
LODI CITY COUNCIL 
SHIRTSLEEVE SESSION 

CARNEGIE FORUM, 305 WEST PINE STREET 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2013  

 

 
An Informal Informational Meeting ("Shirtsleeve" Session) of the Lodi City Council was held 
Tuesday, December 10, 2013, commencing at 7:00 a.m.  
 
Present:    Council Member Mounce, Council Member Nakanishi, Mayor Pro Tempore Hansen, 
and Mayor Katzakian 
Absent:     Council Member Johnson 
Also Present:    City Manager Bartlam, City Attorney Schwabauer, and City Clerk Johl-Olson 
 

 

 
Public Works Director Wally Sandelin provided a PowerPoint presentation regarding mobile home 
parks metering. Specific topics of discussion included state law, public outreach efforts, general 
mobile home park information in the City, survey results, master meter justification, average 
monthly water and wastewater charges, total monthly savings, City and owner implementation, 
and owner preferred alternatives. 
 
In response to Council Member Mounce, Mr. Sandelin stated specific rental amounts were not a 
part of the survey. 
 
In response to Council Member Mounce, City Attorney Schwabauer stated that, while the Public 
Utilities Commission (PUC) does not regulate submetering, there are other State laws that 
regulate the amount a property owner may charge a tenant for utility services provided through 
submetering. 
 
In response to Council Member Nakanishi, Mr. Sandelin stated park owners would need to pay 
for submetering although they do have the option to pass down the cost to the tenants over a 
period of time.  
 
In response to Council Member Mounce, City Manager Bartlam stated under a master meter 
justification, if the costs were divided equally amongst all tenants based on space alone, the rates 
would go down, although it is the property owner's decision as to how to divide the costs.  
 
In response to Mayor Pro Tempore Hansen, Mr. Sandelin stated the master meters were installed 
in 2012, they have been in place over a year, collected data shows how much total water was 
being used, and that data is the basis for the calculations presented to the City Council. 
Mr. Sandelin stated with the master meter scenario tenants would pay the property owner directly 
for the utility service along with their rent.  
 
In response to Council Member Mounce, Mr. Schwabauer stated property owners do have an 
ability to recover costs from tenants for administering the billing of the utility service.  
 
In response to Mayor Katzakian, Mr. Sandelin reviewed the rate formulas under the current rate 
structure and specifically discussed commodity costs. 
 
In response to Mayor Pro Tempore Hansen, Mr. Schwabauer briefly discussed the ability to 

A. Roll Call by City Clerk

B. Topic(s)

B-1 Receive Information Regarding Metering Options to Mobile Home Parks (PW)



regulate unfair rent practices and increases through various agencies charged with that 
responsibility.  
 
In response to Mayor Pro Tempore Hansen, Mr. Sandelin stated that, while property owners 
would continue to pay the City directly, tenants would need to pay the property owner instead of 
the City because the tenant would no longer be a customer receiving utility billing from the City. 
  
In response to Council Member Mounce, Mr. Bartlam stated that, while there may be an ability to 
allow the tenant to pay the City directly, it is not the preferred alternative because, unlike the 
property owner, the City does not have an enforcement mechanism to force payment or an ability 
to shut-off service when a tenant fails to pay. 
  
In response to Mayor Pro Tempore Hansen, Mr. Sandelin confirmed that the City recovery for the 
utility service will decrease by approximately $100,000 through the master meter system for 
mobile home parks but according to the data it is better aligned with the cost of providing the 
service.  
 
In response to Mayor Pro Tempore Hansen and Council Member Mounce, Mr. Schwabauer 
provided a brief overview of the shut-off process for non-payment of City utilities, including 
electric and water services, and the differences and similarities of the same.  
 
In response to Mayor Pro Tempore Hansen, Mr. Sandelin confirmed that property owners have 
been engaged in the public meetings regarding this topic.  
 
In response to Mayor Katzakian, Mr. Sandelin confirmed that wastewater is adjusted annually on 
July 1.  
 
In response to Council Member Nakanishi, Mr. Bartlam stated the idea of providing a credit to 
property owners involves the amount of additional work it may take for a property owner to bill his 
tenants. Mr. Bartlam stated a calculation divided equally among the number of spaces would not 
take much time but a calculation based on actual use of each space through an individual meter 
would take more time.  
 
In response to Council Member Nakanishi, Deputy City Manager Jordan Ayers stated the base 
charge, without late fees, for non-payment is $28,000 annually. Mr. Bartlam stated mobile home 
park owners will not experience this loss because they have recourse whereas the City does 
not.   
 
In response to Council Member Nakanishi, Mr. Sandelin stated based on his research there are 
no mobile home parks in the State that have utility-owned individual water meters in the parks 
and they all operate through master meters. Mr. Sandelin stated in San Diego there are 
submetering requirements but developers and property owners pay for the meters.  
 
In response to Council Member Mounce, Mr. Bartlam confirmed that mobile home park owners 
previously paid for the electrical meters on individual spaces.  
 
The following individuals spoke in regard to the proposed change in water meter billing for mobile 
home tenants and expressed a variety of concerns including unfair and unequal rent 
increases, lack of an incentive to conserve water, costs associated with individual meters and 
who will pay for the same, past City practice with direct tenant billing, and equity amongst all 
ratepayers.  
     
Shirley Plath 
Ray Lunne 



Ed Poole 
Richard Streep 
Bruce Davis  
 

 
None. 
 

 
No action was taken by the City Council. The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 a.m.  
 
 

C. Comments by Public on Non-Agenda Items

D. Adjournment

ATTEST:  
 
 
Randi Johl-Olson 
City Clerk


