Habitat Database (http://crithab.fws.gov/) 

A significant impact may occur if the proposed project interferes or removes access to a 
migratory wildlife corridor or impedes the use of native wildlife nursery sites.  
 
The proposed project is located in an urbanized area of City of Lodi, and no known wildlife 
corridors or nursery sites are located on or in proximity to the project site. Construction of 
the project would not require removal of any street trees. Therefore, no impacts are 
anticipated to occur, and no further analysis of this issue is required.   

 
e) Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources, such as a 

tree preservation policy or ordinance? 
Reference: Cit of Lodi. General Plan Final Draft Environmental Impact Report, 1991 and the 
San Joaquin County Multi-Species Habitat Conservation and Open Space Plan (SJMSCP); 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Critical Habitat Database (http://crithab.fws.gov/) 

A significant impact may occur if the proposed project would cause an impact that was 
inconsistent with local regulations pertaining to biological resources, including protected 
trees.  
 
There are no locally designated natural communities within or adjacent to the project area, 
and the proposed project would not result in the removal of any heritage trees. Further, the 
City of Lodi General Plan (Conservation Element) includes goals and policies intended to 
protect sensitive native vegetation and wildlife habitats. Goals E, Policy 2 in the General 
Plan Conservation element refers to the City of Lodi’s regulation of “heritage tree” removal.2 
The proposed project would not result in the removal of any heritage trees. Thus, no impact 
would result. 
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f) Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural 
Community Conservation Plan or other approved local, regional, or State habitat 
conservation plan? 
Reference: Cit of Lodi. General Plan Final Draft Environmental Impact Report, 1991 and the 
San Joaquin County Multi-Species Habitat Conservation and Open Space Plan (SJMSCP); 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Critical Habitat Database (http://crithab.fws.gov/) 

A significant impact may occur if the proposed project were inconsistent with mapping or 
policies in any conservation plans of the types cited.  
 
No habitat conservation plans are applicable to the project area. Accordingly, the proposed 
project would not conflict with any local, regional, or state habitat conservation plan. 
Therefore, no impact would occur. 

 
 
MITIGATION MEASURES 
No mitigation is required. 

 
FINDINGS 
The project would not result in adverse impacts to biological resources. 
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V. CULTURAL RESOURCES  
 Environmental Setting: 

Cultural resources are locations of human activity, occupation, or use. They include 
expressions of human culture and history in the physical environment, such as archaeological 
sites, historic buildings and structures, or other culturally significant places. Cultural resources 
can also be natural features, plants, and animals or places that are considered to be important 
or sacred to a culture, subculture, or community. Resources may be important individually or as 
part of a grouping of complementary resources, such as a historic neighborhood. 

 
 The project area is urbanized land within the City limits. The project area is disturbed through 

grading activities associated with the construction of storm water detention facility, the 
proposed DeBenedetti Park (public park) development and the drilling of the water well. 
According to the City’s General Plan EIR, there are no known special-status species within the 
project site or potential thereof to occur within or adjacent to the project area. Previous EIRs 
did not identify any cultural resources that would typically occur in the area and no additional 
investigations are necessary prior to project implementation. Implementation of the project 
does not require any special mitigation measures for the protection of cultural resources 
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V. CULTURAL RESOURCES.  Would the project: 
 

    

a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the 
significance of a historical resource as defined 
in '15064.5?  

 

    

b) Cause a substantial adverse change in the 
significance of an archaeological resource 
pursuant to '15064.5?  

 

    

c) Directly or indirectly destroy a unique 
paleontological resource or site or unique 
geologic feature?  

 

    

d) Disturb any human remains, including those 
interred outside of formal cemeteries?  
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a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource as 

defined in '15064.5? 
Reference: Cit of Lodi. General Plan Final Draft Environmental Impact Report 1991 and City 
of Lodi General Plan Urban Design and Cultural Resources Element, Policy Goals 

A significant impact would occur if the project caused a substantial adverse change to a 
historical resource through demolition, destruction, relocation, or alteration of the resource 
or its immediate surroundings such that the significance of the historical resource would be 
materially impaired.  
 
A historical resource is defined as (1) a resource listed in, or determined by the State 
Historical Resources Commission to be eligible for listing in, the California Register of 
Historical Resources; (2) a resource listed in a local register of historical resources or 
identified as significant in an historical resource survey meeting certain state guidelines; or 
(3) an object, building, structure, site, area, place, record, or manuscript that a lead agency 
determines to be significant in the architectural, engineering, scientific, economic, 
agricultural, educational, social, political, military, or cultural annals of California, provided 
that the lead agency’s determination is supported by substantial evidence in light of the 
whole record.  
 
Based on previous EIRs, no prehistoric or historic cultural resources have been identified 
within the project area. No historical buildings have been identified on the project site. 
However, if during construction any historical resources are uncovered, work will be halted 
until a qualified expert can evaluate the situation and recommend mitigation measures. 
 

b) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an archaeological resource 
pursuant to '15064.5?  
Reference: Cit of Lodi. General Plan Final Draft Environmental Impact Report 1991 and City 
of Lodi General Plan Urban Design and Cultural Resources Element, Policy Goals 

A significant impact would occur if the project causes a substantial adverse change to an 
archaeological resource through demolition, construction, conversion, rehabilitation, 
relocation, or alteration.  
 
Review of previous EIRs for the project area indicate that no cultural resources have been 
identified within the project area, and no cultural resources have been recorded. The 
project is located in a heavily disturbed urban area and was deemed to have a low 
sensitivity for cultural resources. Should any potentially important cultural deposits be 
encountered during construction, per standard public works construction practice, work 
would be temporarily diverted from the vicinity of the find until a qualified archaeologist can 
identify and evaluate the find, conduct any appropriate assessment, and make 
recommendations as needed to protect the resource or mitigate impacts. Therefore, 
impacts are anticipated to be less than significant.  

 
c) Directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological resource or site or unique 

geologic feature? 
Reference: Cit of Lodi. General Plan Final Draft Environmental Impact Report 1991  

A significant impact may occur if grading or excavation activities associated with the 
proposed project would disturb paleontological resources or geologic features that exist 
within the project site.  
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According to the current General Plan EIR, no known paleontological resources, sites, or 
unique geologic features are located in the project area or in the immediate vicinity. 
Therefore, no impact on paleontological resources would occur as a result of the proposed 
project. However, in accordance with standard City procedures, a halt-work condition would 
be in place in the unlikely event paleontological resources are discovered during 
construction. Therefore, less than significant impacts are expected to occur. 
 

d) Disturb any human remains, including those interred outside of formal cemeteries? 
Reference: Cit of Lodi. General Plan Final Draft Environmental Impact Report 1991  

A significant impact may occur if grading or excavation activities associated with the 
proposed project would disturb previously interred human remains.  

No known burial sites are located within the project site. Should human remains be 
encountered during construction, per standard public works construction practice, work 
would be temporarily diverted from the vicinity of the find until the coroner is notified in 
accordance with the Health and Safety Code Section 7050.5. If the remains were 
determined to be of Native American descent, the coroner would have 24 hours to notify 
the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC). The NAHC would identify the person(s) 
thought to be the Most Likely Descendent, who would then help determine the appropriate 
course of action. 

 
MITIGATION MEASURES 
No mitigation is required. 

 
FINDINGS 
The project would not result in adverse impacts to cultural resources. 
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VI. GEOLOGY AND SOILS  
 Environmental Setting: 
 According to the City’s General Plan, no earthquake faults underlie the City of Lodi. A report 

prepared by Kleinfelder titled Geotechnical Services Report,1 dated January 2006, mapped the 
nearest Seismic Source Type A fault greater than 9.32 miles from the City limits. Given that 
recognized faults neither cross the site nor are adjacent to it, the potential for fault rupture is 
considered remote and a less than significant impact would result from the project. 
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VI. GEOLOGY AND SOILS.  Would the project: 
 

    

a) Expose people or structures to potential 
substantial adverse effects, including the risk of 
loss, injury, or death involving:  

 

    

i) Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as 
delineated on the most recent Alquist-Priolo 
Earthquake Fault Zoning Map issued by the 
State Geologist for the area or based on 
other substantial evidence of a known fault? 
 Refer to Division of Mines and Geology 
Special Publication 42.  

 

    

ii) Strong seismic ground shaking?  
 

    

iii) Seismic-related ground failure, including 
liquefaction?  

 

    

iv) Landslides?  
 

    

b) Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of 
topsoil?  
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c) Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is 
unstable, or that would become unstable as a 
result of the project, and potentially result in on- 
or off-site landslide, lateral spreading, 
subsidence, liquefaction or collapse?  

 

    

d) Be located on expansive soil, as defined in 
Table 18-1-B of the Uniform Building Code 
(1994), creating substantial risks to life or 
property?  

 

    

e) Have soils incapable of adequately supporting 
the use of septic tanks or alternative waste 
water disposal systems where sewers are not 
available for the disposal of waste water?  

 

    

a) Expose people or structures to potential substantial adverse effects, including the risk 
of loss, injury, or death involving:   

 
i) Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as delineated on the most recent Alquist-

Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Map issued by the State Geologist for the area or 
based on other substantial evidence of a known fault?  Refer to Division of Mines 
and Geology Special Publication 42;  

Reference: Cit of Lodi. General Plan Health Safety Element  
A significant impact may occur if the proposed project resulted in or exposed people 
to adverse effects involving fault rupture, such as from placement of structures or 
infrastructure within a state-designated Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zone or 
other designated fault zone.  

 
The project site is not located within an Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zone, 
according to the City’s General Plan Safety Element. The proposed project does not 
involve construction of any structures. Per standard practice, site-specific 
geotechnical and geological investigations that focus on these potential hazards are 
performed as part of project design studies. Therefore, the potential for exposure of 
people or structures to hazards due to ground surface rupture is considered low. As 
such, no impact would occur. 

 
ii) Strong seismic ground shaking;  

Reference: Cit of Lodi. General Plan Health and Safety Element  
A significant impact may occur if the proposed project results in or exposes people 
to adverse effects involving strong ground shaking from fault rupture or seismic 
hazards.  
 
As indicated in VI(a)(i) above, the project site is not located within an Alquist-Priolo 
Earthquake Fault Zone. The project involves construction of a municipal well. The 
proposed project would not change existing conditions in the project site and would 
not expose persons, buildings, or other structures to seismic ground shaking. In 
addition, the project’s adherence to the California Building Code (CBC) minimum 
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standards for good engineering and construction practices would reduce potential 
seismic impacts. Therefore, no impact would occur. 

 
iii) Seismic-related ground failure, including liquefaction; 

Reference: Cit of Lodi. General Plan health and Safety Element  
A significant impact may occur if the project were to result in or expose people to 
adverse effects involving seismic-related ground failure from liquefaction and other 
geologic hazards. Liquefaction is a form of earthquake-induced ground failure that 
occurs primarily in relatively shallow, loose, granular, water-saturated soils.  

 
Although the project is within proximity of a basin, the proposed project would not 
involve construction of any structures that would be exposed to liquefaction. The 
proposed project would bring a well in-line that has already been drilled. 
Implementation of the proposed project would not create any new impacts related to 
liquefaction beyond existence. Construction of the proposed project would be 
required to comply with applicable City of Lodi Municipal Code and development 
standards. Compliance with these requirements would provide an acceptable level 
of safety.Therefore, a less-than-significant impact related to liquefaction would 
occur. 
 

 iv) Landslides? 
Reference: Cit of Lodi. General Plan health and Safety Element 

A significant impact may occur if the project results in or exposes people to adverse 
effects involving landslides.  
 
According to the Safety Element of the City’s General Plan, the project site is not 
located in an Earthquake-Induced Landslide Seismic Hazard Zone and contains no 
significant slopes. No impact is anticipated.  

 
b). Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of topsoil?   

Reference: Cit of Lodi. General Plan Conservation Element, Goal D 
A significant impact may occur if the proposed project exposes large areas to the erosional 
effects of wind or water for a prolonged period of time.  
 
In accordance with standard specifications, a stormwater pollution prevention plan for 
erosion and sedimentation control would be implemented during construction. Best 
management practices would be undertaken to control runoff and erosion during 
construction and activation of the well. Such control measures would prevent substantial soil 
erosion or the loss of topsoil. After completion of construction, the project site would be 
entirely landscaped and provided with ground-covers. Therefore, a less-than-significant 
impact would occur. 

 
c) Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable, or that would become unstable as 

a result of the project, and potentially result in on- or off-site landslide, lateral 
spreading, subsidence, liquefaction or collapse? 
Reference: Cit of Lodi. General Plan Health and Safety Element 

A significant impact may occur if the proposed project is built in an unstable area without 
proper site preparation or design features, thereby posing a hazard to life and property.  
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The project site is not located within a designated liquefaction area. Given the limited scope 
of the construction activities associated with the proposed project, the proposed project 
would not result in unstable geologic conditions. Therefore, a less-than-significant impact 
would result. 

 
d) Be located on expansive soil, as defined in Table 18-1-B of the Uniform Building Code 

(1994), creating substantial risks to life or property? 
Reference: Cit of Lodi. General Plan Health and Safety Element 

Expansive soils typically have a high clay content and high shrink-swell potential. Shrinking 
and swelling of soils underlying a project area may cause structures to become physically 
unsound or walkways to buckle and become dangerous or difficult to navigate. A significant 
impact may occur if the proposed project is built upon expansive soils without proper site 
preparation or design features to provide adequate foundations for project buildings, 
thereby posing a hazard to life and property.  
 
The overall soils in the general vicinity of the project site do not contain highly expansive 
soils. Furthermore, the proposed project would not include construction of structures. As 
such, no impact would occur that would create substantial risks to life or property as a 
result of building on expansive soils without proper design features to reduce or eliminate 
such risks. No impact is anticipated. 

 
e) Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the use of septic tanks or alternative 

waste water disposal systems where sewers are not available for the disposal of waste 
water? 
Reference: Cit of Lodi. General Plan Health and Safety Element 

A significant impact may occur if the proposed project is built on soils that are incapable of 
adequately supporting the use of septic tanks or alternative wastewater disposal systems 
and such a system is proposed.  
 
The proposed project involves bringing a well in-line and would  not generate wastewater or 
require the installation of septic tanks or alternative wastewater disposal systems. 
Therefore, no impacts would occur. 

 
 
MITIGATION MEASURES 
No mitigation is required. 

 
FINDINGS 
The project would not result in adverse impacts to geology and soil. 
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VII. HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS  

Environmental Setting: 
Hazardous materials are substances which can harm people or the environment, can impair 
human health if contacted, ingested, or inhaled. Such processes are classified as hazardous 
because of materials they use or because of the potential for spills, fire or explosions to 
occur. 
 
The existing uses in the Plan area do not currently contain or generate substantial hazardous 
materials or waste. A search of U.S.EPA Superfund site revealed no current or historic 
hazardous waste sites in the plan area  
(http://www.epa.gov/region09/cleanup/california.html).  
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VII. HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS.  
Would the project: 

 

    

a) Create a significant hazard to the public or the 
environment through the routine transport, use, 
or disposal of hazardous materials?  

 

    

b) Create a significant hazard to the public or the 
environment through reasonably foreseeable 
upset and accident conditions involving the 
release of hazardous materials into the 
environment?  

 

    

c) Emit hazardous emissions or handle 
hazardous or acutely hazardous materials, 
substances, or waste within one-quarter mile of 
an existing or proposed school?  

 

    

d) Be located on a site which is included on a list     
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of hazardous materials sites compiled pursuant 
to Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as 
a result, would it create a significant hazard to 
the public or the environment?  

 
e) For a project located within an airport land use 

plan or, where such a plan has not been 
adopted, within two miles of a public airport or 
public use airport, would the project result in a 
safety hazard for people residing or working in 
the project area?  

 

    

f) For a project located within the vicinity of a 
private airstrip, would the project result in a 
safety hazard for people residing or working in 
the project area?  

 

    

g) Impair implementation of or physically interfere 
with an adopted emergency response plan or 
emergency evacuation plan?  

 

    

h) Expose people or structures to a significant risk 
of loss, injury or death involving wildland fires, 
including where wildlands are adjacent to 
urbanized areas or where residences are 
intermixed with wildlands?  

 

    

a) Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through the routine 
transport, use, or disposal of hazardous materials? 
Reference: California, State of, Department of Toxic Substance Control’s EnviroStor Data 
Management System and United States Environmental Protection Agency. Region 9: Cleanup 
in the Pacific Southwest, Cleanup Sites in California. 

A significant impact may occur if the proposed project involves the use or disposal of 
hazardous materials as part of its routine operations and has the potential to generate toxic 
or otherwise hazardous emissions.  
 

The proposed project involves construction of a municipal well. Operation of the proposed 
facility would not require transport, use of, or disposal of significant quantities of hazardous 
materials, including, but not limited to oils, pesticides, or chemicals. According to an EDR 
Radius Map Report (a review of federal and state agency lists) and a review of GeoTracker 
on the State Water Resources Control Board web site, there is no site within the project area 
that has been identified as having contamination from a leaking underground storage tank. 
However, if unknown contamination were identified during project construction or a spill were 
to occur during construction, agencies with jurisdiction would be notified and immediate 
measures would be taken to ensure the health and safety of the public and workers and to 
protect the environment. Adherence to regulations set forth by local, state, and federal 
regulatory agencies would reduce the potential for hazardous materials impacts to less than 
significant levels. 
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b) Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through reasonably 
foreseeable upset and accident conditions involving the release of hazardous materials 
into the environment? 
Reference: California, State of, Department of Toxic Substance Control’s EnviroStor Data 
Management System and United States Environmental Protection Agency. Region 9: Cleanup 
in the Pacific Southwest, Cleanup Sites in California. 

A significant impact may occur if the proposed project uses substantial amounts of 
hazardous materials as part of routine operations, which could pose a hazard under accident 
or upset conditions.  
 
The proposed project involves construction of a municipal well. However, construction 
vehicles carrying hazardous materials may be temporarily present at the project site during 
construction. Nonetheless, the proposed project would not increase the potential for 
accidents or spills beyond existing conditions. Furthermore, the next phase of the project is 
construction of a CMU fence and bringing the well in-line. There is no heavy construction 
being proposed. Therefore, no impact would occur. 

 
c) Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely hazardous materials, 

substances, or waste within one-quarter mile of an existing or proposed school? 
Reference: California, State of, Department of Toxic Substance Control’s EnviroStor Data 
Management System; United States Environmental Protection Agency. Region 9: Cleanup in 
the Pacific Southwest, Cleanup Sites in California and City of Lodi MapGuide. 

A significant impact may occur if the proposed project is located within 0.25 mile of an 
existing or proposed school site and projected to release toxic emissions that pose a hazard 
beyond regulatory thresholds.  
 
The only school within 0.25 mile of the site is a public school called Eldreth Larson School, 
located at 2375 Giannoni Way. However, the proposed project would not involve the use of 
hazardous materials or result in the release of hazardous materials or substances. 
Furthermore, as mentioned in VII (7)(a), above, there are no contaminated sites located 
within 0.25 mile of the project site. Therefore, no impact is anticipated. 

 
d) Be located on a site which is included on a list of hazardous materials sites compiled 

pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as a result, would it create a 
significant hazard to the public or the environment? 
Reference: California, State of, Department of Toxic Substance Control’s EnviroStor Data 
Management System and United States Environmental Protection Agency. Region 9: Cleanup 
in the Pacific Southwest, Cleanup Sites in California. 

A significant impact may occur if the proposed project site contains hazardous materials that 
would create a significant hazard to the public or the environment. California Government 
Code Section 65962.5 requires state agencies to compile lists of hazardous waste disposal 
facilities, unauthorized releases from underground storage tanks, contaminated drinking 
water wells, and solid waste facilities from which there is known hazardous waste and 
submit such information to the Secretary for Environmental Protection on at least an annual 
basis.  
 
The project site is not listed in the State Water Resources Control Board GeoTracker system 
which includes leaking underground fuel tank sites and Spills, Leaks, Investigations, and 
Cleanups sites; or the Department of Toxic Substances Control EnviroStor Data 
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Management System which includes CORTESE sites, or the Environmental Protection 
Agency’s database of regulated facilities. No impact is anticipated. 
 

e) For a project located within an airport land use plan or, where such a plan has not been 
adopted, within two miles of a public airport or public use airport, would the project 
result in a safety hazard for people residing or working in the project area? 
Reference: City of Lodi General Plan  

A significant impact may occur if the proposed project site is located within a public airport 
land use plan area or within 2 miles of a public airport and would create a safety hazard.  
 
The project is not located within an airport land use plan or within 2 miles of a public airport 
or pubic use airport. Therefore, no impact would occur. 

 
f) For a project located within the vicinity of a private airstrip, would the project result in a 

safety hazard for people residing or working in the project area? 
Reference: City of Lodi General Plan  

A significant impact may occur if the proposed project is located within the vicinity of a 
private airstrip and creates a safety hazard for people in the project area.  
 
The proposed project is not located within the vicinity of a private airstrip; therefore, no 
impact would occur. 

 
g) Impair implementation of or physically interfere with an adopted emergency response 

plan or emergency evacuation plan? 
Reference: City of Lodi General Plan, Safety Element 

A significant impact may occur if the proposed project were to interfere with roadway 
operations occurring in conjunction with an emergency response plan or emergency 
evacuation plan or generate enough traffic to create traffic congestion that would interfere 
with the execution of such a plan.  
 

The proposed water well will not interfere with an emergency response plan or emergency 
evacuation plan. By increasing overall system efficiency by making additional water 
available, the proposed municipal well will provide, if needed, emergency water flows and 
thereby provide a positive impact to emergency response in the area. Therefore, the project 
would not impair implementation of or physically interfere with an adopted emergency 
response plan or emergency evacuation plan. No adverse impact would occur. 

h) Expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss, injury or death involving 
wildland fires, including where wildlands are adjacent to urbanized areas or where 
residences are intermixed with wildlands? 
Reference: City of Lodi General Plan, Safety Element 

A significant impact may occur if the proposed project is located in or adjacent to a wildland 
area and places persons or structures at risk in the event of a fire.  

The proposed project is located in a fully developed portion of the City of Lodi. No wildlands 
exist near the project site. Therefore, no impact would occur. 

 
MITIGATION MEASURES 
No mitigation is required. 
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FINDINGS 
Less-than-significant impact is anticipated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VIII. HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY  

Environmental Setting: 
Surface Water 
Groundwater is the primary source of municipal water for the City of Lodi. The project site 
overlies the Eastern San Joaquin Groundwater Basin, which is a part of the Central Valley 
Groundwater Basin. With a combined capacity of 50.7 million gallons per day (mgd), 
groundwater from 26 wells is the primary source of water supply for the City of Lodi.The supply 
of groundwater in the basin is contained in the Mehrten formation and overlying younger 
aquifer units below the City. The aquifer underlying Lodi is largely unconfined. Groundwater is 
encountered nearest to the surface in the northwestern portion of Lodi near Woodbridge at 
approximately 20 feet and is encountered at greater depths in areas located in the southeast, 
at approximately 60 feet below ground surface. Primary sources of recharge to the aquifer 
underlying Lodi include seepage from the Mokelumne River, deep percolation of rainfall, 
regional sources including the Delta and along the Sierra mountain-front, and percolation of 
irrigation water particularly in the areas to the west which receive surface water from the WID. 
 
The Mokelumne River is the only source of above-ground water in the community. Water drawn 
from the Mokelumne River provides irrigation for agricultural lands in and around the City, as 
well as for recreational uses and freshwater habitat. Water quality tests have indicated that the 
levels of fecal coliform are above the maximum concentration levels allowed by the State for 
drinking water. This surface water is not currently used for human consumption in Lodi, but the 
City has recently secured a long-term contract for approximately 6,000 acre-feet of water from 
the Mokelumne River for municipal use. The Woodbridge Irrigation District (WID) will provide 
6,000 acre-feet per year of untreated surface water for 40 years. The City is currently 
examining its options for developing this water supply, which may include groundwater 
recharge or a water treatment plant.  
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VIII. HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY.  Would 
the project: 
 

    

a) Violate any water quality standards or waste 
discharge requirements?  

 

    

b) Substantially deplete groundwater supplies or 
interfere substantially with groundwater 
recharge such that there would be a net deficit 
in aquifer volume or a lowering of the local 
groundwater table level (e.g., the production 
rate of pre-existing nearby wells would drop to a 
level which would not support existing land 
uses or planned uses for which permits have 
been granted)?  

 

    

c) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern 
of the site or area, including through the 
alteration of the course of a stream or river, in a 
manner which would result in substantial 
erosion or siltation on- or off-site?  

 

   

d) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern 
of the site or area, including through the 
alteration of the course of a stream or river, or 
substantially increase the rate or amount of 
surface runoff in a manner which would result in 
flooding on- or off-site?  

 

   

e) Create or contribute runoff water which would 
exceed the capacity of existing or planned 
stormwater drainage systems or provide 
substantial additional sources of polluted 
runoff?  

 

   

f) Otherwise substantially degrade water quality?  
 

   

g) Place housing within a 100-year flood hazard 
area as mapped on a federal Flood Hazard 
Boundary or Flood Insurance Rate Map or other 
flood hazard delineation map?  
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h) Place within a 100-year flood hazard area 
structures which would impede or redirect flood 
flows?  

 

   

i) Expose people or structures to a significant risk 
of loss, injury or death involving flooding, 
including flooding of as a result of the failure of 
a levee or dam?  

 

   

j) Inundation by seiche, tsunami, or mudflow?  
 

   

 
 
a) Violate any water quality standards or waste discharge requirements? 

Reference: City of Lodi General Plan, Conservation Element, Water Supply and City of Lodi 
Stormwater Management Program 

A significant impact may occur if the proposed project discharges water that does not meet 
the water quality standards set by agencies that regulate surface water quality and water 
discharge into stormwater drainage systems 
 
The next phase of the project involves bringing the well in-line. Construction of the well 
would adhere to applicable stormwater management requirements for pollution prevention. 
Construction practices would include erosion control, spill prevention and control, solid and 
hazardous waste management, and dust control to reduce the discharge of pollutants from 
construction areas to the stormwater system. Use of these standards practices would 
reduce impacts to less than significant.  

 
b) Substantially deplete groundwater supplies or interfere substantially with groundwater 

recharge such that there would be a net deficit in aquifer volume or a lowering of the 
local groundwater table level (e.g., the production rate of pre-existing nearby wells 
would drop to a level which would not support existing land uses or planned uses for 
which permits have been granted)? 
Reference: City of Lodi General Plan, Conservation Element, Water Supply and West Yost & 
Associates, Technical Memorandum No.1 Full Surface Water Implementation Study. 

Groundwater is a primary of the water supply for the City of Lodi. It is also used by private 
residences (domestic users) that were recently annexed into the City. A project would 
normally have a significant impact on groundwater supplies if it were to result in a 
demonstrable and sustained reduction in groundwater recharge capacity or change the 
potable water levels enough to reduce the ability of a water utility to use the groundwater 
basin for public water supplies or the storage of imported water, reduce the yields of 
adjacent wells or well fields, or adversely change the rate or direction of groundwater flow. 
 
The Mokelumne River is the only source of above-ground water in the community. Water 
drawn from the Mokelumne River provides irrigation for agricultural lands in and around the 
City, as well as for recreational uses and freshwater habitat. Water quality tests have 
indicated that the levels of fecal coliform are above the maximum concentration levels 
allowed by the State for drinking water. This surface water is not currently used for human 
consumption in Lodi. In May 2003, the City of Lodi secured a long term contract with the 
Woodbridge Irrigation District (WID) to provide an additional 6,000 acre-feet water per year 
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of untreated surface water from the Mokelumne River for municipal use for 40 years. The 
City is currently examining its options for developing this water supply, which may include 
groundwater recharge or a water treatment plant. 

 
Bringing Well No. 27 in-line will provide water to the area by producing approximately 1,600 
gallons of water per minute. This proposed water amount will not result in substantial 
depletion of groundwater supplies or interfere substantially with groundwater recharge such 
that there would be a net deficit in aquifer volume or a lowering of the local groundwater 
table level. The City’s decision to build a water treatment facility to supplement the City’s 
groundwater supply will ensure the City’s ability to provide water to its citizens without further 
depleting the groundwater table. Therefore, no impact is anticipated. 

 
c) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area, including through 

the alteration of the course of a stream or river, in a manner which would result in 
substantial erosion or siltation on- or off-site? 
Reference: City of Lodi General Plan, Conservation Element, Water Supply 
 A significant impact may occur if the proposed project results in a substantial alteration of 
drainage patterns and a substantial increase in erosion or siltation during construction or 
operation of the project.  

 
The project site is located in a developed portion of the City of Lodi and is currently disturbed 
ground through grading and boring activities. The subject well has been drilled but has not 
been activated. No streams or river courses are located on or immediately adjacent to the 
project site. The Mokelumne River is located approximately 2.3 miles north of the project site 
and the Woodbridge Irrigation Canal (W.I.D) is located approximately .5 mile to the east. 
During activation phase of the project, erosion control measures would be in place to 
minimize erosion of the exposed soils. Runoff from the proposed project would be directed 
toward existing or newly constructed storm drains. Therefore, the proposed project would 
not alter the existing drainage pattern of the project site either during construction or 
operation. As such, no impact would occur that would affect the existing drainage pattern on 
or near the proposed project site 

 
d) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area, including through 

the alteration of the course of a stream or river, or substantially increase the rate or 
amount of surface runoff in a manner which would result in flooding on- or off-site? 
Reference: City of Lodi General Plan, Conservation Element, Water Supply  

A significant impact may occur if the proposed project results in increased runoff volumes 
during construction or operation and flooding conditions that affect the project site or nearby 
properties.  
 
As indicated in VIII (c), above, the project site is mostly developed and has been disturbed 
through grading and boring activities. The subject municipal well has already been drilled 
and is awaiting construction of a fence and activation. Any runoff generated from the next 
phase of the project would be directed toward existing storm drains. A new detention basin 
adjacent to the project site is in the process of being constructed. Therefore, the existing 
drainage pattern of the project site would not be altered during construction or operation, 
and no impact would occur. 

 

08-ND-02  City of Lodi Well No. 27 43



e) Create or contribute runoff water which would exceed the capacity of existing or 
planned stormwater drainage systems or provide substantial additional sources of 
polluted runoff? 
Reference: City of Lodi General Plan, Conservation Element, Water Supply 
A significant impact may occur if the volume of the stormwater runoff were to increase to a 
level that exceeds the capacity of the storm drain system serving the project site. A 
significant impact may also occur if the proposed project would substantially increase the 
probability that polluted runoff would reach the storm drain system.  
 
As indicated in VIII (c) and VIII (d), above, activation of the well is not expected to generate 
permanent or seasonal runoff. Any runoff generated by the next phase of the project would 
continue to be directed toward storm drains in the project vicinity. The proposed project 
would not change these existing permeable conditions or increase the volume of stormwater 
runoff generated from the project site after construction. As such, no impact would occur. 

f) Otherwise substantially degrade water quality? 
Reference: City of Lodi General Plan, Conservation Element, Water Supply City of Lodi 
Annual Water Quality Report for 2005. 
A significant impact may occur if a project includes potential sources of water pollutants with 
the potential to substantially degrade water quality.  
 
Dibromochloropropane (DBCP) contamination is the most significant groundwater quality 
problem in the valley. DBCP was used by area farmers to kill nematodes in vineyards. 
DBCP was banned in California in 1977, but is still present in trace levels in some 
groundwater. Eleven of Lodi’s active wells have no detectable DBCP and six wells have 
filters to remove DBCP. Water quality test results for Well No. 27 show some levels of 
DBCP, which is in compliance with US EPA and the State of California Department of Health 
Services. As such, activation of the well would not create any new impacts related to water 
quality beyond those that already exist. Therefore, no impact related to water quality would 
occur. 
 

g) Place housing within a 100-year flood hazard area as mapped on a federal Flood Hazard 
Boundary or Flood Insurance Rate Map or other flood hazard delineation map? 

Reference: Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) Map No. 06077C0306F 
A significant impact may occur if the proposed project is located within a 100-year flood 
zone. 
 
According to FEMA guidelines, the 1% annual chance flood (100-year flood), also known as 
the base flood, is the flood that has a 1% chance of being equaled or exceeded in any given 
year. Areas of Special Flood Hazard are zoned A, AE, AH, AO, AR, A99, V, and VE. The 
Base Flood Elevation is the water-surface elevation of the 1% annual chance flood. 

 
The project site is zoned X according to FEMA guidelines. Zone X are areas of 0.2% annual 
chance flood; areas of 1% chance flood with average depths of less than 1 foot or with 
drainage areas less than 1 square mile; and areas protected by levees from 1% annual 
chance flood. The project is not located within an area mapped by the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM) as a 100-year flood 
hazard area. The project site has 0.2% annual chance of flood. Further, no housing is 
proposed as part of the proposed project. No impact is anticipated.  
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h) Place within a 100-year flood hazard area structures which would impede or redirect 
flood flows? 
Reference: Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) Map No. 06077C0306F and City of Lodi 
General Plan Safety Element 
A significant impact may occur if the proposed project is located within a 100-year flood 
zone.  
 
According to the City’s General Plan Safety Element, the proposed project site is not located 
within a 100-year flood hazard area. The FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM), Number 
06077C030F, dated October 16, 2009, indicates that the project site is located in Flood Zone 
X. Areas zoned X are outside of the 100-year flood zone area. The purpose of the project is 
to supply water to the City of Lodi. As such, flood flows would not be affected. Therefore, no 
impact would occur. 

 
i) Expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss, injury or death involving 

flooding, including flooding of as a result of the failure of a levee or dam? 
Reference: Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) Map No. 06077C0306F and City of Lodi 
General Plan Safety Element, Flooding Hazards 
A significant impact may occur if the proposed project were located in an area where a dam 
or levee could fail, exposing people or structures to significant risk of loss, injury or death. 

 
The entire City of Lodi is located within an inundation area.  The levee system along the 
Mokelumne River is of sufficient height to protect the City from the 100-year flood flow; 
however, the majority of Central Valley would be inundated during the 500-year flood event. 
The well will not directly or indirectly expose people or structures to risk of loss, injury or 
death involving flooding. Therefore, no impact is anticipated. 

 
j) Inundation by seiche, tsunami, or mudflow? 

Reference: Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) Map No. 06077C0306F and City of Lodi 
General Plan Safety Element, Flooding Hazards 
A significant impact may occur if the proposed project would cause or accelerate geologic 
hazards, which would result in substantial damage to structures or infrastructure, or expose 
people to substantial risk of injury. 
 
A seiche is the tide-like rise and drop of water in a closed body of water caused by 
earthquake-induced seismic shaking or strong winds. A tsunami is a series of large waves 
generated by a strong offshore earthquake or volcanic eruption. Given the substantial 
distance of the project site from San Francisco Bay or the Pacific Ocean, tsunami waves 
would not be a threat to the site. There is no large body of water on or within the vicinity of 
the project site. The subject area is flat and does not have any steep slopes or hillsides that 
would be susceptible to mudflows or landslides. Therefore, no impact would occur. 

 
 
 

 
MITIGATION MEASURES 
No mitigation is required. 

 
FINDINGS 
No impact is anticipated. 
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XI.    LAND USE AND PLANNING  

Environmental Setting: 
The project area is within the City of Lodi city limits. City of Lodi Zoning and General Plan 
designations for the project site are “Public.” The land use designation “Public” permits public 
and quasipublic buildings or structures and uses of an administrative, public parks, educational, 
religious, cultural or public service type uses. The project is within a public park. Residences 
are located to the north and east of the project. Vineyards are found further west of the project 
in an area that was recently annexed into the city as future site for residential developments. 
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IX. LAND USE AND PLANNING.  Would the project: 
 

    

a) Physically divide an established community?  
 

    

b) Conflict with any applicable land use plan, policy,     
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or regulation of an agency with jurisdiction over 
the project (including, but not limited to the 
general plan, specific plan, local coastal program, 
or zoning ordinance) adopted for the purpose of 
avoiding or mitigating an environmental effect?  

 
c) Conflict with any applicable habitat conservation 

plan or natural community conservation plan?  
 

    

a) Physically divide an established community? 
Reference: City of Lodi General Plan Land Use and Growth Management Element 

A significant impact may occur if the proposed project is sufficiently large enough or 
otherwise configured in such a way so as to create a physical barrier within an established 
community.  
 
The proposed project involves construction of municipal water well. The project site is 
within an existing and designated land for park and open space; the project site does not 
disrupt or divide an established community. Most of the project elements would be located 
below grade. The project would not create a physical barrier within an established 
community. As such, no impact would occur. 
 

b) Conflict with any applicable land use plan, policy, or regulation of an agency with 
jurisdiction over the project (including, but not limited to the general plan, specific plan, 
local coastal program, or zoning ordinance) adopted for the purpose of avoiding or 
mitigating an environmental effect? 
Reference: City of Lodi General Plan Land Use and Growth Management Element 
A significant impact may occur if the proposed project is inconsistent with general plan 
designations or zoning currently applicable to the proposed project site and causes adverse 
environmental effects, which the general plan and zoning ordinance are designed to avoid or 
mitigate. 
 
Land uses within the project site consist of PQP, Public/Quasi Public park. The proposed 
project consists of construction of water well to increase availability of drinking water. Most 
of the project elements would be located below grade. The project would be a component of 
the municipal water supply and would not require changes in land use. Allowed uses within 
areas designated for PQP includes uses for public healthy, safety and welfare. The 
proposed water well would contribute to enhance public health, safety and welfare. 
Therefore, no adverse impact is anticipated.   

 
c) Conflict with any applicable habitat conservation plan or natural community 

conservation plan? 
Reference: San Joaquin County Multi-Species habitat Conservation and Open Space Plan 

A significant impact may occur if the proposed project conflicts with a habitat conservation 
plan or natural community conservation plan adopted for the area surrounding the project 
location. 
  
As discussed in IV, above, the proposed project site and surrounding area are not part of 
any habitat conservation plan, natural community conservation plan, or other approved 
local, regional, or state habitat conservation plan. As such, no impact would occur. 
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MITIGATION MEASURES 
No mitigation is required. 

 
FINDINGS 
No impact is anticipated.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
X   MINERAL RESOURCES 

Environmental Setting: 
The project area is not identified as containing locally or regionally important mineral resources 
recovery. The site is not currently in a state of being used for mining of resources that would be 
of value to the region or state. No record exists of gravel or other mineral resource extraction 
on the project site (City of Lodi 1990). 
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X. MINERAL RESOURCES.   Would the project: 
 

    

a) Result in the loss of availability of a known 
mineral resource that would be of value to the 
region and the residents of the State?  
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b) Result in the loss of availability of a locally-
important mineral resource recovery site 
delineated on a local general plan, specific plan 
or other land use plan?  

 

    

a) Result in the loss of availability of a known mineral resource that would be of value to 
the region and the residents of the State? 
Reference: City of Lodi General Plan  

A significant impact may occur if the proposed project is located in an area that is used or 
available for extraction of a regionally important mineral resource, converts an existing or 
potential regionally important mineral extraction use to another use, or affects access to a 
site used or potentially available for regionally important mineral resource extraction.  
 
According to the Conservation Element of the City’s General Plan, the project site is not 
located within an area that contains a mineral resource that is available for extraction and of 
value to the region or residents of the state. Therefore, no impact would occur.  

 
b) Result in the loss of availability of a locally-important mineral resource recovery site 

delineated on a local general plan, specific plan or other land use plan? 
Reference: City of Lodi General Plan  

A significant impact may occur if a project is located in an area that is used or available for 
extraction of a locally important mineral resource, as delineated on a local general plan, 
specific plan, or other land use plan.   
 
The City of Lodi has not designated a locally significant mineral resource in the project 
area. As such, no impact would occur.  

 
MITIGATION MEASURES 
No mitigation is required. 

 
FINDINGS 
No impact is anticipated. 
XI. NOISE  

Environmental Setting: 
The City of Lodi’s General Plan contains policies and goals which pertain to desired noise 
levels for various land uses located within the City. Noise is defined as unwanted sound. Sound 
levels are usually measured and expressed in decibels (dB) with zero dB being the threshold of 
hearing. Decibel levels range from zero to 140. Typical examples of decibel levels would be a 
low decibel level of 50 dB for light traffic to a high decibel level of 120 dB for a jet takeoff at 200 
feet. Vehicle use (residential traffic) represents the dominant noise source in the project 
vicinity.  
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XI. NOISE.   Would the project result in: 
 

    

a) Exposure of persons to or generation of noise 
levels in excess of standards established in the 
local general plan or noise ordinance, or 
applicable standards of other agencies?  

 

    

b) Exposure of persons to or generation of 
excessive ground borne vibration or ground 
borne noise levels?  

 

    

c) A substantial permanent increase in ambient 
noise levels in the project vicinity above levels 
existing without the project?  

 

    

d) A substantial temporary or periodic increase in 
ambient noise levels in the project vicinity 
above levels existing without the project?  

 

    

e) For a project located within an airport land use 
plan or, where such a plan has not been 
adopted, within two miles of a public airport or 
public use airport, would the project expose 
people residing or working in the project area to 
excessive noise levels?  

 

     

f) For a project within the vicinity of a private 
airstrip, would the project expose people 
residing or working in the project area to 
excessive noise levels?  

 

      

a) Exposure of persons to or generation of noise levels in excess of standards established 
in the local general plan or noise ordinance, or applicable standards of other agencies? 
Reference: City of Lodi General Plan Noise Element 

A significant impact may occur if the proposed project generates noise levels that exceed 
the standards for ambient noise, as established by the general plan and municipal code, 
and/or exposes persons or sensitive uses to increased noise levels. Noise-sensitive uses 
may include residences, transient lodging, schools, libraries, churches, hospitals, nursing 
homes, auditoriums, concert halls, amphitheatres, playgrounds, and parks.  
 
Project-related construction would result in short-term increases in noise levels. In 
accordance with City policies, standard best management practices (BMPs) to reduce noise 
from construction equipment would be implemented, as feasible, such as providing project 
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equipment and vehicles with mufflers, air-inlet silencers, and any other noise shields. Other 
measures include scheduling of noise producing activities during periods that are least 
sensitive, routing construction-traffic away from noise-sensitive areas, and reducing 
construction vehicle speeds. 
 
Construction noise could affect some nearby residents during construction activity periods. 
However, the noise would be temporary and limited to the duration of the construction. 
Construction would largely be limited to the City’s allowable hours for construction in 
residential areas, and appropriate protocol and coordination would occur if construction 
activities must occur outside of these hours. Construction would be in conformance with all 
local, regional, and state regulations. Because of the temporary nature of the construction 
noise, impacts would be less than significant. No longer term noise is anticipated. 

 
b) Exposure of persons to or generation of excessive ground borne vibration or ground 

borne noise levels? 
Reference: City of Lodi General Plan Noise Element 

A significant impact may occur if the project results in or exposes people to excessive 
groundborne vibration or groundborne noise levels during construction or operation. This 
would include excessive groundborne vibration or noise that causes structural damage or 
displaces objects in nearby buildings 
 
Ground borne vibrations occur when a vibration source causes soil particles to move or 
vibrate. Sources of ground borne vibrations include natural events (earthquakes, volcanic 
eruptions, sea waves, landslides, etc.) and human created events (explosions, operation of 
heavy machinery and heavy trucks, etc.). The above ground motor will generate some noise; 
however, this will be reduced by using a low rpm motor and the planned 8’ high decorative 
concrete masonry sound wall around the entire well site. The project would not include any 
elements or machinery/equipment on a routine basis that would result in long-term 
groundborne vibration or noise. As such, the impacts are considered less than significant. 

 
c) A substantial permanent increase in ambient noise levels in the project vicinity above 

levels existing without the project? 
Reference: City of Lodi General Plan Noise Element 

A significant impact may occur if the proposed project were to result in a substantial 
permanent increase in ambient noise levels in the project vicinity above levels existing 
without the proposed project. 
 
Refer to Checklist Item, XI.a and b. above. Noise levels in the project vicinity are dominated 
by vehicular traffic. This condition would continue after implementation of the proposed 
project. The project is not growth-inducing and would not generate additional traffic. As such, 
the proposed project would not create a substantial permanent increase in ambient noise 
levels in the vicinity of the project site beyond existing conditions. Impacts would be less 
than significant. 

 
d) A substantial temporary or periodic increase in ambient noise levels in the project 

vicinity above levels existing without the project? 
Reference: City of Lodi General Plan Noise Element 

A significant impact may occur if the proposed project were to result in a substantial 
temporary or periodic increase in ambient noise levels above existing ambient noise levels 
without the proposed project. 
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Refer to Checklist Item, XI.a, b and c. above. The proposed well will not result in a 
significant temporary or periodic increase in noise levels and, therefore, would not create a 
substantial temporary or periodic increase in ambient noise levels in the vicinity of the 
project site beyond existing conditions. Impacts would be less than significant. 

 
e) For a project located within an airport land use plan or, where such a plan has not been 

adopted, within two miles of a public airport or public use airport, would the project 
expose people residing or working in the project area to excessive noise levels? 
Reference: City of Lodi General Plan 

A significant impact may occur if the project is located within an airport land use plan or 
within 2 miles of a public airport and people residing or working in the project area would be 
exposed to excessive noise levels.  
 
The well is not located within an airport land use plan, or within two miles of a public airport 
or public use airport. No impact would result. 
 

f) For a project within the vicinity of a private airstrip, would the project expose people 
residing or working in the project area to excessive noise levels? 

A significant impact may occur if the project is located in the vicinity of a private airstrip and 
people residing or working in the project area would be exposed to excessive noise levels.  
 
The project site is not located within vicinity of a private airstrip. No impact would result. 

 
MITIGATION MEASURES 
No mitigation is required. 
 
FINDINGS 
No impact is anticipated. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
XII. POPULATION AND HOUSING  

Environmental Setting: 
No housing exists within the project site. However, the project area is surrounded by 
residences and the surrounding area is mostly developed urban land.  
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XII.  POPULATION AND HOUSING.  Would the 
project: 

 

    

a) Induce substantial population growth in an area, 
either directly (for example, by proposing new 
homes and businesses) or indirectly (for 
example, through extension of roads or other 
infrastructure)?  

 

     

b) Displace substantial numbers of existing 
housing, necessitating the construction of 
replacement housing elsewhere?  

 

     

c) Displace substantial numbers of people, 
necessitating the construction of replacement 
housing elsewhere?  

 
 

     

a) Induce substantial population growth in an area, either directly (for example, by 
proposing new homes and businesses) or indirectly (for example, through extension of 
roads or other infrastructure)? 
Reference: City of Lodi General Plan Housing Element (2003-2009) 

A significant impact may occur if the proposed project induces substantial population growth 
in an area, either directly or indirectly.  
 
The proposed municipal well would not promote population either directly or indirectly, since 
it consists of construction of a municipal well to meet water demands projected in the 
adopted community and general plans. No impact is anticipated.  

 
b) Displace substantial numbers of existing housing, necessitating the construction of 

replacement housing elsewhere? 
Reference: City of Lodi General Plan Noise Element 

A significant impact may occur if the proposed project Displace substantial numbers of 
existing housing, necessitating the construction of replacement housing elsewhere. 
 
The proposed project would be constructed primarily within a public park and would not 
displace any housing. No housing would be displaced or changed because of the project. No 
impact would occur. 

 
c) Displace substantial numbers of people, necessitating the construction of replacement 

housing elsewhere? 
 Reference: City of Lodi General Plan Noise Element 
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A significant impact may occur if the proposed project results in the displacement of a 
substantial number of people.  
 
The proposed project would be constructed primarily within a public park. The project would 
not require temporary or permanent easements to accommodate the construction of the 
project. No persons would be displaced. No housing would be demolished or displaced as a 
result of the proposed project. As such, no impact would occur. 

 
 
MITIGATION MEASURES 
No mitigation is required. 
 
FINDINGS 
No impact is anticipated. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
XIII. PUBLIC SERVICES  

Setting: 
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The proposed project is located within the City of Lodi, who provides fire, police, and 
emergency services. The Lodi Fire Department responds to all fires, hazardous materials spills, 
and medical emergencies in the project area. It is the Fire Department’s goal to not exceed four 
minutes for the “first response” and six minutes for the “second response” times. 
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XIII. PUBLIC SERVICES.  
 

    

 Would the project result in substantial adverse 
physical impacts associated with the provision of 
new or physically altered governmental facilities, 
need for new or physically altered governmental 
facilities, the construction of which could cause 
significant environmental impacts, in order to 
maintain acceptable service ratios, response 
times or other performance objectives for any of 
the public services:  

 

    

I). Fire protection?  
 

        

II). Police protection?  
 

        

III). Schools?  
 

        

IV). Parks?  
 

        

V). Other public facilities?  
 

 

       

a) Would the project result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated with the 
provision of new or physically altered governmental facilities, need for new or 
physically altered governmental facilities, the construction of which could cause 
significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain acceptable service ratios, 
response times or other performance objectives for any of the public services:  

 
I. Fire protection? 
Reference: City of Lodi General Plan Safety Element 

A significant impact may occur if the City of Lodi Fire Department (LFD) cannot 
adequately serve the proposed project based on response time, access, or fire 
hydrant/water availability.  

The proposed project is served by the Lodi Fire Department. The proposed project 
involves construction of a municipal well. It would not induce growth, either directly or 
indirectly. The proposed project would not result in the acquisition of any parcels and 
would not result in the displacement of existing LFD or other fire protection facilities. The 
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proposed project would not include structures or other elements that would create 
significant impacts on fire protection services. Furthermore, the proposed project would 
not require additional fire protection services beyond current service levels. 
Implementation of the proposed project may benefit fire protection services by providing 
uniform pressure for fire flows in the area. The proposed project is planned to be 
completed pursuant to all applicable construction standards. As such, the implementation 
of the proposed project would have no impact on police protection services in the project 
area.  

II. Police protection?  
Reference: City of Lodi General Plan Safety Element  

A significant impact may occur if the proposed project results in an increase in demand 
for police services that would exceed the capacity of the police department responsible 
for serving the site.  
 
The proposed project would not require additional police protection beyond what is 
currently provided. It would not induce growth, either directly or indirectly. The proposed 
project would not result in the acquisition of any parcels and would not result in the 
displacement of existing Lodi Police Department (LPD) or other police protection facilities. 
No impact is anticipated. 

 
III. Schools? 
Reference: City of Lodi General Plan, Parks Recreation, and Open Space 

A significant impact may occur if the proposed project results in an increase in demand 
for police services that would exceed the capacity of the police department responsible 
for serving the site.  
 
The proposed project does not include a housing component and, this, would not result in 
a direct population increase in the areas. Accordingly, it would not increase student 
enrollment or create additional demand for local school facilities. The proposed project 
consists of a construction of water well. It would not induce growth, either directly or 
indirectly, and would not increase the demand for schools in the area through substantial 
employment or population growth. No impacts are anticipated related to population or 
employment growth; therefore, no impacts on enrollment levels at nearby schools would 
occur. 

 
IV. Parks 

Reference: City of Lodi General Plan, Parks Recreation, and Open Space  
A significant impact may occur if the proposed project induces substantial employment or 
population growth, which could generate demand for school facilities that exceed the 
capacity of the school district responsible for serving the project site.  
 
The proposed project does not include a housing component; therefore, increased 
demand on park services resulting from an increase in residential population is not 
anticipated. The project is a construction of water well in an existing community designed 
to accommodate existing water demands. Accordingly, the proposed project is not growth 
inducing, either directly or indirectly. Therefore, it would not increase the demand for 
parks in the area. No impact on parks would occur. 
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V. Other public facilities? 
Reference: City of Lodi General Plan, Parks Recreation, and Open Space 

A significant impact may occur if the proposed project generates demand for other public 
facilities, thereby exceeding the capacity available to serve the project site.  
 
Implementation of the proposed project would not induce growth, either directly or 
indirectly, and would therefore not increase the demand or use for other public facilities in 
the area. Temporary impacts may occur to other near by parks during construction. 
However, no longer term impact is anticipated. 
 

MITIGATION MEASURES 
No mitigation is required. 
 
FINDINGS 
The proposed project would not result in impacts to public services. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
XIV. RECREATION  

Environmental Setting: 
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The project is area is located within a multi-purpose public park.  The municipal water well 
would not induce growth. 
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XIV. RECREATION.      
 

a) Would the project increase the use of existing 
neighborhood and regional parks or other 
recreational facilities such that substantial 
physical deterioration of the facility would occur or 
be accelerated?  

 

       

b) Does the project include recreational facilities or 
require the construction or expansion of 
recreational facilities which might have an 
adverse physical effect on the environment?  

 

       

a) Would the project increase the use of existing neighborhood and regional parks or 
other recreational facilities such that substantial physical deterioration of the facility 
would occur or be accelerated? 
Reference: City of Lodi General Plan, Parks Recreation, and Open Space 

A significant impact may occur if the proposed project includes substantial employment or 
population growth, which could generate demands for public parks and recreational facilities 
that exceed the capacity of those that currently exist. 
 
The proposed project is not a growth inducing project, either directly or indirectly, and would 
therefore not increase the demand for parks or other recreational facilities in the area. It 
would not cause an increase in the permanent demand for park facilities in the vicinity. 
Therefore, the proposed project would not affect existing neighborhood or regional parks or 
other recreational facilities. 

 
b) Does the project include recreational facilities or require the construction or expansion 

of recreational facilities which might have an adverse physical effect on the 
environment? 
Reference: City of Lodi General Plan, Parks Recreation, and Open Space 

A significant impact may occur if the proposed project includes the construction or 
expansion of recreational facilities or necessitates the construction or expansion of 
recreational facilities that might have an adverse physical effect on the environment.  
 
The proposed project would not require the construction or expansion of recreational 
facilities. Additionally, the proposed project is not a growth-inducing project, either directly or 
indirectly. Therefore, it would not increase the demand for recreational facilities in the area. 
The proposed project is a construction of water well in an existing community to meet the 
needs of the City. Accordingly, the proposed project would not require the construction of 
expansion of recreational facilities. Therefore, no impact related to recreation would occur. 
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MITIGATION MEASURES 
No mitigation is required. 
 
FINDINGS 
The proposed project would not result in impacts to recreational resources. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
XV. TRANSPORTATION/CIRCULATION  

Environmental Setting: 
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Primary vehicular access to the project area is provided via Century Boulevard. The site is also 
accessible from Lowe Sacramento Road. The project area is not a point of destination or a 
point of interest where it would generate traffic circulation beyond the current capacity. 
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XV. TRANSPORTATION/TRAFFIC.  Would the 
project: 

 

    

a) Cause an increase in traffic which is substantial in 
relation to the existing traffic load and capacity of 
the street system (i.e., result in a substantial 
increase in either the number of vehicle trips, the 
volume to capacity ratio on roads, or congestion 
at intersections)?  

 

      

b) Exceed, either individually or cumulatively, a level 
of service standard established by the county 
congestion management agency or designated 
roads or highways?  

 

       

c) Result in a change in air traffic patterns, including 
either an increase in traffic levels or a change in 
location that results in substantial safety risks?  

 

        

d) Substantially increase hazards due to a design 
feature (e.g., sharp curves or dangerous 
intersections) or incompatible uses (e.g., farm 
equipment)?  

 

        

e) Result in inadequate emergency access?  
 

        

f) Result in inadequate parking capacity?  
 

        

g) Conflict with adopted polices, plans, or programs 
supporting alternative transportation (e.g., bus 
turnouts, bicycle racks)?  

 

       

a) Cause an increase in traffic which is substantial in relation to the existing traffic load 
and capacity of the street system (i.e., result in a substantial increase in either the 
number of vehicle trips, the volume to capacity ratio on roads, or congestion at 
intersections)? 
Reference: City of Lodi General Plan, Circulation Element 

A significant impact may occur if the proposed project causes an increase in traffic that is 
substantial in relation to the existing traffic load and capacity of the street system.  
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The proposed project consists of construction of municipal well. Implementation of the 
project would not result in a significant increase in traffic as construction-related traffic would 
be temporary in nature. The project site is not a destination for any reason other than routine 
maintenance. No additional vehicle trips would be generated by the proposed project. The 
project is mainly underground and is designed to meet water needs of the City as projected 
in adopted policies. Therefore, no impact would occur. 

 
b) Exceed, either individually or cumulatively, a level of service standard established by 

the county congestion management agency or designated roads or highways?  
Reference: City of Lodi General Plan, Circulation Element 

A significant impact may occur if the proposed project exceeds, either individually or 
cumulatively, a level of service standard established by Metro, the county congestion 
management agency, for designated roads or highways. 
 
Please refer to 15a, above. The proposed project aims to meet the water demands of the 
City projected din adopted City policies and, as such, it would not result in congestion as the 
well site is not a point of destination for any reason other than routine maintenance. The 
location of the site plan is not in conflict with any county congestion management agency, 
nor plan, nor with designated roads nor highways. No impact is anticipated.  

 
c) Result in a change in air traffic patterns, including either an increase in traffic levels or a 

change in location that results in substantial safety risks? 
Reference: City of Lodi General Plan, Circulation Element 

A significant impact may occur if the proposed project changes air traffic patterns, including 
either an increase in traffic levels or a change in location that results in substantial safety 
risks. 
 
The proposed project does not include any aviation-related aspects and would not change 
existing air traffic patterns. Therefore, no impact would occur. 

 
d) Substantially increase hazards due to a design feature (e.g., sharp curves or dangerous 

intersections) or incompatible uses (e.g., farm equipment)? 
Reference: City of Lodi General Plan, Circulation Element 

A significant impact may occur if the proposed project substantially increases road hazards 
due to a design feature or introduced incompatible uses.  
 

The proposed project would not increase road hazards due to a design feature or introduce 
incompatible uses. No lane closures are necessary for implementation of the project. No 
impact would occur 
 

e) Result in inadequate emergency access? 
Reference: City of Lodi General Plan, Circulation Element, Safety Element 

A significant impact may occur if the proposed project results in inadequate emergency 
access. 
 
The proposed project site is readily accessible from adjacent roadways. The project site 
does not block access to the park or structures and emergency access. The project does not 
include any temporary or permanent changes or alternations to emergency access.  Access 
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to properties located in the project area would also be maintained during construction. 
Therefore, no impact related to inadequate emergency access would occur. 

 
f) Result in inadequate parking capacity?  

Reference: City of Lodi General Plan, Circulation Element 
A significant impact may occur if the proposed project results in inadequate parking capacity 
based upon City code requirements.  
 

The proposed project involves construction of water well. The project site is a public park. 
The park is currently under construction and is yet to be fully developed. The project site will 
not result in an inadequate parking capacity due to the proposed project. No impact 
anticipated. 

 
g) Conflict with adopted polices, plans, or programs supporting alternative transportation 

(e.g., bus turnouts, bicycle racks)? 
Reference: City of Lodi General Plan, Circulation Element 

A significant impact may occur if the proposed project were to conflict with adopted policies, 
plans, or programs supporting alternative transportation. 
 
The proposed project would not conflict with adopted policies, plans, or programs supporting 
alternative transportation. The bus routes along Century Blvd and Lower Sacramento Rd 
would be maintained during construction. Therefore, no impact would occur. 
 

 
MITIGATION MEASURES 
No mitigation is required. 
 
FINDINGS 
The project would not result in significant impacts to transportation or circulation. 
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XVI. UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS  
Environmental Setting: 
The project area is located within the City limits. The City of Lodi and the majority of the area 
surrounding Lodi rely on groundwater as their source of domestic water supply. The City 
provides water to its customers from a series of 26 wells drawing on 150 foot to 400 foot deep 
aquifers. A “safe yield” of approximately 15,000 acre-feet per year (AFY) has been estimated 
for the aquifer serving as the source of the City water supply based on water balance 
calculations (City of Lodi 2006). The City also provides electrical services through the City of 
Lodi Electrical and Utility Department.  
 
Wastewater and Stormwater runoff from the City are treated at the City’s White Slough 
Wastewater Pollution Control Facility. Solid waste in the City of Lodi is collected under contract 
with Central Valley Waste, and deposited at the Harney Lane Sanitary Landfill. The landfill is 
owned and operated by San Joaquin County (City of Lodi 1988). 
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XVI. UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS.  Would 
the project: 
 

    

a) Exceed wastewater treatment requirements of 
the applicable Regional Water Quality Control 
Board?  

 

    

b) Require or result in the construction of new 
water or wastewater treatment facilities or 
expansion of existing facilities, the construction 
of which could cause significant environmental 
effects?  

 

    

c) Require or result in the construction of new 
storm water drainage facilities or expansion of 
existing facilities, the construction of which could 
cause significant environmental effects?  

 

    

d) Have sufficient water supplies available to serve 
the project from existing entitlements and 
resources, or are new or expanded entitlements 
needed?  

 

    

e) Result in a determination by the wastewater 
treatment provider which serves or may serve 
the project that it has adequate capacity to serve 
the project=s projected demand in addition to the 
provider=s existing commitments?  

    

08-ND-02  City of Lodi Well No. 27 63



 
f) Be served by a landfill with sufficient permitted 

capacity to accommodate the project=s solid 
waste disposal needs?  

 

    

g) Comply with federal, State, and local statutes 
and regulations related to solid waste?  

 

    

a) Exceed wastewater treatment requirements of the applicable Regional Water Quality 
Control Board? 
Reference: City of Lodi Wastewater Master Plan (West Yost Associates. 2001) and Memo 
including summary of proposed improvements at the White Slough WPCF (West Yost 
Associates. 2003). 

A significant impact may occur if the proposed project exceeded wastewater treatment 
requirements of the local regulatory governing agency. 

 
The proposed project involves construction of a municipal well. The proposed project would 
not create new land uses that would generate wastewater and, as such, would not require 
additional water or wastewater utility infrastructure. Sewage treatment and collection 
services in the City of Lodi, including the project area, are provided by the White Slough 
Pollution Control Facility (WSWPCF) and operated by the City of Lodi Public Works 
Department. According to City of Lodi Public Works, the plant has sufficient capacity to 
accommodate additional wastewater. The proposed project would neither create nor 
contribute to any new impacts related to wastewater generation and treatment beyond 
existing conditions. Therefore, no impacts are anticipated to occur. 

 
b) Require or result in the construction of new water or wastewater treatment facilities or 

expansion of existing facilities, the construction of which could cause significant 
environmental effects? 
Reference: City of Lodi Wastewater Master Plan (West Yost Associates. 2001) and Memo 
including summary of proposed improvements at the White Slough WPCF (West Yost 
Associates. 2003). 

A significant impact may occur if the proposed project requires construction of new water or 
wastewater treatment facilities or expansion of existing facilities.  
 
The City of Lodi Public Works Department provides wastewater treatment for the City of 
Lodi. Wastewater in the City of Lodi is treated at the White Slough Water Pollution Control 
Facility (WSWPCF). The facility has been expanded to a design capacity of 8.5 million 
gallons (mgd) per day. However, the facility has permits to operate at 7.0 mgd per day. The 
WSWPCF currently treats approximately 6.2 mgd per day, which means the facility has a net 
surplus capacity of 0.8 mgd per day (“permitted” capacity). The facility’s design capacity 
could accommodate an additional 2.3 mgd per day. 
 
The proposed project does not involve construction of houses and is not growth inducing 
project. The proposed project would not generate any wastewater. A minimal amount of 
water would be used during construction and activation of the well as well as for irrigation of 
the landscaping. The proposed project would not use water in amounts that would have a 
significant impact on water treatment facilities. The well will not require additional expansion 
beyond already planned by the City. Therefore, no impact is anticipated. 
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c) Require or result in the construction of new storm water drainage facilities or expansion 

of existing facilities, the construction of which could cause significant environmental 
effects? 
Reference: City of Lodi Wastewater Master Plan (West Yost Associates. 2001) and Memo 
including summary of proposed improvements at the White Slough WPCF (West Yost 
Associates. 2003). 

A significant impact may occur if the volume of stormwater runoff from the proposed project 
increases to a level exceeding the capacity of the storm drain system serving the project 
site. 
 
The project site is located in an urbanized area, which is adequately served by the existing 
storm drain system. The City of Lodi owns and maintains a variety of storm water facilities, 
including storm drain lines, pump stations, inlet catch basins, drainage ditches, and 
retention and detention facilities. City storm water is discharged to the Mokelumne River 
and the Woodbridge Irrigation Canal. No storm drains would need to be relocated due to 
the proposed project. N o new catch basins would need to be constructed due to the 
project. The proposed project would drain to the storm drain system during start up 
process. Once the well has been brought in-line, the well will cease to drain into the drain 
system. Therefore, the impact will be less than significant. 

 
d) Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the project from existing entitlements 

and resources, or are new or expanded entitlements needed? 
Reference: City of Lodi Urban Water Management Plan: Final Report 2006 

A significant impact may occur if the proposed project would exceed the existing water 
supplies available to serve the project. 
 
The City of Lodi Water Utility supplies and distributes potable water, as well as recycled 
water to the City and to some areas outside the City’s jurisdiction. According to the City’s 
Urban Water Management Plan (UWMP), the City currently has a net surplus in water 
supply given the City’s current water entitlements and current water demand. In addition, 
year 2030 projections show the City with a net surplus in water supply. The UWMP 
analyzed future growth within the City based on land use assumptions depicted in the City’s 
General Plan. The proposed project consists of activation of a well and would contribute to 
the City’s water supply. Therefore, the proposed municipal water well would have positive 
affect to the City’s water availability. Therefore, the impact will be less than significant. 

 
e) Result in a determination by the wastewater treatment provider which serves or may 

serve the project that it has adequate capacity to serve the project’s projected demand 
in addition to the provider’s existing commitments? 
Reference: City of Lodi Wastewater Master Plan (West Yost Associates. 2001) and Memo 
including summary of proposed improvements at the White Slough WPCF (West Yost 
Associates. 2003). 

A significant impact may occur if the proposed project would increase wastewater 
generation to such a degree that the capacity of facilities currently serving the project site 
would be exceeded.  
 
The City of Lodi Public Works Department provides wastewater treatment for the City of 
Lodi. Wastewater in the City of Lodi is treated at the White Slough Water Pollution Control 
Facility (WSWPCF). The facility has been expanded to a design capacity of 8.5 million 
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gallons (mgd) per day. The WSWPCF currently treats approximately 6.2 mgd per day, 
which means the facility has a net surplus capacity of 0.8 mgd per day (“permitted” 
capacity). The facility’s design capacity could accommodate an additional 2.3 mgd per day. 
The proposed project would not increase demand in wastewater treatment. Considering 
WSWPCF’s capacity to treat additional wastewater flow, and given the well will not result in 
additional wastewater flow, no impact is anticipated.  

 
f) Be served by a landfill with sufficient permitted capacity to accommodate the project’s 

solid waste disposal needs? 
Reference: City of Lodi General Plan 

A significant impact may occur if the proposed project were to increase solid waste 
generation to a degree that existing and projected landfill capacities would be insufficient to 
accommodate the additional solid waste 
 
The proposed well would not produce any solid waste during operations. Construction 
activities may generate minor amounts of solid waste, but the small amounts would be 
recycled or disposed of in existing landfills. The North County Landfill has sufficient 
capacity to accommodate the proposed project’s solid waste needs. Given the well isn’t 
expected to result in wastewater or solid waste, no impact is anticipated.  

 
g) Comply with federal, State, and local statutes and regulations related to solid waste? 

Reference: Memo including summary of proposed Phase 3 improvements 2007 at the 
White Slough WPCF (West Yost Associates 2006). 

A significant impact may occur if the proposed project generates solid waste that is not 
disposed of in accordance with applicable regulations.  
 
Central Valley Waste Services provides solid waste collection in Lodi. Solid waste is 
disposed of at existing private landfill facilities. There is no shortage of landfill facilities 
space. Disposal of all solid waste generated would comply with federal, state, and local 
statutes and regulations related to solid waste. Therefore, no impact would occur. 

 
 
MITIGATION MEASURES 
No mitigation is required. 
 
FINDINGS 
The proposed project would result in no impacts to utilities and service systems. 
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XVII. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE. 
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XVII. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE. 
 

    

a) Does the project have the potential to degrade 
the quality of the environment, substantially 
reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, 
cause a fish or wildlife population to drop below 
self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a 
plant or animal community, reduce the number 
or restrict the range of a rare or endangered 
plant or animal, or eliminate important examples 
of the major periods of California history or 
prehistory?  

 

    

b) Does the project have impacts that are 
individually limited, but cumulatively 
considerable?  (“Cumulatively considerable” 
means that the incremental effects of a project 
are considerable when viewed in connection with 
the effects of past projects, the effects of other 
current projects, and the effects of probable 
future projects.)  

 

    

c) Does the project have environmental effects 
which will cause substantial adverse effects on 
human beings, either directly or indirectly?  

 

    

a) Does the project have the potential to degrade the quality of the environment, 
substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife 
population to drop below self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal 
community, reduce the number or restrict the range of a rare or endangered plant or 
animal, or eliminate important examples of the major periods of California history or 
prehistory?   

As documented in this Initial Study, the project site is located within an existing public park 
in an urbanized area of the City. It does not contain any sensitive natural communities, 
wetlands, or riparian or other habitat that would support wildlife. Therefore, the proposed 
project would not have the potential to affect any riparian habitat or sensitive natural 
community. Implementation of the proposed project would not result in the loss of open 
space habitat (row and field crops) and associated wildlife; would not threaten a plant or 
animal community; would not reduce the number or restrict the range of a rare or 
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endangered plant or animal, or eliminate important examples of the major periods of 
California history or prehistory.  
 
No known archaeological or paleontological resources, unique geologic features, or human 
remains are located on the project site or in the immediate vicinity. However, a standard 
halt-work condition would be in place in the event that resources are discovered during 
construction. No historical buildings or streetlights have been identified within or adjacent to 
the project site. Therefore, no impact would occur. 

 
b) Does the project have impacts that are individually limited, but cumulatively 

considerable? (“Cumulatively considerable” means that the incremental effects of a 
project are considerable when viewed in connection with the effects of past projects, 
the effects of other current projects, and the effects of probable future projects.)   

The proposed project is consistent with the City’s General Plan and Municipal Code, which 
are intended to guide future development in the City. The proposed project would not result 
in any significant impacts on the environment. The project would result in increased supply 
of drinking water, thereby, benefiting the City. There are no other known municipal water 
well projects that would be constructed in the vicinity of the project at the same time that 
could exacerbate temporary construction impacts on the community. Therefore, the project 
is not anticipated to have impacts deemed to be cumulatively considerable. 

 
c) Does the project have environmental effects which will cause substantial adverse 

effects on human beings, either directly or indirectly?   
Other than the environmental effects reviewed in the above narrative, the well would not 
involve any other potential adverse effects on human beings, either directly or indirectly. 
 

 
 
MITIGATION MEASURES 
No mitigation is required. 
 
FINDINGS 
The proposed project would result in no impacts to utilities and service systems. 
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