
LODI CITY COUNCIL 
SHIRTSLEEVE SESSION 

CARNEGIE FORUM, 305 WEST PINE STREET 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 2012  

 

 
An Informal Informational Meeting ("Shirtsleeve" Session) of the Lodi City Council was held 
Tuesday, November 27, 2012, commencing at 7:05 a.m.  
 
Present:    Council Member Hansen, Council Member Johnson, and Mayor Pro Tempore 
Nakanishi 
Absent:     Council Member Katzakian, and Mayor Mounce 
Also Present:    City Manager Bartlam, City Attorney Schwabauer, and City Clerk Johl 
 

 

 
Electric Utility Director Elizabeth Kirkley and Customer Services and Programs Manager Rob 
Lechner provided a PowerPoint presentation regarding the public benefits and solar funds 
update. Specific topics of discussion included an overview of the Public Benefits program, 
program budget, program fund, potential customer projects, potential City projects, energy 
efficiency goals and targets, solar program and fund, solar systems installed, solar rebate 
program funding, electric vehicles, and charging stations.  
 
In response to Council Member Hansen, Mr. Lechner stated typically funds for customer rebates 
are not fully spent due largely to the economy and saturation of programs such as the 
refrigeration program.  
 
In response to Mayor Pro Tempore Nakanishi, Mr. Bartlam confirmed the gross sales revenue is 
2.85% and state law does not require the City to spend every dollar immediately, only that it is 
spent fully at some time in the future. 
 
In response to Council Member Hansen, Mr. Lechner stated the program outreach between the 
utility and appliance dealers is good and the appliance program remains the best customer 
program because it is most economical. 
 
In response to Council Member Hansen, Mr. Lechner stated the City did partner with the County 
on the weather stripping program as a part of the stimulus package and some Lodi residents did 
utilize that program. 
 
In response to Council Member Johnson, Mr. Lechner stated the vendor that used to conduct the 
home energy audits recently retired and staff is in the process of looking for another vendor to 
continue conducting that program. 
 
In response to Council Member Johnson, Mr. Lechner stated the maximum amount that can be 
borrowed for energy retrofitting at the current time is $50,000 and staff will be bringing forward 
options to increase that amount to $150,000 to further entice the bigger customers to do large-
scale energy efficiency projects. 
 
In response to Mayor Pro Tempore Nakanishi, Mr. Lechner stated the loan program is 
approximately a year and a half old and currently there are 15 customers in the program.  
 

A. Roll Call by City Clerk

B. Topic(s)
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In response to Council Member Hansen, Mr. Bartlam stated the street light program through the 
State will reduce operational costs thereby reducing costs for all residents. Mr. Lechner confirmed 
that the new LED lights are more energy efficient and lighter in color and the cost has also come 
down over the past few years. Mr. Lechner confirmed that staff can research changing the lighting 
on Lodi Avenue through the new lighting program. 
 
In response to Mayor Pro Tempore Nakanishi, Mr. Bartlam confirmed that there are some streets 
in the City that do not have street lights because the residents do not want them. 
 
In response to Council Member Hansen, Mr. Lechner stated there are funds for the Municipal 
Service Center lighting retrofit, Hutchins Street Square heating, ventilation, and air conditioning 
(HVAC), Civic Center HVAC, and City Hall Annex lighting retrofit projects.  
 
In response to Council Member Johnson, Mr. Lechner stated the percentage split for public and 
private projects currently is about 50-50. 
 
In response to Council Member Hansen, Mr. Bartlam and Mr. Lechner confirmed that the street 
lighting retrofit project would be contracted out and come back to the City Council for approval. 
 
In response to Mayor Pro Tempore Nakanishi, Mr. Lechner provided a brief overview of the timing 
for the four City projects in order to meet the State deadline. Mr. Lechner stated the State 
requires reasonable targets for energy efficiency goals, which the City of Lodi has, and there is 
no real penalty for non-compliance.  
 
In response to Council Member Hansen, Mr. Lechner confirmed that technology has improved 
greatly and therefore brought the costs of solar projects down. 
 
In response to Council Member Johnson, Mr. Lechner provided a brief overview of how the solar 
funds have been spent over the past few years on both the residential and commercial side. 
 
In response to Mayor Pro Tempore Nakanishi, Mr. Lechner confirmed that the solar program 
funds for residential and commercial are dispersed on a first come, first serve basis.  
 
In response to Council Member Johnson, Mr. Lechner stated the seven charging heads for 
electric vehicles from the State are free, there are some public funds used for the installation of 
the stations, and some costs are recouped through a credit card swipe for use of the station. 
Mr. Lechner stated he is aware of five electric vehicles in the City currently, three for the City and 
two privately-owned.  
 
In response to Council Member Hansen, Mr. Lechner stated the location of the charge stations is 
based on State requirements and are intended to be centrally located.  
 
In response to Council Member Johnson, Mr. Lechner stated the State requires that the charging 
stations be publicly accessible on municipally-owned property as a condition of the grant 
program. 
 
In response to Mayor Pro Tempore Nakanishi, Mr. Lechner and Mr. Bartlam confirmed that 
Sacramento, Galt, and a few cities in Southern California are pursuing similar programs although 
there is a bit of a difference with a municipal utility versus privately-owned utilities such as PG&E.  
 
In response to Myrna Wetzel, Mr. Lechner provided an overview of the costs and timing 
associated with operating and charging an electric vehicle. Mr. Bartlam confirmed that only those 
with a credit card or ATM card will be able to use the charge station with the swipe mechanism.  
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None. 
 

 
No action was taken by the City Council. The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 a.m.  
 
 

C. Comments by Public on Non-Agenda Items

D. Adjournment

ATTEST:  
 
 
Randi Johl 
City Clerk
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