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TM 

 
 
AGENDA TITLE: Conduct a Public Hearing for the adoption of a Resolution Establishing a Fee 
 Schedule for the Permit to Operate for Mobile Food Vendors 
 
MEETING DATE: November 21, 2007 
 
PREPARED BY: Community Development Department 
 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION:  That the City Council conduct a Public Hearing to consider the  
   adoption of a Resolution establishing a Fee Schedule for the Permit 
   to Operate for Mobile Food Vendors. 
 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: On July 18, 2007, the City Council adopted an Ordinance   
   establishing a new process for regulating vending activities from the 
   public right-of-way and from private property.  One of the key  
   elements of those new regulations is the Permit to Operate. 
 
The Permit to Operate process requires that Vendors submit an application and other required 
documentation as proof that they are in compliance with the general regulations of the ordinance and to 
allow Staff to check compliance with any site specific requirements. 
 
During the process of developing these regulations, Staff met with the vendors to receive their input on 
the various aspects of the proposed regulations.  This included discussion of the need for a Fee 
Schedule to cover the costs related to administering the Permit to Operate process.  Through the course 
of that discussion, the vendors were accepting of the fee concept as long as any fees imposed are 
reasonable and not cost restrictive.  What was discussed and deemed reasonable by the vendors at 
those meetings is a fee which ranges from $125 for food carts to $175 for the lunch trucks, for the 
County’s Environmental Health Permit. 
 
The amount of time necessary to review each application for a Permit to Operate will vary, depending on 
the nature and location of the vending activity, as well whether it is the initial application or a renewal of 
an existing Permit to Operate.  Accordingly, the Fee Schedule will need to reflect those differences in the 
time and costs involved in the review.    
 
It is estimated that the review of the initial application for the annual Permit to Operate will require one 
and one-half hour each from the Community Improvement Manager and a supporting Administrative 
Clerk.  It is estimated that the renewal of a Permit to Operate will require one-half of the time of the initial 
application review.  It is estimated that the review of an application for a one-time, special event or 
activity will require no more than one-hour each from both the Manager and supporting Clerk. 
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The Staff costs associated with the following table are based upon a Staff Time Analysis that was 
provided by the Finance Department. 
 
Fee Description  Related Staff   Cost  Proposed Fee Amount 
Initial Application Fee  Comm. Imp. Manager  $70/hr x 1.5 
    Admin Clerk   $30/hr x 1.5 $150.00 
 
Renewal Application Fee Comm. Imp. Manager  $70/hr x .75 
    Admin Clerk   $30/hr x .75 $75.00 
 
Special Event/Activity Fee Comm. Imp. Manager  $70/hr x 1 
    Admin Clerk   $30/hr x 1 $100.00 
 
In preparing the proposed Fee Schedule, Staff has also looked at the following comparable fees within 
the Community Development Department and the previously stated Environmental Health Department 
(EHD) Permit Fees and feels that what is being recommended to the City Council for approval is fair and 
reasonable. 
 

• Administrative Deviation  $350 + hourly 
• Appeals    $300 
• Home Occupation   $100 
• Landscape Review   $175 + hourly 
• Prelim. Environmental Assessment $250 + hourly 
• Pre-Development Review  $250 
• Annual EHD – Pushcarts  $125 
• Annual EHD – Lunch trucks  $175 

 
 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  The following revenues are being projected for the 2007/08 Fiscal Year, as 
  well as for 2008/09 and all subsequent years.  These fees are projected to 
  cover the costs of review. 
 

 2007/08 2008/09 + 
Application Fees for Initial Annual Permit $1950 $300 
Application Fees to Renew Annual Permit 0 $975 
Application Fees for Special Event/Activity $125 $125 
   

 
FUNDING AVAILABLE: N/A 
 
  __________________________________ 
  Kirk Evans, Budget Manager 
 
 
 
    _______________________________ 
    Randy Hatch 
    Community Development Director 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2007-____ 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE LODI CITY COUNCIL  
ADOPTING THE FEE SCHEDULE FOR THE PERMIT 
TO OPERATE FOR MOBILE FOOD VENDORS 

======================================================================== 
 
 WHEREAS, the Lodi Municipal Code requires the City Council, by Resolution, to set fees for 
various services provided by the City of Lodi to recover those costs associated with providing 
specific services and programs; and  
 
 WHEREAS, on July 18, 2007, the City Council did adopt an Ordinance that established a 
new process for regulating vending activities from the public right-of-way and from private property; 
and  
 
 WHEREAS, one of the key elements of those new regulations is the Permit to Operate, 
which is required for all vendors; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Permit to Operate process requires that all Vendors submit and application 
and other required supporting documentation as proof that they are in compliance with the general 
regulations of the Ordinance and to allow Staff to check compliance with any site specific 
requirements; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Staff has estimated the amount of time necessary to review the three categories 
of Permit to Operate, 1) Application for Initial Annual Permit to Operate, 2) Application for Renewal 
of Annual Permit to Operate, and 3) Application for Special Event/Activity; and  
 
 WHEREAS Staff has also factored in the related personnel costs based upon a Staff Time 
Analysis that was prepared by the Finance Department,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Lodi City Council does hereby approve 
staff recommendations to establish a Fee Schedule for the Permit to Operate for mobile food 
vendors as follows: 
 

Fee Description Fee Amount 
Initial Annual Permit To Operate $150 
Renewal of Annual Permit to Operate $75 
Special Event/Activity Permit to Operate $100 

 
Dated: November 21, 2007 
============================================================================ 
 
 I hereby certify that Resolution 2007-____ was passed and adopted by the Lodi City Council in a 
regular meeting held on November 21, 2007, by the following vote: 
 
 AYES:  COUNCIL MEMBERS –  
 
 NOES:  COUNCIL MEMBERS –  
 
 ABSENT:  COUNCIL MEMBERS –  
 
 ABSTAIN:  COUNCIL MEMBERS –  
 
 
 
       RANDI JOHL 
       City Clerk 
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