
CARNEGIE FORUM 
305 WEST PINE 

STREET 
LODI, CALIFORNIA 

 

AGENDA 
LODI  

PLANNING COMMISSION
 

REGULAR SESSION 
WEDNESDAY, 

JANUARY 9, 2008 
@ 7:00 PM 

 
 

 
1. ROLL CALL 

2. MINUTES –    “February 28, 2007 Special”, “February 28, 2007 Regular”, “August 22, 2007”, 
“September 12, 2007”, “October 10, 2007”, “October 24, 2007”, “November 14, 2007     
Special”, “November 14, 2007 Regular”, “November 28, 2007” 

3. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

• None 

4. PLANNING MATTERS/FOLLOW-UP ITEMS 

a. Chamber of Commerce’s presentation on the General Plan.  (Hard copies of the presentation have 
been distributed to all of the Planning Commissioners, additional copies are available upon 
request) 

b. Planning Articles: 

• December 2007/January 2008; APA Northern News; “Lodi leads with LEED-ND” 

• January 2008; APA Planning Magazine; “Saving the World Through Zoning” 

5. ANNOUNCEMENTS AND CORRESPONDENCE 

a.  Extend invitation to the new Planning Commissioners to a workshop on “The Development 
Approval Process in California” on Wednesday, February 13, 2008 at Stockton, CA. 

b.  Extend invitation to all of the Planning Commissioners to the 2008 Planners Institute and Mini 
Expo to be held on March 26th - 28th  at the Sacramento Convention Center. 

6. ACTIONS OF THE CITY COUNCIL  

7. GENERAL PLAN UPDATE/DEVELOPMENT CODE UPDATE 

8. ACTIONS OF THE SITE PLAN AND ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW COMMITTEE 

9. UPDATE ON COMMUNITY SEPARATOR/GREENBELT TASK FORCE 

10. ART IN PUBLIC PLACES 

a.  Appointment of Planning Commission representative to the Art in Public Places Committee. 

11. COMMENTS BY THE PUBLIC 

12. COMMENTS BY THE PLANNING COMMISSIONERS & STAFF 

13. ADJOURNMENT 

 
Pursuant to Section 54954.2(a) of the Government Code of the State of California, this agenda was posted at least 72 hours in 
advance of the scheduled meeting at a public place freely accessible to the public 24 hours a day. 
 
Right of Appeal: 
 
If you disagree with the decision of the commission, you have a right of appeal.  Only persons who participated in the review process by 
submitting written or oral testimony, or by attending the public hearing, may appeal.  
 
Pursuant to Lodi Municipal Code Section 17.72.110, actions of the Planning Commission may be appealed to the City Council by filing, within 
ten (10) business days, a written appeal with the City Clerk and payment of $300.00 appeal fee.  The appeal shall be processed in accordance with 
Chapter 17.88, Appeals, of the Lodi Municipal Code.  Contact:  City Clerk, City Hall 2nd Floor, 221 West Pine Street, Lodi, California 95240 – 
Phone:  (209) 333-6702. 

















































































DECEMBER 2007/JANUARY 2008

Northern News
AMERICAN PLANNING ASSOCIATION, CALIFORNIA CHAPTER, NORTHERN SECTION

(continued on next page)

Dear reader:
This is our second issue of the modified format we have developed 
to make the newsletter easier for you to read now that it is only 
published on the web.

All longer articles are in the right column. Any article longer than
one page continues directly onto the next page. No more scrolling
ahead to find the “continued to” page. Calling card ads, very short
articles, some images, and sidebars run in the left column.

The editors want to continue to expand the usefulness and 
reader-friendly qualities of Northern News. Your comments 
and suggestions are always welcome. —Ed.

Lodi leads with LEED-ND
By Peter Pirnejad, Planning Manager, City of Lodi

It was in January 2007 that I first heard of the United States
Green Building Council (USGBC) pilot rating program for
neighborhood development, called Leadership in Energy 
and Environmental Design-Neighborhood Development 
(LEED-ND). This experimental rating system was USGBC’s first
look beyond the building and towards the entire neighborhood.

This program works similarly to other LEED-certified building
rating systems. The program has four categories, each with a 
series of prerequisites that needs to be met in order to qualify,
and credits that must be accumulated to determine a final rating.
There are 106 possible points in this pre-certification stage: 
40 points certifies a project, 50 points is a silver rating, 
60 points is gold, and 80 points is platinum.

Four categories in rating system
The first of the four categories is “Smart Location and Linkages,”
which looks at proximity to municipal services such as schools,
transportation, water, and wastewater, and determines how 
well a project avoids or conserves features such as steep slopes, 
wetlands, farmland, and wildlife habitats. The second category 
is “Neighborhood Pattern and Design,” which evaluates the 
overall design of the project. It considers compact design, 
diversity and affordability of housing types, walkability, 
proximity to destination points, and local food production.

“Green Construction and Technology” is the third category,
and examines the infrastructure and built environment on the
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site, such as innovative storm drainage systems, solar orienta-
tion, onsite energy sources and efficiencies, light pollution 
and waste management. The final category is “Innovation 
and Design Process,” which essentially looks at creative ways 
a project either exceeds the expectation of a previous credit 
to the next logical level, or invents an entirely new and 
noteworthy way of achieving a goal of LEED.

Good timing for Lodi project   
The timing for the City of Lodi’s participation in this program
could not have been better. The city had just finished entitling
a new “greenfield development.” The Reynolds Ranch project
is a 220-acre mixed-use Master Plan that includes a 160,000
square-foot office building, 350,000 square feet of retail space,
1,084 units of residential housing of varying densities, 
a park, a school, some storage units, a drainage basin, and 
a fire station.

Our goal, while working with the applicant, San Joaquin
Valley Land Company, was to design a pedestrian-oriented
community that was socially equitable, environmentally
responsible, and economically feasible. We worked with the
Congress for the New Urbanism, Build It Green, and the best
interests of the city to develop the master plan. We even
included language that required a minimum Build It Green 
rating and incorporation of the 13 elements of neighborhood
design published by the Congress for the New Urbanism.

Developer agrees to apply for certification 
The Master Plan was very responsible, not only in its 

design, but also in the way it dealt with the balance of jobs 

Lodi leads with LEED-ND   (continued from previous page)

(continued on next page)

Reynolds Ranch Master Plan
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and housing, agricultural offsets, habitat conservation, air 
quality protection, noise attenuation, and historic resource
preservation. So when I heard of the USGBC’s LEED-ND Pilot
Program last January, I quickly approached the developer about
the benefits of participating. He agreed to subject the project
to this process under one condition: it would not cost him any
more money. The commitment took some convincing with its
$20,000 application fee, but the developer eventually agreed.

We filed the application, and as soon as we got word from
USGBC, we quickly mobilized a group of creative experts 
to meet on a regular basis. We began by understanding the 
program, then discussed various design options. Currently, 
we are allocating responsibilities and accountability.

At first, the idea of subjecting the project to a rating system
that could potentially cost additional time, money and hassle
was not met with uniform enthusiasm. However, interest
quickly grew from staff members and consultants, including
Rob Lechner, Customer Program Manager of our Electric
Utility Department; Wally Sandelin, Deputy Public Works
Director; Chris Boyer, Engineering Associate; Tiffani Fink,
Transportation Manager of our Public Works Department; and
consultants associated with the project—landscape architects,
project managers, planners, architects, engineers, and even 
an intern.

The more we put our collective minds together, the more it
made sense to pursue the certification. We saw an opportunity
to follow the model embodied in AB 32, the California Global
Warming Solutions Act which commits to reducing global
warming emissions to 2000 levels by 2010, to 1990 levels by
2020, and 80 percent below 1990 levels by 2050. There was 
no question that responsible and sustainable design has 
become an expectation.

Surprise cost savings
As we began working with alternative civil engineering solu-
tions, we realized there were huge cost savings and opportuni-
ties. For example, the required public park could be placed on
top of the underground storm collection system which replaced
the traditional drainage basin, thereby freeing more land for
other uses. We also discovered that other residential developers
were realizing greater market demand for neighborhoods that
incorporated these efficiencies. An example of this is Carsten

Lodi leads with LEED-ND   (continued from previous page)

(continued on next page)
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Crossings, a Grupe project in Rocklin, that claims to 
out-perform its competitors by three-to-one for being “green.” 

The greening of subdivisions is not a new idea. It has been
around at least since 1975 when Judith A. and Michael
Corbett designed Village Homes in Davis. Their sustainable
neighborhood design used creeks to handle, filter, and perco-
late storm and other drainage (today referred to as bio-swales),
solar-oriented homes to maximize the benefits of the sun, fruit
and vegetable gardens planted throughout common areas that
are maintained by residents, and street cross-sections that are
so narrow one would think they’re driveways. Mrs. Corbett
had said the process of getting the subdivision approved was
very challenging. However, today Village Homes is celebrated
as one of the most desirable places to live in Davis, and it
boasts the highest resale values in the city.

Other sustainable neighborhoods
Some other newly planned sustainable designs are Meriam
Park in Chico, a New Urban Builders project; the master 
plan for Treasure Island which will revitalize some of San
Francisco’s most underutilized real estate, and the Village at
Galisteo Basin Preserve in Santa Fe, N.M., a Commonweal
Conservancy Project which is one of the largest LEED-ND
Pilot Programs. This greenfield development project takes 
a whole new look at minimizing its carbon footprint.

There are 249 registered projects in the LEED-ND Pilot
Program. Each one has subjected itself to a very high level of
scrutiny and evaluation. Although there is no certainty that
this program will lead to more sustainably-built communities,
it keeps planners, landscape and building architects, and 
engineers at the design table during the entire process.

The greatest challenges lie in contending with established
design standards and fee schedules as they relate to newer
methods of designing infrastructure. Many emerging 
technologies, such as pervious street systems, underground
storm drainage solutions, roof rain collection systems, and bio-
swales have not been around long enough to be standardized
and accepted by most cities. Cities cannot yet reduce the size
or capacity of the utilities systems that they build to serve
these developments, or to provide developers with develop-
ment fee offsets or incentives that make these newer systems
affordable. With enough time and pressure, these systems will
emerge and become standard practice. Until that time comes, 
LEED-ND continues to push the envelope in design and 
hold planners and designers alike to a higher standard. n

Lodi leads with LEED-ND   (continued from previous page)In memoriam
Lawrence Livingston, Jr., AICP, 1918–2007
Larry Livingston, Jr., a Northern California planning icon
most active in the 1950s, 60s, and 70s, died December
5th in Tiburon. He was 89.

Mr. Livingston, a fourth generation San Franciscan,
was a consultant to the city and county of San Francisco
from 1953–1959. In 1959, Livingston & Blayney, 
City and Regional Planners, set up offices on New
Montgomery Street (and later on Gold Street) in San
Francisco. Beginning a statewide practice in 1960, the
firm prepared general plans for dozens of cities including
Eureka, Chico, Healdsburg, Petaluma, and Carpinteria to
name only a few.

Mr. Livingston was a colleague of landscape architect
Lawrence Halprin, and they worked together on many
plans, including a master plan for the California State
Capitol (1962). Other Livingston plans included the
Navajo Nation master development plan, Window Rock,
Arizona (1960), “core area plans” for Davis and San
José (1961), an “Overall Program Design” for the Lake
Tahoe Regional Planning Agency (1970), and an open
space plan for the San Diego region (1972).

A few years ago, to help celebrate APA’s 25th 
anniversary, the editors of Planning magazine chose 
25 outstanding articles published in the 25 years from
1979–2003. “Some of these articles were ahead of 
their time in identifying an important trend. Others 
encouraged nationwide discussion. And still others 
pushed the planning profession in a new direction.” 
Mr. Livingston’s “Confessions of a Planner” was selected
as the outstanding article for 1980. It can be read at
http://www.planning.org/25anniversary/
planning/1980mar.htm

Mr. Livingston received APA’s Distinguished Leadership
Award in 1987.

The San Francisco Chronicle published a photo of 
Mr. Livingston and an obituary by John King, the paper’s
urban design writer and winner of the 2007 California
Chapter APA Individual Journalist Award (Dec. 14, 2007,
page B-14): http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/object/
article?f=/c/a/2007/12/14/BACJTTP7O.DTL&o=0
n

http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/object/article?f=/c/a/2007/12/14/BACJTTP7O.DTL&o=0
http://www.planning.org/25anniversary/planning/1980mar.htm




























REGISTRATION AND HOUSING DEADLINE IS FEBRUARY 22, 2008

Wednesday 
MARCH 26 – 
Friday 
MARCH 28

YOU WILL WANT TO ATTEND 
IF YOU ARE A…

• Planning 
 Commissioner

• Planning Director

• Planning Staff

• Community Development 
 Director

• Redevelopment Director

• Mayor or Council Member

SACRAMENTO CONVENTION CENTER



GENERAL INFORMATION

20 08  PL ANNERS INS TITUTE AND MINI  E XPO PROGR AM

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 26

The full registration fee includes program materials, 
dinner on Wednesday, breakfast on Thursday and 
Friday, and lunch-mini expo on Thursday.

Registrations completed online at 
www.cacities.org/events by Friday, 
February 22, 2008, will also receive
a $20 CityBooks discount coupon.

NOTE: Cancellation requests must be 
submitted in writing and are subject to 
a $50 processing fee. No refunds will be 
given for cancellation requests received 
after March 12, 2008. Substitutions can 
be made on site.

MOBILE TOURS
The following mobile tours are offered at $25 
per attendee on Thursday, March 27, 2008. 
Advance online registration is required.

• Folsom bus and walking tour

• Citrus Heights bus tour

• West Sacramento bus and walking tour

• Sacramento Downtown Railyards bus and 
walking tour

• Sacramento Downtown Redevelopment 
walking tour

HOTEL INFORMATION AND 
RESERVATIONS
HYATT REGENCY HOTEL: 
$160.00 plus 12% tax, plus $1.50 per room/
night tourism assessment fee.

SHERATON HOTEL: 
$160.00 plus 12% tax, plus $1.50 per room/
night tourism assessment fee.

Hotel Reservations Must Be Received 
No Later Than 5:00 p.m., Friday, 
February 22, 2008.

All reservations, changes, or cancellations 
must be addressed directly with the hotel. 
The hotel will make a full refund if the 
cancellation is made directly to the hotel at 
least 48 hours before your check-in date.

STEP 1: REGISTER FOR THE CONFERENCE
All attendees must register for the conference 
directly with the League of California Cities, 
online at www.cacities.org/events prior to 
reserving the hotel room. Once your event 
registration is complete, you will be led to 
the housing registration page. If you need 
to send a check or money order, please print 
the registration form from our website 
www.cacities.org/events.

Registration
9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

CityBooks
10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

GENERAL SESSION
1:00 - 2:15 p.m.

Fire Safe Strategies 
and Planning
Developing California 
communities with Fire Safe 
Planning within the urban-
wildland interface not only 
helps structures survive wildfi res, but also saves 
lives and millions of dollars. Discuss guidelines for 
hands-on implementation of fi re safe strategies for 
the development of public safety elements within 
local government general plans. 

How to Run a Meeting
Are your meetings getting unruly? Get practical 
tips on how to have amicable dynamics and 
successful meetings.

MODERATOR: Emmanuel Ursu, Planning 
Director, City of Orinda

SPEAKERS: Wayne Goldberg, Director of 
Advance Planning and Public Policy, City of 
Santa Rosa

Janet M. Ruggiero, FAICP, Community 
Development Director, City of Citrus Heights

BREAKOUT SESSIONS
2:45 - 4:00 p.m.

California Environmental 
Quality Act Basics 101
• Acquire the fundamental summary of CEQA

• Learn the law’s objectives

• Become familiar with the terminology
and usage

MODERATOR: Susan Healy Keene, AICP, 
Community Development Director, City of 
West Hollywood

SPEAKER: Christi Hogin, City Attorney, 
Cities of Malibu and Lomita, Law Firm of 
Jenkins and Hogin, LLP, Malibu

LEGEND 
Fundamentals–   
This track has been designed for new 
commissioners and offers a basic 
understanding of the topics.

STEP 2: SECURE YOUR HOTEL

OPTION A (credit card): The online conference 
registration link will take you directly to the 
online housing reservation for each property 
currently available on your selected dates. For 
immediate hotel reservations and confi rmation, 
please book your required rooming needs online 
after registering for the conference.

OPTION B (check or money order): After 
the League of California Cities receives and 
processes your registration for the conference, 
you will be sent an e-mail with an online link 
(URL) for hotel reservations and/or a housing 
request form. If you select to mail the housing 
form with hotel deposit, please fi ll out the hotel 
reservation form completely and mail it with 
your check or money order to the Sacramento 
Convention and visitors Bureau.

* Session times, speakers, and topics are 
  subject to change.
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 26 (continued)

Historic Preservation Essentials
Experts will present the benef its of historic 
preservation in your community. The critical 
components for establishing a historic preservation 
program, how to integrate it into existing policies, 
and a variety of techniques to bring about a historic 
survey will be elaborated.

MODERATOR: Jay M. Trevino, Planning 
Director, City of Santa Ana

SPEAKERS: Janet Hansen, Deputy Manager, 
Offi ce of Historic Resources, Los Angeles

 Marie Nelson, State Historian II, Survey/
CLG Coordinator, Local Government Unit, 
California Offi ce of Historic Preservation, 
Sacramento

 Lucinda Woodward, Supervisor, Local 
Government and Information Management 
Unit, California Offi ce of Historic Preservation, 
Los Angeles

Senior and Affordable Housing
What does “aging friendly in place” mean and who 
really resides in these dwellings? Increase your 
knowledge of what is “Section 8” and the design 
guidelines required to build these communities.

MODERATOR: Robert Storer, Planning 
Commissioner, Town of Danville

SPEAKERS: Anne Burns Johnson, President 
and CEO, Aging Services of California, 
Sacramento

 Lydia Tan, Executive Vice President, Bridge 
Housing Corporation, San Francisco

Cities and Agricultural Lands: 
What Cities Can and Have to Do
As California continues to grow, its cities
are expanding onto agricultural land at an 
unprecedented pace. The same farmlands, however, 
provide an economic base for many communities, 
habitat for endangered species, fl ood protection, 
and other benefi ts. Discuss the Williamson 
Act requirements and acceptable methods of 
mitigation for agricultural land conversion.

MODERATOR: Ralph Raffi  Kachadourian, 
Senior Planner/City Planner, Development 
Services Department, City of Sanger

SPEAKER: Dennis O’Bryant, Williamson 
Act Program Manager, Department of 
Conservation, Division of Land Resource 
Protection, Sacramento

Parking Districts in Action
Discuss the new approaches to parking principles, 
creating parking districts, and how they should 
operate. Review proposals described in Dr. Shoup’s 
book, The High Cost of Free Parking. Examine real-
life implementations of creative parking solutions.

MODERATOR: Melisa Tintocalis, Program 
Manager, City Planning & Community 
Investment, City of San Diego

SPEAKERS: Kelly Beede, Parking Services 
Manager, Town of Truckee

 Steffen Turoff, Parking Consultant,
Walker Parking Consultants, San Diego

Look Before You Leap: Green 
Building Programs
Discover what the process of adopting green 
building ordinances entail. How is success 
measured? Which departments are involved 
and who manages the programs? 

MODERATOR: Thomas Jacobson, Professor 
and Director, Institute for Community 
Planning Assistance, Department of 
Environmental Studies and Planning, 
Sonoma State University

SPEAKERS: Maureen Tamuri, AIA, 
Community Development Director, City 
of Calabasas

 Steve Widmeyer, PE, Vice President, 
Willdan, Industry

BREAKOUT SESSIONS 
4:15 - 5:30 p.m.

Character and Caliber: A 
Design Review
Most zoning ordinances are designed to prevent 
new buildings from destroying the character 
of neighborhoods, but don’t provide the tools 
needed to ensure that new buildings have high 
caliber designs. Discuss how design review process 
can improve the quality of architecture and 
landscape in your communities.

MODERATOR: George Buell, AICP, City 
Planner, City of San Clemente

SPEAKER: Alan Loomis, Principal Urban 
Designer, City of Glendale

General Plan/Master Plan
How do you know when a plan is effective? What 
makes a plan a “good” plan? Analyze the tools 
to create a master plan and valuable policy guide 
for your community.

MODERATOR: Susan J. Daluddung, Ph.D., 
Director of Community and Economic 
Development, City of Hayward 

SPEAKERS: Richard Mitchell, Planning 
Director, City of Richmond

 Heather Wooten, Planning for Healthy 
Places, Public Health Law & Policy, Oakland

Lisa Wise, Lisa Wise Consulting, Los Osos

Advanced CEQA
Environmental impact reports can be daunting 
documents containing hundreds of pages. Ten 
key tips will be presented to help you attain 
the pertinent elements in these often immense 
documents.

MODERATOR: Mahdi Alzuri, Deputy City 
Manager, Community Development 
Director, City of Rancho Cucamonga

SPEAKER: Larry Wiener, President, Richard 
Watson and Gershon, Los Angeles

Historic Preservation Incentives 
and Outreach
Discover how a community can increase support 
for historic preservation programs and what role 
the neighborhood plays. Address ways to create 
historic preservation outreach programs while 
involving the neighborhood.

MODERATOR: Jay M. Trevino, Planning
Director, City of Santa Ana 

SPEAKERS: Roberta Deering, Senior Planner 
for Historic Preservation, City of Sacramento

 Janet Hansen, Deputy Manager, Offi ce of 
Historic Resources, Los Angeles

 Marie Nelson, State Historian II, Survey/
CLG Coordinator, Local Government Unit, 
California Offi ce of Historic Preservation, 
Sacramento
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 26 (continued)

THURSDAY, MARCH 27

Real Estate Economics 101 - 
How Density, Impositions 
and Entitlements Affect 
Development Feasibility
Discover how fi nancial impact policy decisions 
impinge on development feasibility along with an 
overview of real estate development economics.

MODERATOR: Charlie View, Development 
Services Director, City of Brea

SPEAKER: Cal Hollis, Managing Principal, 
Keyser Marston Associates, Inc., Los Angeles

What’s So Important About a 
Little Mud and Murky Water?
The most productive ecosystems in the world, 
wetlands and vernal pools, support an enormous 
array of resident wildlife. Waterways containing 
natural wastes and pollution are cleaned as they 
pass through swamps. Yet, at an alarming rate, 
wetlands and vernal pools are being fi lled in 
for development of housing, industrial plants, 
highways, and airports. Learn how to balance 
development and the environment.

MODERATOR: Mahdi Alzuri, Deputy City 
Manager, Community Development Director, 
City of Rancho Cucamonga

SPEAKERS: Caroline Christian, Assistant 
Professor, Department of Environmental 
Studies and Planning, Sonoma State University

 Thomas Jacobson, Professor and Director, 
Institute for Community Planning Assistance, 
Department of Environmental Studies and 
Planning, Sonoma State University

Planning Commission Admin-
istrivia: Good Decisions That 
Can Stand a Challenge 
The devil is always in the details! Examine the 
process of making a good decision that can 
withstand a challenge, appeal, or even judicial 
review. Review what is involved in developing 
an adequate record, the kind of evidence the 
commission relies on, what happens when there is 
an appeal, and the requirements for due process.

MODERATOR: Susan Healy Keene, AICP, 
Community Development Director,
City of West Hollywood

SPEAKER: Christi Hogin, City Attorney, 
Cities of Malibu and Lomita, Law Firm
of Jenkins and Hogin, LLP, Malibu

DINNER AT THE HYATT HOTEL
5:00 – 7:30 p.m.    
It’s time to have some fun!

Join your colleagues at the Hyatt Hotel Ballroom 
to network and enjoy a delicious dinner featuring 
California Cuisine, along with live music.

NOTE: Single event/meal tickets for the 
dinner are available for $75.00. Guest/spouse 
fee for the entire meeting is $160.00. Badges 
must be purchased in advance and will not 
be available at the door. Please refer to the 
registration form for more information.

Registration
7:30 a.m. - Noon

CityBooks
8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Networking Breakfast
7:45 - 8:45 a.m.
Enjoy breakfast while networking and planning 
your day.

GENERAL SESSION
9:00 - 10:15 a.m. 

Planning in an Uncertain 
Climate: Legal and Practical 
Perspectives
How should cities integrate concerns about 
global warming into their planning process? 
What kinds of analysis and policies should 
cities include in general plans? How does 
the California 
Environmental 
Quality Act apply? 
What are cities 
doing now to 
address the causes 
and consequences 
of climate change?  

BREAKOUT SESSIONS
10:45 a.m. - Noon

Planning Commissioners Roles 
and Responsibilities 101
What is your role and responsibilities as a 
planning commissioner in your community? 
How do you interact with the city council? Do 
you have knowledge of the legal and planning 
documents needed to make the best planning 
decisions? Discuss innovative ways to improve 
your practical working relations with staff, 
proponents, and the public.

MODERATOR AND SPEAKER: Lynn Osborn, 
Planning Commissioner, Town of Danville

SPEAKERS: Joel Rojas, Community Development 
Director, City of Rancho Palos Verdes

 Emmanuel Ursu, Planning Director,
City of Orinda

“This program has been submitted to 

the American Planning Association to 

be approved for CM credits to AICP 

members. Please check your onsite 

program to fi nd out how to apply 

for credits.”

F
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The Top 10 Questions Planning 
Commissioners Want Answered
As a seasoned commissioner, have you always 
wondered how other cities conduct their meetings? 
Do you need to know how to interact with staff, 
or wonder if you have the same relationship 
with city council as other planning commissioners? 
Bring your questions to exchange with your peers.

FACILITATOR: Susan Healy Keene, AICP, 
Community Development Director,
City of West Hollywood

Redevelopment: What Makes 
it Work?
In a time of economic uncertainty, leadership 
and resolve are needed to guide California 
to economic prosperity. Redevelopment has 
proven to be one of the most effective ways to 
expand businesses, develop affordable housing, 
create jobs, and provide public infrastructure. 
Understand how redevelopment works as a “smart 
growth” approach that encourages inf ill 
development in urban areas, slows development
 of vacant farmland, cleans up contaminated 
sites, and revitalizes old neighborhoods.

MODERATOR: Charlie View, Development 
Services Director, City of Brea

SPEAKER: Amy Feagans, Redevelopment 
Director, City of Folsom

Land Use, Energy, and Water 
Challenges
Join this exciting panel discussion to gain an 
in-depth understanding of how your city can 
qualify for state bonds and other monies to 
integrate regional water management.

MODERATOR: Lisa Beutler, Associate 
Director, Center for Collaborative Policy, 
California State University, Sacramento

SPEAKERS: Cristopher Cabaldon, Mayor, 
City of West Sacramento

Judith A. Corbett, Executive Director, 
Local Government Commission, Sacramento

Linda Fiack, Executive Director, Delta 
Protection Commission, Sacramento

Kamyar Guivetchi, California Department 
of Water Resources, Sacramento

 Transit Oriented Development 
(TOD) Toolbox for Planning 
Commissioners
Are TOD’s successful in reducing vehicle 
trips and parking demand, while supporting 
neighborhood scale retail activity? How can 
planners and professionals be champions of 
mixed use and infi ll? Acquire the tools available 
to evaluate and support TOD plans and projects.

MODERATOR: Paul Zykofsky, AICP, Director, 
Land Use/Transportation Programs, Local 
Government Commission, Sacramento

SPEAKERS: Susan J. Daluddung, Ph.D., 
Director of Community and Economic 
Development, City of Hayward

 Dan Zack, Downtown Development 
Coordinator, City of Redwood City

San Joaquin Valley Blueprint
The “Blueprint Planning Program” initiated by 
Caltrans in 2005, through funding and capacity 
building, encourages Council of Governments 
to work with other government agencies, the 
private sector, and the public, in building 
consensus for a vision of future land use and 
transportation. Gain perspectives on the benefi ts 
of cross-agency coordination in San Joaquin 
Valley. Experience how local land use planners 
and offi cials have made these efforts work.

MODERATOR: Ralph Raffi  Kachadourian, 
Senior Planner/City Planner, Development 
Services Department, City of Sanger

SPEAKERS: Marjorie Kirn, Deputy Executive 
Director, Merced County Association of 
Governments, Merced

 Carol Whiteside, President, Great Valley 
Center, Modesto

Site Plan Review - Looking 
Beyond the Standards of the 
Zoning Code
What constitutes a good site plan? How do 
planning commissioners meet the minimum 
standards of the Zoning Code? Are you inspired 
to create places of livability and endurance?

MODERATOR: Alice Angus, AICP, Community 
Development Director, City of Orange

SPEAKERS: Robert Imboden, AICP, Planning 
Commission Chairperson, City of Orange

 Robert Klekner, AICP, Principal Urban 
Designer, RBF Consulting’s Urban Design 
Studio, Newport Beach

 Edward Knight, AICP, Assistant Planning 
Director, City of Orange

LUNCH / MINI EXPO 
Noon - 2:00 p.m.
Enjoy lunch with your colleagues and be a part of 
the Mini Expo! Exhibiting companies will display 
products and services in the areas of: budgeting, 
performance, measuring, retirement planning, 
economic and community development, affordable 
housing, environmental planning, arbitration 
practices, traffi c solutions and air quality. 

NOTE: Guest/spouse fee for the entire 
meeting is $160.00. Single event/meal 
tickets for the lunch will be available 
for $50.00. Badges must be purchased in 
advance and will not be available at the door. 
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MOBILE TOURS
2:00 – 5:00 p.m.
$25 sign-up fee
To attend one of the mobile tours you will need to 
register online. The tours will be on a fi rst-come, 
fi rst-served basis. You will receive a tour coupon 
in your registration packet along with your badge 
and meal coupons onsite. Once a tour is fi lled 
with 45 people, it will be marked online as Not 
Available. There will be no refunds.

Historic Folsom: Old Meets 
New - Making Suburban Codes 
Work for Historic Districts
TOUR LEADER: Amy Feagans, Redevelopment 

Director, City of Folsom

Take a walking tour 
of Historic Folsom, 
an 1890’s era historic 
district embedded 
in a fast growing 
modern community. 
Visit the old town on 
Sutter Street, where 
new building activity 
shares the street with 
original turn-of-the-century buildings. Project 
plans include a 120,000 sq foot mixed use 
development with a 400 seat public amphitheater, 
a new parking structure, sidewalk, and building 
facades among other beautifi cation efforts. 

Citrus Heights: Suburban 
Infi ll – Successes and Frustrations
TOUR LEADER: Janet M. Ruggiero, FAICP, 

Community Development Director, City of 
Citrus Heights

Once named by the Sacramento Bee as the 
“un-city”, Citrus Heights was incorporated 
in 1997. Before then it was part of the largest 
unincorporated urban area in the state. This 
f irst ring suburb has been redeveloping old 
commercial corridors. Witness how a general 
plan, two specif ic plans, a visioning project, 

and a new zoning 
ordinance, have all 
been prepared to 
provide a new sense 
of place.

West Sacramento: Waterfront Tour
TOUR LEADER: Shanna Zuspan, 

Redevelopment Analyst, West Sacramento

West Sacramento’s 
waterfront is a core city 
asset. The Sacramento 
River provides the city 
with water, recreation, 
and identity. Waterfront 
revitalization is a 
central element to 
West Sacramento 
city planning and its 

relationship to the region. Participants will 
become familiar with the city’s efforts of 
historical and habitat preservation, fostering an 
emerging high-rise skyline, the Riverwalk, and 
mixed use developments. 

City of Sacramento - 
“The Railyards” - Biggest Infi ll 
Site in the Country
TOUR LEADERS: Nedzlene Ferrario, Senior 

Planner, City of Sacramento and Richard 
Rich, Thomas Enterprises

The 240 acre Railyards site is perched on the 
edge of greatness again. Site of the western 
terminus of the Transcontinental Railroad, the 
old Union Pacifi c site recently was purchased 
by Thomas Enterprises. Come tour the project 
which will include the regional transportation 
hub, renovation of the historic railroad shops, 
and 12,000 residential units in an urban, mixed-
use community.

City of Sacramento - 
Downtown Redeveloping
Downtown Sacramento
is transforming as 
redevelopment makes 
the most of its water-
fronts, historic buildings, 
and seat as the state 
capitol. Progress has 
been marked by successes 
and challenges. This tour will explore both with 
an eye toward providing you with some of the 
practical lessons learned regarding what it takes 
to make a project successful.

BREAKOUT SESSIONS 
2:30 – 4:30 p.m.

Media Training
You may be asked on occasion to represent your 
city in an interview with the press. It is critical 
that you feel comfortable delivering your city’s 
messages. In this interactive session, you will 
gain insight from print, radio and television news 
professionals on how to handle press inquiries 
and to provide the information the press needs 
for different news mediums. 

MODERATOR: Scott Summerfi eld,
SAE Communications, Pleasanton

SPEAKERS: Tamara Keith, Sacramento 
Region Reporter, KQED, National Public 
Radio, Sacramento

 Jim Smith, Editor, Woodland Daily 
Democrat, Woodland

Ethics Training   
HOW TO BUILD AND MAINTAIN 
THE PUBLIC’S TRUST: PRACTICAL 
ETHICS AND THE LAW

Your ability to lead in your community depends 
upon the extent to which the public trusts you 
and trusts your city as an institution. What 
are some questions that public off icials can 
ask themselves when confronted with ethical 
dilemmas? What does the law require of you as a 
public servant? Discover the tools and resources 
available to you to deal with ethical and ethics 
law issues. Those that sign in and attend the full 
session (two hours) will receive ethics education 
credit for purposes of AB 1234 compliance.

MODERATOR AND SPEAKER: JoAnne Speers, 
Executive Director, Institute for Local 
Government, Sacramento

DINNER ON OWN
Visit your hotel’s concierge for restaurants and 
reservations.
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CityBooks
8:00 – 10:30 a.m. 

BREAKOUT SESSIONS
8:15 - 9:45 a.m.

City Finance 101  
• The essentials of California city revenues and 

spending 

• Trends in California local government 
fi nance

• Potential impacts from the state budget

• Critical issues and proposals for fi scal reform

MODERATOR: Charlie View, Development 
Services Director, City of Brea

SPEAKER: Michael Coleman, Fiscal Policy 
Advisor, League of California Cities, 
CaliforniaCityFinance.com, Davis

2008 - A Year of Housing 
Uncertainty
Where will our children live? Where will we 
live? Is there hope on the horizon in 2009? 
What can local government do to facilitate the 
development of affordable housing? Explore 
the process of preparing a certifi able housing 
element and its benefi ts.

MODERATOR: Donald Lamm, AICP, 
Deputy City Manager, Development 
Services Director; Executive Director of the 
Redevelopment Agency, City of Costa Mesa

SPEAKER: Lynn Jacobs, Director, Department 
of Housing and Community Development, 
State of California, Sacramento

There Are No Stupid Questions!
Frustrated that you only get fi ve days to 
review your packets? During this informal, 
interactive session, come and share frustrations, 
and hear how other cities have solved 
problems or issues you might be having.

FACILITATOR: Lynn Osborn, Planning 
Commissioner, Town of Danville

Traffic Calming Programs 
That Work
Successful traffi c calming programs emphasize 
the importance of balancing the three “E’s”: 
Education, Enforcement, and Engineering. They 
start out by relying on local residents to take 
the lead before installing higher cost treatments. 
Examine several traffi c calming programs that 
are being implemented successfully in different 
parts of the state.

MODERATOR: Robert Storer, Planning 
Commissioner, Town of Danville

SPEAKER: Hector Barron, City Traffi c 
Engineer, Department of Transportation, 
City of Sacramento

Preventing Urban Sprawl
Urban sprawl continues to def ine many 
communities with traff ic congestion, strip 
commercial corridors, loss of agricultural land, 
mediocre architectural design, and segregated 
land uses. The absence of a community vision 
and clearly defi ned policies to address urban 
sprawl leave small towns or rural cities vulnerable 
to undesirable impacts. Get an overview of 
Ahwahnee principles, smart growth principles, 
new urbanism and sustainable communities.

MODERATOR: Ralph Raffi  Kachadourian, 
Senior Planner/City Planner, Development 
Services Department, City of Sanger

SPEAKER: Fred Brusuelas, AICP, Community 
Development Assistant Director, City of Visalia

Adopting and Implementing Form -
Based Codes: A Progress Report
Form-based codes have received a lot of attention 
in the last few years as local jurisdictions 
struggle with how to ensure and implement 
their community’s vision for revitalization and 
development. Learn how different jurisdictions 
in the state are successfully implementing form-
based codes.

MODERATOR: Paul Zykofsky, AICP, Director, 
Land Use/Transportation Programs, Local 
Government Commission, Sacramento

SPEAKERS: John Anderson, Principal, New 
Urban Builders, Chico

 Stephen Lawton, Community Development 
Director, City of Hercules

 Daniel Parolek, Principal, Opticos Design, 
Berkeley

GENERAL CLOSING SESSION
10:15 - 11:45 a.m. 

California Trends - The Future 
of the Housing Market and the 
Economy
A guest columnist for 
various publications 
including the Wall Street 
Journal, Carole Rodoni 
has been President 
of Fox & Carskadon 
Residential Real Estate, 
Chief Operations Offi cer 
of Cornish and Carey 
Residential Real Estate, 
and President and COO of Alain Pinel Realtors. 
Carol will comment on how the global, national, 
state, and local economies are impacted by the 
housing correction and the sub-prime/credit 
impact of 2007, whether or not we are facing a 
recession, and where interest rates are headed. 

SPEAKER: Carol Radoni, President, Bamboo 
Consulting, San Jose

VISIT THE CAPITOL

The Capitol is only a few blocks away! Guided 
walking tours are available all day long. Please 
check-in with the League registration desk to 
fi nd out if the legislature is in session.

CAROL RADONI
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PRICING INFORMATION
FULL CONFERENCE
Wednesday, March 26 – Friday, March 28
One day registration is not available

CITY PLANNING STAFF, $495.00
PLANNING COMMISSIONERS

CONSULTANTS,  $740.00
PARTNERS

The full registration fee includes pro-
gram materials, dinner on Wednesday, 
breakfast on Thursday and Friday, 
and lunch-mini expo on Thursday. 
Registrations completed online at 
www.cacities.org/events by Friday, 
February 22, will also receive a $20 
CityBooks discount coupon.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THE…
League of California Cities 
2008 Annual Conference
September 24-27
Long Beach

2007–08
DEPARTMENT OFFICERS

PRESIDENT

Robert Combs
Planning Commissioner, Town of 
Danville

1ST VICE PRESIDENT

Donald Lamm 
AICP, Deputy City Manager, 
Development. Services Director, 
Executive Director of Redevelopment 
Agency, City of Costa Mesa

2ND VICE PRESIDENT

Emmanuel Ursu 
Planning Director, City of Orinda

DIRECTOR

Sharon Fierro
Community Development Director, 
City of Campbell

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT

Susan Healy-Keene
AICP, Director of Community 
Development, City of West 
Hollywood

MOBILE TOURS $25.00

GUEST/SPOUSE
All Events $160.00
Wednesday dinner $75.00*
Thursday lunch  $50.00* 

* On-site only.

SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS
If you require special accommodations 
related to facility access, communication 
and/or diet, please contact Conference 
Registration at 916-658-8291.

W W W . C A C I T I E S . O R G / E V E N T S

PRESORT 
FIRST CLASS 
US POSTAGE

P A I D
PERMIT NO. 1022
SACRAMENTO, CA

1400 K Street • Sacramento, CA 95814
www.cacities .org

2008 PLANNERS INSTITUTE 
AND MINI EXPO

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 26 - 
FRIDAY, MARCH 28

SACRAMENTO CONVENTION CENTER

REGISTRATION AND HOUSING DEADLINE: 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 22
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