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LODI PLANNING COMMISSION 
REGULAR COMMISSION MEETING 

CARNEGIE FORUM, 305 WEST PINE STREET 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2012 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL 

 

The Regular Planning Commission meeting of September 12, 2012, was called to order by Vice 
Chair Kirsten at 7:10 p.m. 

Present:  Planning Commissioners – Cummins, Hennecke, Kiser, and Vice Chair Kirsten 

Absent: Planning Commissioners – Heinitz, Jones, and Chair Olson 

Also Present: Community Development Director Konradt Bartlam, Associate Planner Immanuel 
Bereket, Deputy City Attorney Janice Magdich, and Administrative Secretary Kari 
Chadwick 

 
2. MINUTES 

 “August 8, 2012” 

MOTION / VOTE: 

The Planning Commission, on motion of Commissioner Cummins, Kiser second, approved the 
Minutes of August 8, 2012 as written. 

  
3. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

a) Notice thereof having been published according to law, an affidavit of which publication is on file 
in the Community Development Department, Vice Chair Kirsten called for the public hearing to 
consider the request for Planning Commission approval of an amendment to an existing Use 
Permit to allow a Type-47 On-Sale General Alcoholic Beverage Control License at 10 West Oak 
Street. (Applicant: Ruben Larrazolo. File Number: 11-U-18a) 

 
Associate Planner Bereket gave a brief PowerPoint presentation based on the staff report.  Staff 
recommends approval of project. 

Vice Chair Kirsten stated that he has property interest within the required radius to recues 
himself from this item, but it would leave the Commission without a quorum.  Director Bartlam 
stated that Vice Chair Kirsten can stay due to the rule of necessity. 

 Hearing Opened to the Public 

• Ruben Larrazolo, applicant, came forward to answer any questions. 
 
 Public Portion of Hearing Closed 

MOTION / VOTE: 
The Planning Commission, on motion of Commissioner Kiser, Hennecke second, approved 
the request for an amendment to an existing Use Permit to allow a Type-47 On-Sale 
General Alcoholic Beverage Control License at 10 West Oak Street subject to the conditions 
in the resolution.  The motion carried by the following vote: 

 
Ayes: Commissioners – Cummins, Hennecke, Kiser, and Vice Chair Kirsten  
Noes: Commissioners – None 
Absent: Commissioners -   Heinitz, Jones, and Chair Olson 
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b) Notice thereof having been published according to law, an affidavit of which publication is on file 

in the Community Development Department, Vice Chair Kirsten called for the public hearing to 
consider the request of the Planning Commission for approval of a Use Permit to allow Lodi 
Christian School to operate a preschool through eighth grade private school and the site plan 
and architecture review (SPARC) to construct a 32,000 square-foot office/classroom building on 
the grounds of Temple Baptist Church located at 801 South Lower Sacramento Road. 
(Applicant: Steve Opp, on behalf of Temple Baptist Church. File Numbers: 12-U-12 and 12-SP-
03) 

 
Associate Planner Bereket gave a brief PowerPoint presentation based on the staff report.  Staff 
recommends approval of the project. 
 

 Hearing Opened to the Public 

• Steve Opp, applicant, came forward to answer questions.  Mr. Opp stated his 
appreciation for the opportunity to bring this project before the Planning Commission.  
He introduced a few key supporters Doug Davis with WMB Architects, Mike Harnack 
with Roland Construction, Ron Hiddle with Lodi Christian School. 

• Commissioner Hennecke asked if the additional student population would create any 
additional traffic impact.  Director Bartlam stated that during the review process other 
City departments have the opportunity to place conditions on the project.  Public Works 
reviewed the traffic portion and did not feel there would be any issues. 

• Commissioner Cummins stated his appreciation for the project and wished them well. 

 
 Public Portion of Hearing Closed 

MOTION / VOTE: 
The Planning Commission, on motion of Commissioner Cummins, Kiser second, approved 
the request for a Use Permit to allow Lodi Christian School to operate a preschool through 
eighth grade private school and the site plan and architecture review (SPARC) to construct a 
32,000 square-foot office/classroom building on the grounds of Temple Baptist Church 
located at 801 South Lower Sacramento Road subject to the conditions in the resolution.  
The motion carried by the following vote: 

 
Ayes: Commissioners – Cummins, Hennecke, Kiser, and Vice Chair Kirsten 
Noes: Commissioners – None 
Absent: Commissioners -    Heinitz, Jones, and Chair Olson 

 
 

c) Notice thereof having been published according to law, an affidavit of which publication is on file 
in the Community Development Department, Vice Chair Kirsten called for the public hearing to 
consider the request of the Planning Commission for approval of a Use Permit to establish a 
wine production facility at 1001 and 1101 East Lodi Avenue. (Applicant: Anthony Scotto, on 
behalf of Scotto Family Cellars: File Number: 12-U-13) 

 
Associate Planner Bereket gave a brief PowerPoint presentation based on the staff report.  Staff 
recommends approval of the project. 
 
Commissioner Kiser stated that he would like to make sure that the waste is removed from the 
property in a timely manner and would like to know how the grapes are being brought to the site.  
Associate Planner Bereket stated that the applicant would be the better person to address those 
questions. 
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 Hearing Opened to the Public 

• Mike Hakem, representative for the applicant, came forward to answer questions.  Mr. 
Hakem introduced the owner, Anthony Scotto, and the engineer on the project, Steve 
Pechin.  In response to Commissioner Kiser’s concerns Mr. Hakem stated that there will 
be two half-ton trucks delivering the grapes with no cueing taking place in any public 
right-of-way and the applicant understands the concerns for the waste removal and will 
live up to the conditions.   

• Commissioner Hennecke asked how long the Scotto Family has been in business.  
Anthony Scotto, applicant, came forward to address the question.  He stated that the 
Family has been in the wine business for five generations and they have been in their 
current location since 2007. 

 
 Public Portion of Hearing Closed 

MOTION / VOTE: 
The Planning Commission, on motion of Commissioner Kiser, Cummins second, approved 
the request for a Use Permit to establish a wine production facility at 1001 and 1101 East 
Lodi Avenue subject to the conditions in the resolution.  The motion carried by the following 
vote: 

 
Ayes: Commissioners – Cummins, Hennecke, Kiser and Vice Chair Kirsten  
Noes: Commissioners – None 
Absent: Commissioners -    Heinitz, Jones, and Chair Olson 

 
 
4. PLANNING MATTERS/FOLLOW-UP ITEMS 

None 

5. ANNOUNCEMENTS AND CORRESPONDENCE 

Director Bartlam wished Deputy City Attorney Janice Magdich a Happy Birthday. 

6. ACTIONS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

Director Bartlam stated that there has been a memo provided in the packet and staff is available to 
answer any questions. 

Commissioner Cummins asked how the community is informed of the First Time Home Buyer 
program.  Mr. Bartlam stated that there are a variety of ways.  There is information available on our 
website and several of the lending agencies in town are aware of the program and can refer 
customers for assistance if needed.  Staff has also met several times with the Lodi Realtors 
Association 

7. DEVELOPMENT CODE UPDATE 

a. Staff presentation on the Draft Development Code Section 3, Landscape, Parking, Sign, and 
Specific Land Uses Standards. 

Director Bartlam gave a PowerPoint presentation based on the staff report. 

Commissioner Cummins asked if roof mounted signs will be prohibited with this new ordinance.  
Director Bartlam stated that our ordinance already prohibits them, so there will be no change to 
that part of the code. 

Vice Chair Kirsten asked if like the Billboard signs other non-conforming signs are 
grandfathered-in.  Director Bartlam stated that would be correct.  Kirsten asked about surface 
painted signs being prohibited.  Bartlam stated that they would not be prohibited. 
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 Opened for Public Comment 

• None 
 
 Closed to Public Comment 

8. ACTIONS OF THE SITE PLAN AND ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW COMMITTEE 

None 

9. ART IN PUBLIC PLACES 

Vice Chair Kirsten gave a brief report regarding the meeting that occurred today.  Kirsten asked 
about the skate park closure since one of the art projects was supposed to be at the Kofu Park 
location.  Director Bartlam stated that there are several users that are just not taking care of the 
facility.  There have been several events of vandalism, littering and reports of alcohol and drug use. 

10. COMMENTS BY THE PUBLIC 

None 

11. COMMENTS BY STAFF AND COMMISSIONERS 

Commissioner Hennecke asked about the Brown Act item that the State ruled on a few weeks ago.  
Deputy City Attorney Magdich stated that the Council is going to continue to follow the mandates 
even though the State has made it clear that there will not be any repercussions if it does not.  
Director Bartlam stated that the State can not mandate something that they are not willing to 
reimburse jurisdictions for. 

12. REORGANIZATION 

a. Planning Commission Chair & Vice Chair 

MOTION / VOTE: 
 The Planning Commission, on motion of Commissioner Kiser, Hennecke second, approved 

the nomination of Commissioner Kirsten for the 2012/13 Planning Commission Chair 
position.  There being no other nominations the motion carried by the following vote: 
 
Ayes: Commissioners – Cummins, Hennecke, Kiser, and Vice Chair Kirsten 
Noes: Commissioners – None 
Absent: Commissioners – Heinitz, Jones, and Chair Olson 

MOTION / VOTE: 
 The Planning Commission, on motion of Vice Chair Kirsten, Hennecke second, approved 

the nomination of Commissioner Jones for the 2012/13 Planning Commission Vice Chair 
position.  There being no other nominations the motion carried by the following vote: 
 
Ayes: Commissioners – Cummins, Hennecke, Kiser, and Vice Chair Kirsten 
Noes: Commissioners – None 
Absent: Commissioners – Heinitz, Jones, and Chair Olson 

 
 
b. Planning Commission Representatives to:  SPARC & Art In Public Places 

MOTION / VOTE: 
 The Planning Commission, on motion of Vice Chair Kirsten, Cummins second, approved the 

nomination of Commissioner Kiser for the 2012/13 Planning Commission representative for 
the Site Plan and Architectural Review Committee position.  There being no other 
nominations the motion carried by the following vote: 
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Ayes: Commissioners – Cummins, Hennecke, Kiser, and Vice Chair Kirsten 
Noes: Commissioners – None 
Absent: Commissioners – Heinitz, Jones, and Chair Olson 

 

MOTION / VOTE: 
 The Planning Commission, on motion of Commissioner Cummins, Kiser second, approved 

the nomination of Commissioner Kirsten for the 2012/13 Planning Commission 
representative for the Art In Public Places Committee position.  There being no other 
nominations the motion carried by the following vote: 
 
Ayes: Commissioners – Cummins, Hennecke, Kiser, and Vice Chair Kirsten 
Noes: Commissioners – None 
Absent: Commissioners – Heinitz, Jones, and Chair Olson 

 

13. ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business to come before the Planning Commission, the meeting was 
adjourned at 7:57 p.m. 

 
        
       ATTEST: 
 
 
 
       Konradt Bartlam 
       Planning Commission Secretary 


