
LODI PLANNING COMMISSION 
REGULAR COMMISSION MEETING 

CARNEGIE FORUM, 305 WEST PINE STREET 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 27, 2009 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL 

 

The Regular Planning Commission meeting of May 27, 2009, was called to order by Chair Kiser 
at 7:00 p.m. 

Present:  Planning Commissioners – Cummins, Heinitz, Hennecke, Kirsten, Mattheis, Olson, and 
Chair Kiser 

Absent: Planning Commissioners – None 

Also Present: Community Development Director Konradt Bartlam, Deputy City Attorney Janice 
Magdich, Assistant Planner Immanuel Bereket, and Administrative Secretary Kari 
Chadwick 

 
2. MINUTES 

“March 25, 2009” 

MOTION / VOTE: 

The Planning Commission, on motion of Commissioner Kirsten, Cummins second, approved 
the Minutes of March 25, 2009 as written.  (Mattheis abstained because he was not in 
attendance of the subject meeting) 

“April 8, 2009” 

MOTION / VOTE: 

The Planning Commission, on motion of Commissioner Kirsten, Heinitz second, approved the 
Minutes of April 8, 2009 as written.  (Mattheis abstained because he was not in attendance of 
the subject meeting) 

“April 22, 2009” 

MOTION / VOTE: 

The Planning Commission, on motion of Commissioner Kirsten, Mattheis second, approved 
the Minutes of April 22, 2009 as written.  (Cummins, Heinitz, and Hennecke abstained 
because they were not in attendance of the subject meeting) 

 
 
3. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

a) Notice thereof having been published according to law, an affidavit of which publication is on 
file in the Community Development Department, Chair Kiser called for the public hearing to 
consider the request to amend a previously approved Use Permit 07-U-01 to increase the 
number of tables, expand the hours of operation and increase the number of legal cardroom 
games at 1800 S. Cherokee Lane. (Applicant:  Chris Ray, on behalf of Wine Country 
Cardroom & Restaurant.  File Number:  07-U-01.) 

 
Assistant Planner Bereket gave a brief PowerPoint presentation based on the staff report. 

Commissioner Heinitz disclosed that he met with the applicant and eats lunch in the 
restaurant about once a week, but has never gambled there. 
 
Commissioner Kirsten disclosed that he met with the applicant regarding the project. 
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Commissioner Hennecke asked about the last condition requiring the parking to be complete 
within 120 days of approval.  Mr. Bartlam stated that in this situation the establishment is 
open and operating legally already.  What has occurred is there isn’t enough parking to 
accommodate the current patrons and the City has chosen the 120 days because of the 
Cherokee Lane improvements as well as the parking improvements that will be necessary. 
 
Vice Chair Cummins asked how many parking spaces are currently on site.  Assistant 
Planner Bereket stated that there are 84 parking spaces.  Commissioner Cummins stated 
that the applicant is trying to increase the parking by 60 stalls (40%).  Director Bartlam stated 
that the original Use Permit based the parking on the restaurant occupancy and it has been 
discovered that that amount is inadequate.  Cummins asked why a traffic study wasn’t done.  
Director Bartlam stated that in this case it is a hindsight situation.  The upgrades to the 
parking are being based on the current traffic flow not the anticipated traffic with the three 
new tables.  Cummins asked if City Council has approved parts of this project.  Bartlam 
stated that the City Council has approved the amendment to the Ordinance not the Use 
Permit. 
 
Commissioner Mattheis asked why staff isn’t tying the completion of the parking with the 
approval of the expansion.  Director Bartlam stated that that is an option, but staff looked at it 
from a standpoint that there is already a deficiency.  Mattheis stated that he has a problem 
with the displacement of the vehicles that are currently parking in the unfinished areas for 
whatever amount of time, 120 days according to the resolution, the upgrades take.  He then 
asked if the parking surveillance will include the expanded area.  Bartlam stated that it 
already does.  
 
Commissioner Heinitz asked what the City’s Development Standard is for the parking lot.  
Director Bartlam stated that there are a variety standards such as; an impervious surface, 
curb, gutter, sidewalks, lighting standards, etc. 
 
Commissioner Mattheis asked about the storm water pretreatment.  Director Bartlam stated 
that that is one of the Public Works requirements. 
 
Chair Kiser asked if there will be any purple pipe.  Director Bartlam stated that purple pipe is 
not a requirement at this time. 
 
Commissioner Hennecke asked who owns the property to the south of the proposed project.  
Director Bartlam stated that neither the applicant nor owner of the property where the 
business is located own the parcel in question. 

 
 

 Hearing Opened to the Public 

• Stephen Snider, spokesperson for applicant, came forward to address the 
Commission.  He asked that the City work with the applicant in the timing of the 
improvements.  He stated that the 120 days is going to be an ambitious undertaking.  
Mr. Snider stated that this establishment has proven itself to be a good neighbor and 
last year this project was brought before the Commission as an informational item 
with a positive update on what started out to be a controversial project. 

• Chair Kiser asked if there will be an increase in the security.  Mr. Snider stated that 
there is one security guard for every 100 guests and that will increase as needed. 

• Commissioner Heinitz asked about the tax revenue to the City from this 
establishment.  Mr. Snider stated that as of a couple of months ago it was at 
$180,000.  Heinitz asked about the job revenue.  Mr. Snider stated that there are 
currently 60 employees and with three new tables it may increase by another 9 
employees.  Heinitz asked about the pay rate.  Mr. Snider stated that the pay for the 
dealers is very good especially with tips. 
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• Commissioner Mattheis asked where the patrons will be parking while the 
construction is taking place.  Mr. Snider stated that it will have to be done in phases 
with overflow parking on Cherokee.  Mattheis asked how much of a burden would it 
be if this was not approved until the parking was completed.  Mr. Snider stated that it 
would be a huge burden.  Mattheis asked how many parking spaces are on 
Cherokee.  Snider stated he was not sure. 

• Commissioner Olson asked why the expanded hours are necessary for this type of 
business.  Mr. Snider stated that at two in the morning they have to kick customers 
out.  At eight in the morning you will get the night shift people that want to come in 
and wind down before going home and the restaurant will serve breakfast, so the 
establishment will not just be open for gambling only.  Commissioner Olson stated 
that she is uncomfortable with the expanded hours.  She asked if there is any 
evidence from other cities that shows that the extended hours are financially 
beneficial.  Mr. Snider stated that they have not done that analysis, but are basing 
the need from their own customer base.   

• Chair Kiser asked if the applicant plans to come back and ask to stay open 24 hours.  
Mr. Snider stated that there isn’t any plan to do that. 

• Commissioner Kirsten stated that he has spoken with members of the Police 
Department and they are quite impressed with the lack of problems from this 
establishment.  Kirsten also added that he is impressed with the tract record, 
revenues, and jobs that are associated with this project. 

• Commissioner Hennecke stated his concern over the parking and doesn’t feel 
comfortable with the parking on Cherokee Lane.  Mr. Snider stated that it is not the 
intention of the business to endanger any of the patrons. Hennecke asked if the 
condition of requiring the upgrades to be complete before the expansion is approved 
was placed on this project would that kill the project.  Mr. Snider stated that he would 
have to have the financing agent take a look at that. 

• Chair Kiser asked if it would be feasible for the applicant if there was a condition 
placed on the project that 1/3 of the parking needed to be complete before approval.  
Mr. Snider stated that he wasn’t sure. 

• Vice Chair Cummins stated that the business has done very well just playing Texas 
Hold’em and asked what new games are going to be played.  Mr. Snider stated that 
the games that will be added will be three card porker and black jack.  Cummins 
asked how this establishment is going to protect the customer from the seedier side 
of gambling like what has been experienced in Stockton at the Cameo Club.  Mr. 
Snider stated that the Gaming Commission is very strict and if this establishment 
wants to keep its license it will continue to be proactive in keeping that element out of 
the area. 

• Commissioner Olson stated that she would like to support the project, but would like 
to have a better compromise in the timing of the parking completion.  Mr. Snider 
stated that the applicant will be working with the Planning Department.   

• Chair Kiser asked how long it will take to convert the inside over for play.  Mr. Snider 
stated that it will take some time because of the ordering of the materials and the 
permitting process. 

• Commissioner Kirsten stated that he visited the site on a Thursday after lunch and 
asked if that was a peak time.  Mr. Snider stated that there really is no way of 
knowing what the peak day and time is.  Kirsten stated that during his visit it was 
pointed out that the overflow parking was being used by the employees.  Mr. Snider 
stated that he is sure something can be done to alleviate the impact of the overflow 
parking issue while the construction is going on. 

• Commissioner Mattheis suggested some alternative language be placed in the 
resolution regarding the parking once the hearing is closed to the public.   
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• Commissioner Hennecke agreed with Commissioner Mattheis and asked if there are 
any alternative off street parking areas that have been considered while the 
upgrades are being done in particular the property to the south of the proposed 
expansion.  Mr. Snider stated that that property is owned by the same person that 
owns Lodi Honda and they have been very pleased with the Cardroom as a neighbor 
and he is sure something could be worked out. 

• Ken Owens, founder of Christian Community Concerns, came forward to oppose the 
project.  The three issues that he would like to address are:  Gambling, the effects on 
Lodi, and the effect on the neighborhood in the immediate area.  Mr. Owen stated 
some of the negatives related to gambling and read from the documents that were 
given to the Commission before the meeting tonight (attachment A of these minutes).  
He stated that this establishment has not been in business long enough to show the 
negative effects of gambling.  The traffic and parking congestion is a major issue and 
will only get worse.  Mr. Owen stated that the increase in the games and operational 
hours will continue to disrupt that neighborhood.  The 9% of the revenue that this 
establishment is giving is over and above the amount that other businesses give 
which could lead to corruption.  It has been said many times at Council meetings by 
one of the partners of this establishment that the City is its best partner. 

• Commissioner Kirsten stated his appreciation for the added material from Mr. Owens 
and that the Commission is being asked to make judgment on the Land Use issues 
of the project not the moral issues. 

Chair Kiser called for a brief recess. 

Chair Kiser called the meeting back to order. 

 
 Public Portion of Hearing Closed 
  

• Commissioner Heinitz stated his support for the project and agrees with 
Commissioner Mattheis in adding verbiage requiring the applicant to submit a 
parking plan for approval to the Community Development Director. 

• Commissioner Mattheis stated his support for the project and suggested that the 
applicant submit a parking plan to the Community Development Director for approval 
and that some kind of verbiage should be added to the resolution to that affect.  

• Vice Chair Cummins stated his disagreement with finding number three in the 
resolution and based on that finding can not support the project. 

• Chair Kiser stated his support for the project. 
 
MOTION / VOTE: 

 The Planning Commission, on motion of Commissioner Heinitz, Mattheis second, 
approved the request of to amend a previously approved Use Permit 07-U-01 to increase 
the number of tables, expand the hours of operation and increase the number of legal 
cardroom games at 1800 S. Cherokee Lane subject to the conditions in the resolution 
with the added verbiage below:   

 
Director Bartlam added to Condition #18: “in the interim and during the construction 
period the applicant shall submit a parking plan to the Community Development 
Department outlining the actions that will be taken to satisfy the parking demand during 
that time.” 
 
The motioned carried by the following vote: 
 
Ayes:   Commissioners – Heinitz, Hennecke, Kirsten, Olson, Mattheis, and Chair Kiser 
Noes:   Commissioners – Cummins 
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4. PLANNING MATTERS/FOLLOW-UP ITEMS 

a) Construction of Alternative to Measure K Railroad Grade Separation Project. 

Director Bartlam gave a brief report based on the memorandum in the packet. 

Chair Kiser asked if this would be a part of the General Plan.  Mr. Bartlam stated that it has 
been and will continue to be a part of the General Plan. 

Commissioner Heinitz asked if there would need to be any disturbance to the residential 
homes on the northwest corner of this area.  Mr. Bartlam stated that there would not be a 
need to disturb any of the homes in that subdivision because of the forethought of getting the 
right-of-way at the time that this subdivision was created.  The only land disturbance that will 
be necessary will be to the south and the property owners are well aware of this need. 

Commissioner Mattheis stated his support for the recommendation. 

Commissioner Kirsten stated his support for the recommendation. 

Hearing Opened to the Public 

• None 

Public Portion of Hearing Closed 
 
MOTION / VOTE: 

 The Planning Commission, on motion of Commissioner Mattheis, Heinitz second, 
approved the recommendation to the City Council supporting the replacement of 
Measure K funding for the Harney Lane Grade Separation Project.  The motion carried 
by the following vote: 
 
Ayes:  Commissioners – Cummins, Heinitz, Hennecke, Kirsten, Olson, Mattheis, and 
Chair Kiser 
Noes:  Commissioners – None 

 
 
5. ANNOUNCEMENTS AND CORRESPONDENCE 

Vice Chair Cummins stated that the Planners Institute will be in Monterey in March 2010. 
 
6. ACTIONS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

Director Bartlam stated that he was available to answer any questions regarding the summary memo 
in the packet.  He went through a few of the highlights from the budget and how the reductions affect 
the Community Development Department and the Planning Commission. 

 
7. GENERAL PLAN UPDATE/DEVELOPMENT CODE UPDATE 

Director Bartlam stated that the policy documents are going through the administrative process and 
will come to the Planning Commission as the pieces become available. 

 
8. ACTIONS OF THE SITE PLAN AND ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW COMMITTEE 

None 
 
9. ART IN PUBLIC PLACES 

Kirsten gave a brief report regarding the meeting that took place today. 
 
10. COMMENTS BY THE PUBLIC 

None 
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11. COMMENTS BY STAFF AND COMMISSIONERS  

None 
 
12. ADJOURNMENT 

 
There being no further business to come before the Planning Commission, the meeting was 
adjourned at 9:03 p.m. 

 
       ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
       Konradt Bartlam 
       Planning Commission Secretary 
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