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CITY OF LODI 
 

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION 
 

TM 

 
 
AGENDA TITLE: Consider Encroachment Permit Application Requesting Closure of 

Eilers Lane between Lower Sacramento Road and Lilac Street for a Block 
Party on July 4, 2008 

 
MEETING DATE: July 2, 2008 
 
PREPARED BY: Public Works Director 
 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: Consider the encroachment permit application requesting the 

closure of Eilers Lane between Lower Sacramento Road and 
Lilac Street for a block party to be held on July 4, 2008. 

 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: On June 12, 2008, an encroachment permit application was 

submitted by Mr. Steven Nilssen, a resident of Eilers Lane, 
requesting closure of Eilers Lane between Lilac Street and 
Lower Sacramento Road from 5:00 p. m. to 10:00 p. m. on 

July 4, 2008, for a block party.  Over the years, similar encroachment permit requests have been 
                  received from different residents of Eilers Lane for the same purpose.  There has been some controversy 

related to allowing the street closure for several years.  Based on a letter dated August 7, 2007, and 
signed by then Police Chief Jerry Adams and Public Works Director Richard Prima, sent to Mr. Steven 
Hennecke (the2007 encroachment permit applicant), the 2008 encroachment permit request submitted 
by Mr. Nilssen was denied by City staff.  A copy of the letter is attached.  Prior to denying the permit, staff 
verified with the current Police Chief, David Main, and Public Works Director, Wally Sandelin, that they 
were in agreement with the contents of letter. 
 
For many years, the Police Department has recommended that all through streets in the area bounded 
by the City limits on the north, Lower Sacramento Road/Woodhaven Lane on the west, Ham Lane on the 
east and Lockeford Street/Elm Street on the south remain open to accommodate emergency services 
and relieve vehicular traffic, pedestrian traffic and parking issues associated with the July 4 activities at 
Lodi Lake.  Public Works Department records going back to 2000 clearly document this Police 
Department position.  During this time, all other requests for encroachment permits for street closures on 
through streets to allow block parties within this area have been denied (Loma Drive in 2000 and Daisy 
Avenue in 2004).   
 
In 2006, the Police Department received complaints from residents in the vicinity of Eilers Lane that the 
street closure created circulation hardships for surrounding neighborhoods and that no one appeared to 
be using the street for most of the closure period.  Based on those complaints and their long-standing 
objection to the street closure, the Police Department recommended denial of the encroachment permit 
for the closure.  The encroachment permit was, in fact, initially denied.  The residents of Eilers Lane then 
requested that the issue be presented to Council to allow issuance of the permit.  Prior to Council action, 
the Public Works Director, Richard Prima, and members of the Police Department were able to resolve 
the issue with the encroachment permit applicant and the residents opposed to the street closure.  It was 
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agreed that the street closure would be limited to the hours of 5 p.m. to 10 p.m. (at the end of the 
fireworks display) and the permit for the street closure was subsequently issued. 
 
An encroachment permit for the street closure was issued in 2007 containing the same conditions 
stipulated in the 2006 permit.  Photographs of activity on the street during the closure were taken by 
Police Department personnel.  Copies of the photographs are attached.  Due to the lack of activity on the 
street during the closure period, the above mentioned letter dated August 7, 2007, was issued informing 
the permit applicant that the street closure would not be allowed in the future. 
 
Staff recommends that the encroachment permit application requesting the closure of Eilers Lane 
between Lower Sacramento Road and Lilac Street on July 4, 2008 be denied. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: Not applicable. 
 
FUNDING AVAILABLE: Not applicable. 
 
 
 
 
______________________________   _______________________________ 
David J. Main      F. Wally Sandelin 
Chief of Police      Public Works Director 
 
Prepared by Sharon A. Welch, Senior Civil Engineer 
 
FWS/SAW/pmf 
 
Attachments 
 
cc: Mr. Steven Nilssen 
 Capt. Badel, LPD 
 Lt. Carillo, LPD 
 Mailing List 
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D, STEPHEN SCHWABAUER,
City Attorney

RICHARD C. PRIMA, JR.,
Public Works Director

August 7,2007

Steven Hennecke
2360 Eilers Lane
Lodi, CA 95242

SUBJECT: Eilers Lane July 4h Street Closure

With the continuation of fireworks at Lodi Lake on July 4th and changes in launch area
safety zone requirements, as well as changes in the activities at Lodi Lake, trafüc
management has become an increasingly complex problem. With the exception of
Eilers Lane, through street closure in the area surrounding Lodi Lake Park has not been
permitted. The initial reason for the Eilers Lane closure was for a neighborhood block
party.

At the 2007 event, the block party was of minimal size and the need to close the street
was not evident. With the nature of the day-long events at the Lake and in fairness to all
other residents in the area, we no longer will be issuing an encroachment permit for a
street closure of Eilers Lane on July 4'n.

lf you have any questions, you are welcome to contact us at the phone numbers shown
below.

Sincerely,

RCP/pmf
cc: Blair King, City Manager

Permit Services

Richard C. Prima, Jrì
Public Works Director
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